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By JASON MISNER

Halton Region’s top health experts are crossing their fingers that
a $1.2 million plan to battle West Nile virus yields similar results
to last year, during which there were no humans infected with the
mosquito-borne illness.

On Tuesday, Halton’s health and social services committee
unanimously endorsed the health department’s recommended plan
to fight the spread of the potentially-deadly West Nile. Warmer
weather will greet the area soon, increasing the possibility of the
virus transmitting.

The recommendation will go before regional council this
Wednesday for ratification.

The program, which mirrors last year’s, will see another assault
waged on mosquito larvae — which are not fully-matured mos-
quitoes — by hiring a private contractor to poison thousands of
storm-water catch basins and standing pools of water. Both sites

“We will continue with the program. As far
as what the impact will be, who knows. It’s
 still an emerging disease, it has not been
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are breeding grounds for the pesky biters. As well, 1t will include
surveillance of the disease in mosquitoes, birds and humans, and
public education.
Also, adulticiding, which involves the spraying of a pesticide
called malathion, will be used as a last resort to combat West Nile.
The biggest difference this year is the 2004 budget i1s about

-

It's Big. It's Red.
& TOYOTA

And It's Back!

= Bnancing plans Tovota Financial Services 0 AC Ofters valid on 2004 Echo Hatchback/Camry/Corolia/MatnxHighlander/Sienna. Licanse, registration lees, insurance and taxes extra. Lease inciudes treight and P D £ cost of §960/81 110/81.01081.010/%81 260/%1.260. {w Pr f % l » . d h m h d l d 0 ()m 8 and
ﬁ!!.-l-éht and PDE nn; rr-.rmsm::l”:? MSRP I;I.imd on B0 mos. walkaway leasa rate of 3.9% on Echo Hatchback (Model JT123MA). Based on 48 mos. walkaway lease rate of 4.9% on Camry/Corolia/MatrinMighlander/Siennia (models BEIZKPABRIZEMB/KRIZEMBMPZIAPAZAIOCPA). it {] eSSIOHa, aCthIty ﬁys ave CI SC cau e- Ct I
Down payment of $993/84, 136/82 999/82 919/86,163/86,109 or trade equivalent required. First payment due on delivery Total lease obligation of $10.533.75/$17 527 98/$12,556 DB/§13,911 72/$25 316.00/820, 461 48 and purchase option prce of m
$5.198 DO/S11 656 47/88,187 40/89,127 87/17.712.00/ $14,700.00 based on a maximum of 95,000 KMS (120,000 KMS for Echo Halchback). Additional KM charge of § 07/ 10/ 07/.07/.15 10 if apphicable MSRP of $12,995/824 800/317 420/819,420/536, 900/530,000. tFinance gxam J ‘,; 4 A l 2 d J 30
Dlg. $20,000 af 1 9%/2 %/3.9%/4 9% per annum equals $571 98/8580 74/8589 53/8598.52 per month for 36 months C 0.8 is $591. 285906 64/'$1,225 24/51.546 72 for a total obiigation of $20,591.28/320.906.64/521.225 24/321 546 72. 1 9% no limit purchase financing for up o CCMoer o, as welil as r'c rua_]'y . p]‘l 2 an une
36 months avastable on the 2004 Highlander 2 9% no limit purchase financing for up to 36 months available on the 2004 Echo Hatchback. 3 9% no limit purchase financing 'or up o 36 months available on the 2004 Sienna 4 9% no limit purchase financing for up 10 36 months avail
able on the 2004 Corolla/Matrix/Camry. These are limited time offers. Please see your participating Toyota Dealer for complete detaits. Dealer may sell/lease for less (Sec EI l )
ondary panel only).
. ™ - L e AT - s E
| - T ERS . v o SECTPPIA LSS PP PPITEEP NP PTIYPEIRIIPRAIOIP PRI, T NN,
ir:'-irﬂn-nrf-nhr###w::’i‘i-ﬂh:‘?ﬁr# u‘iﬂ‘r---.-."'tr ##### g . Il SN s Y e B S e T www® J L R ' r’%w ’ "f

See dealer for details.

