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Flower Power: tips for planting perennials

(NC)—While each perennial is unique in ifs
own way, there are a few general planting tips
to keep in mind that will help minimize trans-
planting shock and help to ensure your peren-

nials bloom.

"Planfing perennials allows you to enjoy per-
manent, year-after-year display of colours
and eye-catching blooms," says Bruce Shuh,
Home Hardware.

shuh offers the following handy hints for
planting perennials:

* Before planting, work in large amounts of
composted manure, peat moss or garden
compost, 20 o 30 centimetres deep.

* Add a small amount of phosphorus fertiliz-

er to encourage rapid rooting after planting.
Avoid over-fertilizing, which can lead to ram-

pant growth and poor flowering.

* [0 protect tender roots from drying out,
don't remove perennials from their contain-
ers until you're ready to plant them. Water
perennials before removing to reduce root
damage.

* With a few exceptions, perennials should
pe planted at the same depth as they were

in their containers. To reduce heat stress - for

poth yourself and your plants - plant early in
the morning or in the late afternoon.

e For large-rooted perennials, dig a hole
about a spade's width wider than the roof
pall, spread the major roots carefully, then
add the soil back into the hole, firming it
down as you go.

» Water thoroughly and deeply after plant-
Ing fo settle the soil around the roots and

remove qair pockets. After this inifial watering,

water only when the plant starts o wither
slightly.

* When planting, be careful not to over-
crowd perennials. This may cause disease
and poor performance.

* Avoid frequent, shallow watering. Water
less often for longer periods o encourage
deep roofing.

Visit your local Home Hardware stores for all
your home and gardening needs.
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Chatelaine Lighting

54 Victoria Rd. S., Guelph, ON 519-824-0401

Hour: Mon-Thurs: 8:30-5pm, Fri.: 8:30-8pm, Sat.: 9-5pm, CLOSED Sun.
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= e e e = ==

20% off

. J A your
ety Landscaping needs.

Ted Woudstra
RR#3 Georgetown

tel: (905) 876-2759 bus: (905) 867-2327

AEGIS SECURITY
PROTECTION

email:jplunket@globalserve.net
P.O. Box 171, Milton, ON L9T A4NY

P caulkmg a bathtub, MILTON

Jim Plunkett

President

Tel: 416-347-7944
Fax: 905-875-4673

Handyman Services
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~ On time. Done rig

“We're Canada’s choice for al ynur
household jobs, large or small.”

..... Mr ﬂ" ﬂaﬂdyman l
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<09 broken window to www.mrhandyman.com
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’.Professwna[ ,‘T aux ‘Painting

Venetian ® Textured Plaster
e Color Wash * Linen Look
e Shadow Stripe ¢ Block Effect

e Custom Wall Painting

905-854-3846
905-466-1305
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P NS * interlocking Stone * Retaining Walls, Curbs
-- * Concrete Work * Bobcat Services
Lipper Lanada Maintenance Co. * Tree Pianting ' é Spring & Fall Clean- UD
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Lawn & Garden Maintenance
10 Years Experience. Reliable Family Business

Landscaping

 Daasa Dock Cainate:

LANDSCAPING CONTRACTORS INC.

Residential * Commercial * Industrial
Av e 7 ays A Week

e Wall Papering

* Gardening, Rockery & Stone & Construction

23LL 905-334-3154
PAGER 416-372-3713

Spring Clean-Up

Book Early & Save!




