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Farmers’
challenges
Increasing

Canadian farmers find themselves del-
uged with calls for safe food and produc-
tion systems that are both environmentally
friendly and humane to their animals. They
have been evolving these requirements for
decades, but now verification is necessary,
and farmers are struggling to keep ahead of
the demands for more formal recognition
of farm management systems.

The Ontario Federation of Agriculture
(OFA) has been working with its partners
in the agri-food sector to find the best ways
to meet the requirements. As the file
expands, so do the anticipated costs. It's
obvious that an integrated approach will be
necessary to get the job done and at a rea-
sonable cost.

The Canadian Federation of Agriculture
(CFA) just hosted a two-day session in
Ottawa New Farm Management
Systems: Taking Control — providing an
opportunity for all stakeholders to review
the situation as it has developed, and
attempt to identify the best way to put on-
farm systems in place that will work for
consumers and for farmers.

Many farms produce more than one
commodity and would face staggering
costs for inspections and audits if each
commodity was to be handled separately
for certification. CFA President Bob
Friesen's invitation to the session pointed
out that '‘producer fatigue' i1s developing as
farmers strive to cope just with paperwork
requirements.

Those attending the session were asked
to develop a strategy to harmonize and co-
ordinate all existing and emerging pro-
grams aimed at ensuring production facili-
ties meet food safety standards, environ-
mental standards, and humane animal pro-
duction standards.

It has been a tall order, but Canada's agri-
food representatives at the meeting were
diligent 1n their search for solutions.
Integration and co-ordination were the key
words on everyone's minds as participants
at the sessions went to work.

Speakers at the Ottawa sessions came
from the United States and the United
Kingdom with the majority from various
areas of Canada. Governments, producer
groups, wholesalers and retailers were all
invited to present their perspectives at the
SesS1ons.

Details have to reflect the on-farm sys-
tems farmers from coast to coast will need
to incorporate into their operations.
Dealing with something this expansive will
require an equally large data base.

Participants in the Ottawa session
acknowledged the need for a staged imple-
mentation process, introducing the levels
of involvement over a period of time, grad-
ually increasing the accountability of the
initiative.

The OFA believes it’s critical that the
systems being designed accommodate
small and medium-sized farming opera-
tions. Simplicity and affordability are key.
The systems are here! They must be
designed by farmers, for farmers.

Bette Jean Crews Is an executive com-
mittee member of the Ontario Federation
of Agriculture.
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M1 k e
Chong will
represent the
Conservative
Party of
Canada 1n
t h e
Wellington-
Halton Hills
riding during
the next fed-
eral election.

M r .
Chong, 32,
who lives outside of Fergus, was named
the candidate at a nomination meeting in
Guelph last Tuesday night that drew more
than 300 party supporters.

"It's a privilege and a responsibility, but
I'm looking forward to it," said Mr. Chong,
an information technology executive.

Mr. Chong beat out Marty Burke of
Guelph for the nomination.

Mike Chong

(on

At one pomnt former Halton-Peel MP
Garth Turner was also vying for the posi-
tion, but later withdrew from the race.

"The vote was very close,” said M.
Burke, 43, an Air Canada pilot and former
military veteran.

"I do believe probably the difference is
that Mike 1s a local fellow."

He added he wishes Mr. Chong the best
In the campaign.

Mr. Chong said he plans to run a good
campaign focusing on issues that concern
the people of the riding and will propose
constructive solutions.

He admitted that the party has a lot of
work ahead of it and candidates need to tell
Canadians what "this new party is all
about.”

"They're going to examine us — take a
look at us, but we're going to have to earn
their trust,” said Mr. Chong.

Mr. Chong, who has been involved with
Conservative Party federally and provin-

Brown’s é Fuels

e Furnace Qil
e Diesel Fuel

Independent suppliers of:
e Stove QOil
e Gasoline

e | ubes
Just call us, we’'ll be there!

24 HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE

Join the many people
who agree not to
drink alcoholic
beverages...and to
drive everyone in their
group home safely.

Valentines
for her

Servicing the Halton and Peel Regions

905-855-1222
1-866-855-FUEL

or order online at WWw.brownsfuels.ca

Day dinner
parents

Alex entered our carrier contest and won a gift certificate to
Matt's Rib House, for her parents. Alex has delivered the Milton
Canadian Champion for almost a year. Congratulations to Alex.

Enjoy!

Thank you to

Matt’s Rib House

500 Laurier Avenue, Unit 15
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The Canadian Champion, Tuesday, March 16, 2004—17
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cially for several years, ran unsuccessfully
the PC candidate
Wellington during the 2000 federal elec-
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VOLUNTEERC NEEDED
FOR COZY READING

Do you enjoy reading to little ones?
Become a Cozy Reading Volunteer.
Volunteers are needed throughout Halton.

> Volunteers need to:

¥ ¢ Be dedicated & committed

5 * Be available during school hours
.1 B for | hour per week

% ¢ Provide a Police Record Check

For more information about the
Cozy Reading Program contact Wendy at

905-825-40M o cozyreading@belinet.ca
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This spring, embark on a guided

tour of classical music with
Maestro Kerry Stratton and

fwiends as expe.rf naviga’rors.
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Six consecutive Tuesday evenings, starting
March 30th, from 7:30—9:30 p.m.; plus a
dress rehearsal for the Toronto Philharmonia
Location: St. Pauls United Church

123 Main Street, Milton . 2
Cost $149/person, including GST

'One of the | To obtain a brochure/register,
best courses | please contact: Ambiente Inc.
I've taken out- | P.O. Box 5002, Station A
side my | Toronto, Ontario M5W | N4
"stressful" pro-| Phone: 905-886-2 185
fessional life; | Fax: 905-882-2264
great escape.” Email: Ambientelnc@aol.com

CONCERNED

INSTANT TAX REFUND

ON THE SPOT OPEN 7 DAYS
Over 10 locations to serve you

1-866-TAXWIDE
MILTON MALL 905-875-3726

GEORGETOWN MARKET PLACE 905-877-5884
HEAD OFFICE: MISSISSAUGA: 905-949-2222

REASONABLE RATES
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