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By STEPHANIE THIESSEN

tne Cham 0, jon

A Burlington man pleaded not
guilty Thursday to destroying thou-
sands of trees last year on a proper-
ty straddling the Milton/Oakville
border.

George Vastis and his company,
1255723  Ontario Inc., were
charged in June of last year with a
total of 40 counts of destroying
trees 1  an Environmentally
Sensitive Area (ESA) and destroy-
Ing trees in a woodlot, contrary to
the Region's
bylaw.

Iwo more tree-cutting charges
were added last July.

Mr. Vastis’ Fourth Line property
lies south of Britannia Road and
north of Hwy. 407 between
Regional Road 25 and Trafalgar
Road. It's alleged that Mr. Vastis
was responsible for destroying

lree-conservation

2004 CHEVROLET CAVALIER
COUPE OR SEDAN VL

12,998

agaimn July 14 and 15.

The fines could cost Mr. Vastis
up to $840,000.

Mr. Vastis pleaded not guilty
before J. Woloschuk, justice of the
peace, at Milton Provincial Court
to the charges he personally faces
as well as the charges against his
company, of which he's president.

In his opening statement Crown
Attorney John Olah, representing
Halton Region, said Mr. Vastis
wasn't oblivious to tree-cutting reg-
ulations and i1s an experienced
landowner with several parcels of
land in his name.

“This 1s not about a man and his
backyard,” Mr. Olah said. “This is
a sophisticated businessman who
has knowledge he has to deal with
certain rules.”

Mr. Olah referred to a map pro-
duced by Halton Region that out-

CASH PURCHASE PRICE

Hwy 25/0ntario St.

0%

Cavalier VL R7E/R7D « Coupe or Sedan * 140-HP ECOTEC Engine
* 60/40 Split Folding Rear Seat * Theft Deterrent System

pleads not guilty
to tree-cutting charges

vastis property is located. ESAs
are designated in the Region's
Official Plan.

Mr. Vastis, court heard, was
informed after the first incident he
wasn't allowed to destroy trees
haphazardly.

“It’s the Region's position that
Mr. Vastis was warned about the
need for a permit,” Mr. Olah said.

Cory Harris, a water resources
engineer with Conservation Halton
and a provincial offences officer.
told the court he took a walk
around the property April 11 after
being notified something might be
amiss.

“We received information that
activities were occurring on the
property that could potentially
have an impact on the water-
course,  Mr. Harris said, explain-
* see TREE-CUTTING on page 9

* Air Conditioning * Automatic Transmission
S-year/100,000km GM Powertrain Warranty with $0 Deductible.*

GHEVROLET-OLDSMOBILE

HWY. 25 S. AT DERRY RD., MILTON

* PURCHASE
FINANCING
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Rotate and Balance
4 Wheels

390 Ontario St. N. Unit #1, Milton
HOURS: Mon. - Thurs. 7-6, Fri. 7-5:30, Sat. 8-12

RATED THE MOST
\ FUEL-EFFICIENT VAN IN ITS
.. = CLASS 5 YEARS IN A ROW BY
T T e ENERGUIDE.

¥ i ,gf; _ Hwy 7.8L/100km
o 2 S N (36mi/gal)

55 ,898 7 vor

cash purchase price

Up To 48 Mths

Venture Value Van RWB R7B - 3.4L 185 HP V6 Engine « 4 speed Automatic
* 5-year/100,000 km GM Powertrain Warranty with $0 Deductibie® » Integral

...................

E b gl Ll g o R e e
et = = Al g e il T
........

RATED MOST
FUEL-EFFICIENT
FULL SIZE SEDAN

Hwy 4.2L/100km
(42mi/gal)

or O /o FINANCING
| Up To 48 Mths

Impala R7A « 3.4L 180 HP V6 Engine « Power Locks/Windows/Mirrors/Trunk
* 6 Passenger Seating + CD Stereo + 4-Speed Automatic

| 2004 CHEVROLET MALIBU

HOW TO LOOK
LIKE YOU SPENT
A LOT OF EUROS.

v 0%

22,598

cash purchase price

PURCHASE
FINANCING
Up To 36 Mths

23,098

Up TO 48 MthS cash purchase price

Malibu R7A « 2.2 145 HP ECOTEC Engine * 4-Speed Automatic with
Overdrive « CD Stereo « Driver Information Centre
* Power Locks/Windows/Mirrors

Serving Milton
For Over 3
Generations

T'he sensible way to buy a car or truck
e v I

“Freight + Taxes Extra
Ask Our Sales Representative
for details
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