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By JASON MISNER
The Champion

Halton Region continues to steer
more waste away from its sole
landfill site on Regional Road 25 in
Milton, but has fallen behind some
of its neighbours.

In a staff report to the Region’s
planning and public works com-
mittee meeting last week, Halton’s
waste management division said
40.9 per cent of the 181,081 total
tonnes of waste collected in 2003
was diverted from the landfill, pri-
marily through recycling.

The landfill has about three mil-
lion tonnes of space left, with a
lifespan of about 30 years.

Halton’s diversion rate is up
slightly from 2002’s rate of 39.6
per cent, and 38 per cent in 2001.
Ontario’s average rate is around 26
per cent.

Overall, the Region collected 5
per cent more waste in 2003 com-
pared to 2002, mostly due to popu-
lation growth and other waste
enhancements.

Garbage and blue box collection
1S a regional responsibility.

It had been touted that the
Region had the highest diversion
rate 1n the GTA, but Peel has sur-
passed the municipality with a rate
of 45.2 per cent.

David Miles, Halton’s supervisor
of waste management, said he’s not
concerned that Peel has a higher
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diversion rate. “I’'m really pleased
with where we are and what we’ve
achieved. We’ve got really good
support for our diversion pro-
grams. Halton is still the leader
with our blue box program.”

He said a big reason other
municipalities have increased their
diversion rate is they have started
an organics program mostly to
address the issue of having little or
no landfill space.

Peel has been conducting
organics pilot project since 2002. It
involves  residents  dumping
kitchen scraps, like peeled potato
peels, mto a plastic container,
which 18 picked up by the munici-
pality for composting.

A Halton waste audit about two
years ago revealed that between 40
and 50 per cent of garbage bags
contain organic material.

The Region, Mr. Miles said, is
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undergoing a five-year review of
its waste management strategy and
will explore the notion of compost-
ing organic materials. It would
look at where organic composting
buildings exist — either publicly or
privately-owned — and develop-
Ing a partnership to use it.

It isn’t a cheap venture. A com-
pany in Quebec for example
charges $115 a tonne, including
trucking costs.

Before a recommendation is
made, the public would be consult-
ed, Mr. Miles said. It could come
before regional councillors as early
as next year, he said.

Burlington Regional Councillor
Mike Wallace, chair of the plan-
ning and public works committee,
said he’s “comfortable” with the
diversion rate, adding the Region
iIsn’t in competition with other
municipalities.

“I think we need to make sure the
program we have now 1S maxi-
mized 1n its efficiency,” he said,
noting he’d love to see blue boxes
blanketing streets.

Meanwhile, a regional staff
report examining the issue of a
pay-per-garbage-bag system,
which was to be tabled last week, 1s
anticipated to go before regional
committee members April 14.

Jason Misner can be reached at
Jmisner@miltoncanadianchampi-
on.com.

Fresh Bread
and Buns
Baked daily

7 days a

) Come and wsn us on Salurda y Apnl 3rd for our chease demo for frae samplmg ol fme L‘anad:an Cheese' '
| We will be featuring the following at exceptional prices! Canadian Double Creme Brie L'Extra, Canadian Okra, |
Handele cream cheese Wlﬂl herbs and garhc amchoke and garlic and goat s mtlk cream cheese

Rogular Store Hours
Mon.-Thurs. 8:30 am - 7 pm
Friday 8:30 am - 8 pm
Saturday 8:30 am - 6 pm o0
Sunday 9:00 am - 5 pm R
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| 2.2L Ecotec ngne 4-spd auu air cuditiuning. 5

folding rear seat, spoiler

1.8L 130 HP engine, air
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2.2 140 HP Ecotec engine, 5 spd

Getrag Manual, 5 yr/100,000 km

powertrain warranty with $0 deductible,
theft deterrent system,

60/40 split folding rear seat

Cash Purchase

Per
month
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'$1,000,000

*Lease price based on $0 down plus freight, security & all
applicable taxes.

Cash prices are plus frt. & all taxes and cannot be
combined with any other offer. OAC. See dealer for details.
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3 4L 185 HP V6 engma air cnndltmnlnu
power locks, windows, mirrors, o
CD stereo, remote keyless <0 SRR == %
5-Star Safety Rating SEENI"R. o ... . S
(based on 2002 *‘ i

model)

o s A

CD stereo, power door locks, s;}lit
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3.8L V6 engine, 4 spd auto w/ overdrive,
| air, 6 way p driver's seat, CD stereo w/ 6
| speakers, 16” alum wheels, dual s
exhaust, p locks, windows, . Sl u® ... |
mirrors, trunk, remote il P P
keyless entry, next gen-
eration “"Widetrack” logo.

5yr/100,000 km Powertrain Warranty with
$0 Deductible 3.4L 185 HP V6 engine, 4
spd auto, air, ABS, p locks, windows, mir-

rors, remote keyless entry, CD e
stereo, side-impact air bags, 5 M I e
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Lease’

conditioning, 5 speed
manual transmission,

CD StBTEU. w4n - :-’ e pnat ".,

split folding
rear seat.
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* PONTIAC » BUICK * CADILLAC * GMC *» PONTIAC » BUICK -

285HP Vortec 4800 V8 engine, 4-speed auto w/ overdrive,

ABS, 40/20/40 split front seat with custom cloth trim, dual-
zone air cond, CD stereo, 16" alum
wheels tilt steering, remote key-
less entry, p locks, windows, g
mirrors, locking differential,
automatic headlights

differential, ABS, CD stereo,
D. locks/windows/ heated
mirrors, remote key-
less &ntry tilt
leather wrapped
steering wheel,

cruise control

Vortec 4300 190-HP VB 4-5pd auto, NC Iﬂcklng

(905) 878-2355 i

MON. - THURS.
9:00 am - 9:00 Pm
FRI. & SAT.
BUUAM EDDPM '

TOLL FREE 1-888-878-2354




