‘Alysha strives for success in entertainment industry

STEPHANIE THIESSEN
The Champion

For Alysha Kobow, ‘normal’

1sn’t exactly, well, normal.

One day she might be teaching children
at a performing arts summer camp she
started. On another, she might be flying
out-of-country for a dance competition.
And of course, there’s always homework
for her on-line high school courses.

For anyone else, that would be enough.
But not for this 17-year-old, who, for the

past 11 months, has also been recording her

first CD. Now added to the rural Milton
resident’s days are trips back and forth to a
Burlington recording studio, following a
schedule capable of making anyone’s head
spin. To Alysha, her busy life — and latest
project — is all part of her motto: ‘Don’t
do it if you can’t give it your all.’

“This is a once-in-a-lifetime experi-
*ence,” she said of her CD. “If I don’t give
it all I've got, it’s not worth doing.”

Alysha expects the CD to be fimished
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some time next month.

Unabashedly country, the five-song CD
features songs written — both lyrics and
music — by Alysha herself, with music
composed by her producer, Steve Ashley.
Taking full advantage of Canadian talent,
the CD features several songs with guitarist

Bob Lucier, who has played for the likes of

Shania Twain and Adam Gregory.

Alysha said her sense of accomplishment
doesn’t depend on how well the CD does
once it’s completed.

“Even if it goes nowhere, at least I can
still say I did it,” she said, adding, “I don't
want to look back on my life with regrets.”

She doesn’t see herself as much different
from others her age, Alysha said. In fact, in
the humble teen’s estimation, the only dif-
ference is she does what others only dream
about.

To complement the CD, Alysha will soon
be working on two music videos with local
student filmmaker Jason Boles.

As Alysha looks forward to the comple-
tion of this project, she’s well aware that an
April car accident could have squelched all
her dreams 1n an nstant.

On April 7, her car rolled over three
times as she swerved into a ditch to avoid a
head-on collision with a vehicle travelling
in the wrong lane. She suffered a major
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injury to her left wnist and hand as well as
cuts, bruises and a sore neck and shoulder.

“I was told if I hadn’t been wearing my
seatbelt, there’s a big chance I wouldn't be
here today. It was an extremely scary situ-
ation.”

Although the incident resulted in just a
minor time delay for the CD as she recov-
ered, the teen said it’s responsible for a
major change in her perspective on life.

Although she’d already been working on
the CD at the time of the accident, Alysha
said she continued the project with an
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added sense of urgency, realizing nobody
knows which day 1s going to be his or her
last. “I thought,
now, who knows, I might never do it’.”

Behind Alysha’s shining success as a
dancer, former cheerleader and singer,
stands her proud mom, Sally.

“She makes sure I practice every day and
stay on the (right) path,” Alysha said,
adding, “She’s the first to hear any of my
songs.”

Ms Kobow said she couldn’t imagine not
supporting her daughter’s dreams. And she
realized early on that would be a big part of
her job as Alysha’s mom.

“She’s wanted to be on stage since she
was three,” Ms Kobow said. “She loves to
make people happy.”

This summer, Alysha will be performing
at a number of southern Ontario fairs and
rodeos. And, as has always been the case,
her mom will be somewhere 1n the wings,

 see LOVES on page 13
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Featuring The Ceilidh band,
Cruachan, The Argyllshire Dancers,
Piper, Jim Dougals & ]r.

The Choristers will present a few well

loved, traditional east coast songs

or call (905) 876-3203

www.miltonchoristers.com

“A Birthday Bash™
Cape Breton Ceilidh

Saturday June 19 at 8:00 pm (“newtime”) (Doors open at 7:15 pm)
Gambrel Barn, Tremaine Road, Milton
Includes: Birthday Cake & Party Fare, Second Silent Auction and Cash Bar

Tickets: Adult $12 Senior/Student $10 Child (12& under) $8

Tickets available at Delacourt’s (Main St. Milton),
Lewis Craft (Milton Mall) and Leslie Music (Oakville)
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