By STEVE LeBLANC
The Champion

tarting up a theatre group
can be a rather scary
endeavour — for per-

formers and organizers alike.

S0 perhaps it’s fitting that the newly-
Youth Theatre

established Milton
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Will kick off with Dracula Spectacula

B produced by Christne Houl

Production kick things off with a light-
hearted twist on an age-old frightening fig-
ure.

Boasting 80 youths split into two casts,
the diverse ensemble is set to debut next
week at nearby Meadowvale Theatre with
four performances of Dracula Spectacula
— a musical comedy loosely based on the
sinister count from Transylvania.

Portraying the play’s ghoulish center-
piece for all four shows, 18-year-old Elliot
Shermet says he’s been quite impressed
with just how much talent the group
already has. |

“There’s a wide age range, from 10 up to
18, and some of these younger kids have
amazing potential,” remarked Mr.
Shermet, who’s performed in a few plays at
Milton District High School and is hoping
o pursue a career 1n acting. “It’s going to
be fun. Things have been coming along
nicely.”

Agreed long-time drama enthusiast and
producer Christine Houle, “We’ve really
been blown away, not just by their ability
but also their dedication and willingness to
work hard.”

A roughly two-hour production ideal for
audiences young and old, Dracula
Spectacula focuses on the journey of a
young naive teacher and her students to
Transylvania. Along the way she encoun-
ters the irrepressible count and his grue-
some crew.

From there an entertaining conflict
ensues — that’ll either see a dashing Dr.
Nick save the day, or a helpless Miss Nadia
give 1n to the dark side.

“Being a comedy and having a rather
large cast, it’s a great play to start with. I've
heard the music so many times now, but
I'm stll not tired of it,” said Ms Houle,
who launched the group last fall with sea-
soned dance instructor and Dracula
Spectacula director Kim Belvedere.

At the time the group’s visionaries were

expecting about 40 recruits, but wound up
* see YOUNG on page B2
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Proudly Presents

A Spooky Musical Book &
Lyrics by john Gardiner
Music by Andrew Parr

Under The Direction of Kim Belvedere

Musical Director/Conductor: Darryn de Souza =&
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Milton Youth Theatre Group’s production of Dracula Spectacula hits the stage

next week, with Katherine Ervasti as Miss Nadia and Elliot Shermet playing

Dracula.

ol 13, 2004 3 6:00pm.
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eadowvale Theatre, 6315 Montevideo Rd.
Office Hours: Monday - Saturday 12 - 4p.m.
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A Little ]\)ighf Music

tounr of classical music with
Maestro Kerr*)_/ Stratton and

This spring, embark on a guided

e
frie.ncls as expert naviga’rors. A

Six consecutive Tuesday evenings, starting
March 30th, from 7:30—9:30 p.m.; plus a
dress rehearsal for the Toronto Philharmonia
Location: St. Pauls United Church
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123 Main Street, Milton =¥

Cost $149/person, including GST

"One of the

best courses
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I've taken out- |

side my

"stressful” pro-|

fessional life;

great escape.
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To obtain a brochure/register,
please contact: Ambiente Inc.
P.O. Box 5002, Station A
Toronto, Ontario M5W N4
Phone: 905-886-2185
Fax: 905-882-2264

Email: Ambientelnc@aol.com



