By JASON MISNER

The Champion

Here’s a shock — Milton’s resi-
dential base 1s growing and fast.

In fact, Town officials say there’s
a chance the record of 2,003 resi-
dential building permits issued last
year could be broken this year.

An mnformation report, which at
press time yesterday was sched-
uled to be ratified at last night’s
council meeting, detailed construc-
tion activity in Milton — residen-
tial and industrial-commercial-
institutional (ICI) — for the first
quarter of this year, between
January 1 and March 31.

The Town 1ssued a sizzling 759
building permits. During the same
time last year, 551 were 1ssued as
the Town finished the year by issu-
ing a record 2,003 permuts. “We're
off like a rocket,” said Mel lovio,
Milton’s director of planning and
development. “January-February-
March is usually a slower period.”

He said there’s a good possibility
the Town could surpass 2,003 per-
mits issued. “It’s a good start and
exceeding last year’s pace.”

But he cautioned there are many
months left and anything can hap-
pen to determine how the housing
market reacts, though there’s every
indication to believe the market
will remain healthy and vibrant.

“I think the market is still strong
in Milton for housing,” Mr. lovio
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said. “I think it’s going to maintain
a good pace and meet our target for
1,871 building permits.”

Residential growth of larger pro-
portions became an almost instant
reality once Halton Region
installed the ‘Big Pipe’, an intricate
water and wastewater piping Sys-
tem that draws water from Lake
Ontario to service new develop-
ment areas in Milton.

Before the pipe came on-line in
late 2000, residential growth 1in
Milton was stagnant to say the
least. In 1999, there were 92 hous-
ing starts in Milton and 77 starts in
2000, before ballooning to 1,192
starts in 2001, 1,765 starts in 2002
and 1,973 starts last year.

Ted Tsiakopoulos, acting region-
al economist for Canada Mortgage
and Housing Corporation, said the
Milton housing market will proba-
bly cool this year but only shightly.
Housing starts will likely drop by
about 10 per cent in 2004 across
the GTA, including Milton.

“Home starts will likely not keep
pace with levels we saw last year,
but we still expect some preity
strong activity,” Mr. Tsiakopoulos
said, noting interest rates still
remain low and the job market
seems to be performing well.

“That high level of growth is
very difficult to match,” he said.

There were 5,485 total housing
starts in Halton last year. The bulk
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building permit numbers |
could surpass last year’s

of residential development in the
region is expected to occur in
Milton and north Oakville over the
next few years.

Milton Mayor Gord Krantz —
who has seen the town grow since
becoming mayor some 30 years
ago — said the expansion In
Milton is mirroring what officials
projected would happen.

“We’re pretty well on target
where we always expected it to be
— maybe a little over,” he said.

He said the Town has learned a
few things from the residential
boom, like ensuring proper garage
sizes through revised bylaws.

He’s heard residents’ concemns
about Milton’s rapid development,
but stressed the Province set out
polices years ago detailing growth
in the GTA, including the kind
expected to occur in Halton.

“A ‘no growth’ scenario is not an
option — and I underline not an
option,” he said. “The economy
dictates how fast or how slow it
goes ahead. There’s no such thing
as stopping growth and especially
in this part of the province.”

Based on projections made last
year, Milton’s population is expect-
ed to grow to 106,000 by 2021,
spread out between more than
34,000 residential unats.

Jason Misner can be reached at
jmisner@miltoncanadianchampi-
on.com.

Fresh Bread
and Buns
Baked daily

7 days a
week!
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Regular Store Hours
Mon.-Thurs. 8:30 am - 7 pm
Friday 8:30 am - 8 pm
Saturday 8:30 am - 6 pm

' Sunday 9:00 am -5 pm
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| 2004 Sierra Ext Cab 2WD

& 285HP Vortec 4800 V8 engine, 4-speed auto w/ overdrive,

S ABS, 40/20/40 split front seat with custom
{ cloth trim, dual-zone air cond, CD

stereo, 16" alum wheels tilt

3.4L 185 HP V6 engine, air —
1 conditioning, power locks, ?
. Mndm. m""}m' o " i --
: Etﬂﬁl'lﬂ. remote i ' GD Stﬂl'ﬂﬂ. remote g 1 o e ’ b '-'- e
+ | keyless entry, p locks, aeSENEEERRSEERTRRSEE Y | keyless 5-Star
windows, mirrors, === | SOSEP———— | Safety Rating
locking differential, il (based on 2002
automatic headlights | model)

__________

2004 Sunfire Sportec

2.21 140 HP Ecotec engine

2004 Century Custom

3.1L 175 HP VB engine, 4 spd auto, air, 4 spd auto, air, 5 yr/100,000 km
6 way power driver's seat, | mmﬂmm
CD stereo/cassette, p locks, deductible, theft deterrent

system, 60/40 split folding
rear seat, No Charge -
wmmms

windows, MiTors, =i R
remote WE | ¥ oy e

rear seat, 4 wheel
disc brakes.

5yr/100,000 km Powertrain Warranty with $0 Deductible
3.4L 185 HP VE engine, 4 spd
auto, air, ABS, p locks, win-
dows, mirrors, remote keyless
entry, CD stereo, side-
impact air bags, 5
star safety rating,
Energuide award.

2.2L 140 HP Ecotec engine,
4 spd auto, air, 5 yr/100,000 km

powertrain warranty with $0
deductible, theft deterrent
system, 60/40

split folding rear seat

2.2L ECOTEC
Engine, 4 spd
auto, air condi-
tioning, CD stereo,
power dfoor
locks, split folding
rear seat, spoiler

1.8L 130 HP engine,
air conditioning,
5 speed manual
transmission,
CD stereo, 60/40
split folding

rear seat.
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OVER $1,000,000

IN INVENTORY OF OPTIMUM USED VEHICLES

*Lease price based on $0 down plus freight, security & all applicable taxes.
Cash prices are plus frt. & all applicable taxes and cannot be combined with any other offer.
OAC. See dealer for details.
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MILTON
_ MON. - THURS.
FTAC » BUICK » CA i S0
WALLACE PONTIAC 9:00 AM - 6:00 PM

BUICK CADILLAC LTD.
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