Board defends its decision
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Parents of exceptional students
who wish to appeal board-level
decisions are entitled to bring their
cases to the tribunal.

But the school board has asked
for a judicial review to look at
whether the tribunal actually has
the jurisdiction to order the board
to amend its special education plan
by creating a new program.

“The judicial review is the only
way to define what the jurisdiction
1s,” said board Director Dusty
Papke, who noted that the last few
years have seen the tribunal used
more frequently.

Although the Halton public
board has only been involved in
two previous appeals to the special
education tribunal, Mr. Papke
noted that the process is both con-
frontational and expensive.

He said there’s a need to clarify
exactly what issues the tribunal has
the right to deal with.

Trustees Bruce Jones (Oakville),
Wes Pulling (Burlington), Peggy
Russell (Burlington) and Susan
Sheppard (Oakville), have publicly
announced they oppose the board
seeking a judicial review of the
case.

The four, along with Ms Kerr-
Hlusko, signed a letter to
Education  Minister  Gerard

Kennedy stating: "The Halton
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District School Board should not
be taking this matter to court. As
school board trustees, we take
exception to spending public dol-
lars on legal fees in this manner
and the tactics used to diminish the
voices for children.”

The same trustees also boycotted
a committee of the whole meeting
of the school board last week to
make their position clear.

Ms Russell said the trustees
opted not to attend the meeting as a
way of sending a message to their
colleagues on the board and the
public.

“We have to take a stand,” she
said. “This is not an issue that can
remain within our four walls. It's
too important and it affects too
many lives.”

Added Mr. Jones, “We have a
moral obligation to say that this is
wrong.”

Opponents of the board's deci-
sion to ask for a judicial review
suggest that it will undermine the
authority of the tribunal.

In their letter to Mr. Kennedy, the
four school board trustees also
argued that the tribunal has been
effective in cost-effectively resolv-

Ing 1ssues in the best interest of

children.

“The tribunal process should
resolve a placement dispute regard-
ing a special needs student, with
both parties bound by the deci-
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for judicial review

sion,” the letter reads.

Mr. Jones said the trustees who
signed the letter will now return to
their seats around the school board
table and continue with their work.

“We are not interesting in dis-
rupting the operation of the system
or the board,” said Mr. Jones, who
added that he hopes parents don't
perceive the board table battles as
an indication of problems through-
out the system.

But board Chair Mary Chapin
said the boycott of the meeting was
ineffective because the trustees
didn't make it clear why they
weren't there to other members of
the board.

Ms Chapin added that the request
for the judicial review in the
Hlusko case could save the board
money.

The tribunal hearing is expected
to cost the board about $120,000
including the cost for staff required
to appear. A judicial review would
cost about half that, said Ms
Chapin, who noted the review is
the next level of appeal for a tribu-
nal decision so it makes sense for
the board to go directly to the final
decision-making power.

“In my opinion, it is the responsi-
ble thing to do on behalf of the
owners of the Halton District

School Board — the taxpayers," she
said.
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2.2L 140 HP Ecotec engine, 4 spd auto,
air, 5 yr/100,000 km
powertrain warranty with $0 deductible,
theft deterrent system,
60/40 split folding rear seat

Cash Purchase

3.1L 175 HP V6 englne 4 spd auto, air, 6 way |
power driver's seat, CD stereo/cas-
sette, p locks, windows, mir- p

rors, remote kﬂylﬂss .
entry, split folding gmmmme === _
rear seat, 4 wheel il
disc brakes.

2yr/100,000 km Powertrain Warranty with
$0 Deductible 3.4L 185 HP V6 engine, 4

spd auto, air, ABS, p locks, windows, mir-
rors, remote keyless entry, CD
stereo, side-impact air bags, 5
star safety rating, -
Energuide award.

Lease’ Cash Purchase
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LS month
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1.8L 130 HP engine, air
conditioning, 5 speed
manual transmission,
CD stereo, 60/40

split folding
rear seat.
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*Lease price based on $0 down plus freight, security & all
applicable taxes.

Cash prices are plus frt. & all applicable taxes and cannot be

| combined with any other offer. OAC. See dealer for details.

3.4L 185 HP V6 engine, air cundrtmmng.
power locks, windows, mirrors,
CD stereo, remote keyless <SS
5-Star Safety Rating R = -
(based on 2002 b —
model) % % ;
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3.8L V6 engine. 4 spd auto w/ overdrive,
air, 6 way p driver’s seat, CD stereo w/ 6
speakers, 16" alum wheels, dual J—
exhaust, p locks, windows, .. JCie Mwi«mﬂ
mirrors, trunk, remote i w g e
keyless entry, next gen-
eration “Widetrack” logo. -

Cash Purchase
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285HP Vortec 4800 V8 engine, 4-speed auto w/ overdrive,

ABS, 40/20/40 split front seat with custom cloth trim, dual-
zone air cond, CD stereo, 16" alum
wheels tilt steering, remote key- |
less entry, p locks, wWindows, G L s ——
mirrors, locking differential, g SR 4
automatic headlights

Cash Purchase
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Unrtec 4300 190-HP Uﬁ 4-spd autn A/C, Iu{:kmg
differential, ABS, CD stereo, P—
mirrors, remote KBY- TR .....| SEREEE | MEEEREA
less entry, tilt T o T G
leather wrapped i
steering wheel,
cruise control

Cash Purchase
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WMHILTON
MON. - THURS,
9:00 am - 9:00 Pm
FRI. & SAT.
9:00 am - 6:00 Pm

(905) 878 2355

TOLL FREE 1-888-878-2354
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