Halton schools rated average,
according to Fraser Institute

»

directors dispute
ranking system

By KIM ARNOTT
Special to The Champion

Halton’s schools are neither awe-
some nor awful, according to a
province-wide ranking of elemen-
tary schools released by the Fraser
Institute.

The right-wing think-tank ranked
2,887 schools in Ontario based on
their results on the standardized
EQAO (Education Quality and

Accountability Office) tests admin-
1stered in grades 3 and 6.
While no Halton schools

appeared 1n the top 100 schools on
the report card, neither did any
appear in the lower 200.

The region’s schools — both
public and Catholic — were ranked
between 133 and 2,682 in the
province.

The top 10 ranked schools
Halton consist of seven Catholic
and three public schools. Six of the
schools are in Burlington, three are
in Oakville and the remaining one
1s In Georgetown.

Peter Cowley, director of school
performance studies at the Fraser
Institute, said the ranking is useful
for people involved with the educa-
tional system.

“Today, more and more parents
choose from among several

‘They use the report card’s aca-
demic indicators to compare
schools and make better deci-
sions.”

However, the director of educa-
tion for the Halton District School
Board said he was skeptical of the
usefulness of ranking schools
based on those standardized tests.

“If the best way they have to
rank school 1s EQAO scores, then
they’re missing a whole lot of
other vanables,” said Dusty Papke.

While he said the test scores are
helpful to the school system for a
number of reasons, Mr. Papke sug-
gested 1t’s meaningless to compare
the results from school to school.

Test results will vary from
school to school depending on a
number of factors, including
turnover of staff and students,
socio-economic status of the
school population, number of stu-
dents without English as a first lan-
guage and the placement of special
programs, he said.

For example, the highest ranking
Halton public school in the Fraser
Institute study was Burlington’s
John T. Tuck School, which landed
at 148th best in the province.

But Mr. Papke noted that Tuck is
also the school where the board
clusters its gifted students.

Mr. Papke’s skepticism about the
report card was echoed by Lou
Piovesan, director of education for
the Halton Catholic District School
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Mr. Provesan said his board sup-
ports the standardized tests, as well
as the publication of the results,
but sees little value in ranking
schools based on test results.

Like Mr. Papke, he noted that
ranking doesn’t account for a num-
ber of important differences that
exist between schools.

The elementary school report
card was also rejected by the
Ontario Public School Boards’
Association (OPSBA) and the
Council of Directors of Education
(CODE).

“Boards have always used
EQAO results to help our teachers
and schools to develop strategies
to improve student learning and
achievement,” said OPSBA presi-
dent Gerri Gershon. “Today’s pub-
lished ranking, however, under-
mines valid evaluation and testing
measures; discourages and demor-
alizes teachers; and belittles the
efforts of our students.”

Mr. Papke added that he usually
pays little attention to any informa-
tion published by the conservative
Fraser Institute, suggesting the
group uses faulty research methods
and has an anti-public school agen-
da.

“Whatever (the Fraser Institute)
produces will be in support of that
agenda,” he said.

The complete report card is
available on-line at www.fraserin-
stitute.ca.
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Regular Store Hours
Mon.-Thurs. 8:30 am - 7 pm
Friday 8:30 am - 8 pm
Saturday 8:30 am - 6 pm

Sunday 9:00 am - 5 pm
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cloth trim, dual-zone air cond, CD
stereo, 16° alum wheels tilt
steenng, remole
keyless entry, p locks
WINOGOWS, MIrmors
locking differential
automatic headlights

2004 Buick Regal LS

3.8L 200-HP V6 engine, Regal LS Gran

Touring package: heated leather
accent seats, sunroof, ABS
A/C, CD stereo with <=
6 speakers, 16"
aluminum wheels,
4 speed automatic

2004 Montana Reg. Wheel Base

Syr/100,000 km Powertrain Warranty with $0 Deductible

3.4L 185 HP V6 engine, 4 spd
auto, air, ABS, p locks, win-
dows, mirrors, remote keyless
entry, CD stereo, side-

impact air bags, 5

star safety rating,

Energuide award.

1.8L 130 HP engine,
air conditioning,
S speed manual
transmission,
CD stereo, 60/40
split folding

rear seat.

285HP Vortec 4800 V8 engine. 4-speed auto w/ overdrive
ABS. 40/720/40 spiit front seat with custom
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2004 Buick Rendezvous CX FWD

3.4L 185 HP V6 engine, air
conditioning, power locks,
WINAOWS, MIrrors, st
CD stereo, remote /ST '3
keyless 5-Star /i -
Safety Rating -' " * o b
(based on 2002 -
model)

2004 Sunfire Sportec

221 140 HP Ecotec engine,
4 spd auto, air, 5 yr/100,000 km
powertrain warranty with $0

deductible, theft deterrent
system, 60/40 spiit folding
rear seat, No Charge
Sunrool, CD Player with €
speakers, 15" Aluminum

325913: 951 4 993

2004 Pontiac Sunfire Sedan SL

2.21. 140 HP Ecotec engine,
4 spd auto, air, 5 yr/100,000 km
powertrain warranty with $0
deductible, theft deterrent
system, 60/40

split folding rear seat

2004 Grand Am SE

2.2L ECOTEC
Engine, 4 spd
auto, air condi-
tioning, CD stereo,
power dfoor
locks, split folding
rear seat, spoiler

OVER $1,000,000

IN INVENTORY OF OPTIMUM USED VEHICLES

WALLACE PONTIAC
BUICK CADILLAC LTD.

“Lease price based on $0 down. Trucks payment based on 36 month term. All other vehicles based on
48 month term. Cash prices are plus frt. & all applicable taxes and cannot be combined with any other

offer. OAC. See dealer for details.

MILTON

MON. - THURS.
9:00 Am - 9:00 PMm
FRI. & SAT.
9:00 Am - 6:00 PM
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(905) 878-2355

TOLL FREE 1- Hﬁ*l 8§78-2354
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