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Tuesday night's leadership debate did lit-
tle to help us decide who should be leading
this great country of ours. It was our hope
that the performances of the party leaders
would point us in the right direction. But
we, like many voters, are still in the unde-
cided category.

Cynicism has played a large role in the
campaign thus far. Voters, so fed up with
broken promises, rhetoric and persistent
scandals, are left wondering why they
should even bother casting a ballot. Their
voices, they say, are never heard. That per-
sistent thread of cynicism can be linked to
Ontario Premier Dalton McGuinty. His
signed election pledge to avoid raising
taxes was obviously not worth the paper it
was written on. This has left a bitter taste in
the mouths of the electorate who were
looking for real change when they ousted
Premier Emie Eves and the Conservatives.

As the final days of the federal campaign
wind down, this newspaper will evaluate
party platforms, individual candidates and
their leader, and, of course, all those elec-
tion promises.

It has long been a tradition for newspa-
pers to select candidates — the person
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We're still ciding

whom we think will do the best job for our
riding as well as the country. Even though
we make a choice every election —
whether it be municipal, provincial or fed-
eral — some readers seem genuinely sur-
prised (others angry) that we print our opin-
1on.

A tuture editorial will be based on how
local candidates presented themselves at
various  events around the riding, input
from the editorial staff who have inter-
viewed and written about the candidates as
well as how effective we think their leader
will be for Canada.

Did the candidates answer all the ques-
tions directly or were they evasive? Did
they make expensive promises that we
know they won't be keeping? Will they rep-
resent the interests of their constituents in
Ottawa? Can we trust them? What is their
vision of Canada 10 years hence?

Our editorial won’t tell you how to vote
— only you can make that decision.
However, we will take a stand and explain
o you, our readers, the reasoning behind
that choice.

This is an exciting time in our country's
history. Make sure you are a part of it.
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New sub-division resident agrees that lack

of parking space is indeed a serious issue

Dear Editor:

This letter is in response to
Ronald Bee's June 1 letter to the
editor regarding parking problems
in the new subdivisions.

[ too am a resident of one of the
new residential sub-divisions in
Milton. Two nights a week my
mother, who travels from out of
town, stays overnight with us to
help take care of our 15-month-old
daughter and help alleviate the cost
of daycare.

As a result, we park one car in the

garage, one car in the driveway and
a third car on the street — since
there’s no more room in the drive-
way.

[ don’t know about the rest of you
reading this paper, but after paying
all of our taxes and putting gas in
my car at 92 cents a litre 1 don’t
exactly have a lot of disposable
income left to pay two parking tick-
ets a week.

In my opinion, the builders and
Town planners are too busy crowd-
Ing as many houses as possible on

as lhittle space as possible, and aren’'t
providing any common area for
overnight parking.

[t half my money didn’t go
toward paying all of my taxes and
parking tickets, I might be able to
afford a house with a bigger drive-
way.

| agree with Mr. Bee. This issue
needs to be reviewed. This town
needs to provide more parking, not
more parking tickets.

Rob Current
Gowling Terrace

Summer can be a fun time, but a dangerous one too

Milton’s youngsters are no doubt getting antsy
as the final few days of school tick by.

It goes without saying that summer’s an espe-
cially fun time of year for children and teens. But
it bears mentioning that it can also be a particu-
larly dangerous period for those who spend long
hours on the Internet without parental supervi-
sion close at hand.

It’s a depressing fact of life that a tool that’s
become so monumentally beneficial to the way
we communicate and collect information has also
opened up new worlds of opportunity for perverts
and sexual predators.

But that’s the harsh reality we live with these
days. Anyone who believes otherwise need only
look at the countless cases of Internet-oriented
sex crimes and violence that fill our newspapers
on almost a weekly basis. Recently, some of these
stories have hit close to home — a little too close,

[’'m sure, for local parents.
Fortunately, Milton has a crusader of sorts

who’s working to help parents Internet-proof
their kids. Both a mother and locally-based
DARE officer, Const. Wendy Moraghan recently
eamed a commendation for her Internet aware-
ness program, which has been taught at many
schools 1n Milton and across Halton.

Developed last fall, the program — one that’s
not yet available in all communities, but certain-
ly should be — aims to hammer home just how
easy it 1s to become a victim of on-line stalkers.
and what can be done to prevent this.

The biggest problem, she stressed, is that many
children are lulled into a false sense of security on
MSN Messenger chatrooms, and consequently
give out personal information — sometimes to
undesirable receivers.

“They think they’re talking to a friend and it’s
really a 45-year-old man,” she said. “You should
never give out information about yourself or
agree to meet with anyone you meet on-line.”

And as has been made all-too-painfully appar-
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ent, predators know just who to target. To that
end, young girls in particular should be careful
when a chatroom acquaintance is a little too eager
to dish out the flattery.

“It’s often girls with low self-esteem that are
the victims,” noted Const. Moraghan.

She adds that parents should make sure com-
puters are kept in plain view — as opposed to in
a child’s bedroom, where mom or dad can’t mon-
itor Internet activity — and think about limiting

E-mail your letters to the editor to miltoned@haltonsearch.com.

the amount of time spent on-line.

She and her husband have an all-encompassing
off switch in their home to prohibit Internet use
after 11 p.m. — and try to discourage prolonged
surfing. As she puts it, a computer shouldn’t be a
babysitter.

In speaking to Const. Moraghan earlier this
week, it would seem the toughest part about com-
bating acts of Internet sex crimes and violence is
getting people — adults as well as children — to
shed the idea that they’re safe because they’re at
home. That’s a notion we simply can’t afford
nowadays. Danger can strike anywhere, even in
cyberspace.

S0 parents, please make sure your kids exercise
extra caution when going on-line this summer.

In a very real way this means giving up a bit
more of our innocence in order to safeguard our
children. But then a little pessimism is — sadly
enough — probably a healthy thing for today’s
parent.