400 Steeles Avenue

www.milton.toyota.ca

OVER
100 NEW
VEHICLES

LARGEST

905 875-1700

Region set to fight West Nile for another season

$300,000 more than 2003’s. That’s partly because the 38,000 catch

rather than the three times done last summer.

A staff report stated testing by the provincial government of the
environmentally-safe pesticide, methoprene, showed it lasts 21
days and not the 28 days as originally thought. Methoprene will
only be applied if larvae have been found.

Standing pools of water will be treated with a product called Bt
if larvae are detected. It lasts seven days.

The program’s costs are to be shared equally with the Province,
like 1t was last year.

The uncertainty of the impact of West Nile, given it was first dis-
covered in North America in 1999, makes it imperative that a pro-
tection/preventative program be in place, Halton’s medical officer
of health, Dr. Bob Nosal said after the meeting.

“We will continue with the program,” he said, noting there was
West Nile activity in the region last year. “As far as what the
impact will be, who knows. It’s still an emerging disease, it has not
been here long enough.

“We will have a much better idea after three or four years of
this.”

The health department thinks last year’s program helped the
region stave off any major West Nile onslaught. In addition, the
natural history of the disease, which suggests 1t’s moving west
after starting in the east five years ago, and a cooler, wetter spring
in Halton likely limited the influence of West Nile.

In all, there were no human cases of the disease last year and no
one was hospitalized for having any potential West Nile symp-
toms.

It was a different, and deadlier, story in 2002. There were 60
human cases resulting in one death; 74 West Nile-positive mos-
quito pools found versus only 19 last year; and a number of resi-
dents were hospitalized for virus symptoms, like high fever and
muscle weakness.

Oakville was a hot spot for the virus that year. The results were
alarming enough that the Ministry of Health and Long-term Care
paid McMaster University officials to conduct a blood survey of
1,500 residents in south Oakville.

It concluded the risk of getting seriously ill, like developing
encephalitis or meningitis, after contracting West Nile 1s higher
than had been thought. McMaster researchers have said they will
do their own follow-up study to find out why.

Regional councillors insist the West Nile program is vital and
are urging residents to keep doing their part.

Burlington Regional Councillor Rick Craven, chair of the health
and social services committee, said he lives near a ravine and was
constantly draining his outside bird cage of water.

“I was very conscientious of the expectation to fight West Nile
at the neighbourhood level. What we need is Mother Nature to be
on our side another year.”

“I thought the level of citizen participation was a large part of the

success of the program,” said Halton Chair Joyce Savoline.

Results from a phone survey conducted by York University for

the Region last year indicate residents are getting the message, the
staff report said.

It showed 93 per cent knew how the virus is spread and that
more than eight out of every 10 people removed standing water on

their property.

Mosquitoes get West Nile from an infected bird and pass 1t on to

humans through bites.

Jason Misner can be reached at jmisner@miltoncanadian-

champion.com.

Catholic board
calendar now set

Final exams are still three months away but the Halton Catholic
District School Board has already approved its 2004-05 school
year calendar.

At Tuesday’s regular board meeting, trustees approved a calen-
dar consisting of 190 instructional days, four professional devel-

opment (PD) days and a variety of holidays.

Students (and especially parents) will be interested to note that
the first day of instruction will be Tuesday, Sept. 7. The last day of
instruction for secondary students will be Wednesday, June 29,
2005 while for elementary pupils this will fall on Thursday, June

30, 2005.

Examinations for secondary students have been scheduled for

January 27 to February 5, 2005 and from June 22 to 28, 2005.

Statutory holidays and break periods for 2004-05 include:
Labour Day, September 6; Thanksgiving, October 11; Christmas
Break, December 20 to 31; March Break, March 14 to 18; Good
Friday, March 25; Easter Monday, March 28; Victoria Day, May

23,
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