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By KIM ARNOTT
opecial to The Champion

Rising development charge rates
could make Milton unattractive to
commercial and industrial devel-
opers, town councillors were
wamed last week.

The charges, assessed against
new developments to help the
Town cover growth-related costs,
are proposed to rise at the begin-
ning of June when council estab-
lishes a new development charge
bylaw.

Non-residential development
charges, assessed against commer-
cial and industrial projects, are set
to rise from $2.31 per square foot
to $3.04 per square foot. An addi-
tional surcharge of .12 per square
foot will apply to future develop-
ments in the Sherwood Survey area
to help pay for the monitoring of
storm water management ponds.

Lawyer Lyn Townsend Renaud,
who spoke to council as the repre-
sentative for three companies own-
ing undeveloped industrial land on
the north side of Hwy. 401, said the

jump in rates is too much.

While she said her clients are
prepared to pay their fair share
toward building the infrastructure
the town will need to accommo-
date 1mpending growth, Ms
Townsend Renaud suggested resi-
dential developers need to be fund-
ing more of the total cost.

Residential developers will see

»8,06/ per unit under the new
bylaw, with an additional surcharge
of $40 per unit in the Sherwood
Survey area.

Development charges are estab-
lished by totalling the expected
cost of necessary new infrastruc-
ture such as expanded roads, water
and sewer infrastructure, fire serv-
ice and parkland, then using a for-
mula to allocate those costs to resi-
dential and non-residential growth.

Town staff are suggesting a split
that would see 60 per cent of eligi-
ble costs allocated to the residential
sector and 40 per cent allocated to
the industrial sector.

But Ms Townsend Renaud said
her clients believe a 70-30 split
would be more accurate given the
type and location of growth expect-
ed in Milton over the next five
years.

She also noted that the develop-
ers also have to pay a “very signif-
icant”  development  charge
imposed by Halton Region, on top
of the Town’s charge.

The total of the charges, along
with the educational development
charges levied against non-residen-
tial development, adds up to
$12.76 per square foot for non-res-
idential developments.

“('T'he Halton charge) will single-
handedly take Milton and other
communities off the map in terms
of being able to compete in non-
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Garden Centre

NOW OPEN!
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‘DC increase may drive away
developers, say companies

Renaud. “Halton 1s just off the
scale mn terms of anything we’ve
seen elsewhere.”

A lawyer representing develop-
ers in the Sherwood Survey, where
development is expected to be pri-
marily residential, urged council-
lors to retain the current 60-40
split.

However, he suggested council
could discount development
charges to attract non-residential
development.

Under provincial legislation,
municipalities can choose to dis-
count development charges, which
would shift a portion of the cost of
necessary capital costs onto the
property tax base.

However, one resident asked
councillors not to consider dis-
counting any development charges,
noting that the area offered many
competitive advantages outside of
COSIS.

“l don’t really understand why
people wouldn’t be willing to pay
the cost of locating in an excellent
area like Milton and Halton
region,  he said.

Although the Town’s administra-
tion and planning committee
approved the development charge
report at the meeting last week, it
also asked staff to continue to meet
with interested parties prior to the
1ssue appearing before town coun-
cil June 7.

Fresh Bread
and Buns
Baked daily

7 days a
week!

Regular Store Hours
Mon.-Thurs. 8:30 am - 7 pm
Friday 8:30 am - 8 pm
Saturday 8:30 am - 6 pm
Sunday 9:00 am - 5 pm

Z85HP Vortec 4800 VB engine. 4-speed auto w/ overdrive

ABS, 40/20/40 splt front seat with custom
i cloth tnm, dual-zone air cond. CD

stereo, 16 alum wheels tilt

steernng, remote

Keyiess entry, p locks

WINAows, MIrrors

locking differential

automatic headhghts
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2004 Buick Rendezvous CX FWD

3.4L 185 HP V6 engine, air
conditioning, power locks,
windows, mirrors,

keyless 5-Star
Safety Rating
(based on 2002

maodel)

3 Bl 200-HP VB engine, Regal LS Gran
Tourng package heated leather

accent seats, sunroof, ABS

AL, CU stereo with

6 speakers, 16" "

aluminum wheels, $

4 speed automatic

S5yr/100,000 km Powertrain Warranty with $0 Deductible

3.4L 185 HP V6 engine, 4 spd
auto, air, ABS, p locks, win-
dows, mirrors, remote keyless
entry, CD stereo, side-

impact air bags, 5

star safety rating,

energuide award

1.8L 130 HP engine,
air conditioning,

9 speed manual
transmission,
CD stereo, 60/40
spiit folding

rear seat

2004 Sunfire Sportec

221 140 HP Ecotec engine,

4 spd auto, an, 5 yr/100 000 km
powertrain warranty with $0
deductible theft deterrent
system, 60/40 spiit folding
rear seat, No Charge

sunroof, CD Player with 6 I8
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CD stereo, remote /g ol

2004 Pontiac Sunfire Sedan SL

2.2L 140 HP Ecotec engine,

4 spd auto, air, 5 yr/100,000 km

powertrain warranty with $0
deductible, theft deterrent
system, 60/40

split folding rear seat

2.2L ECOTEC
Engine, 4 spd
auto, air condi-
tioning, CD stereo,
power dfoor

locks, split folding
rear seat, spoiler
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OVER $1,000,000

*Lease price based on $0 down. Trucks payment based on 36 month term. All other vehicles ba on
48 month term. Cash prices are plus frt. & all applicable taxes and cannot be combined with any other

WALLAGE PONTIAC
- BUICK CADILLACLTD,

+ PONTIAC * BUICK * GADILLAG * GMG LA Euicx

offer. OAC. See dealer for details.
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PONTIAC ¢ BUICK ¢ CADILLAC

(905) 878-2355

MON. - THURS.
9:00 AM - 9:00 PM
FRI. & SAT.
9:00 Am - 6:00 PM
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