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“Cash not extinct from CH budget Exciting times ahead
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Conservation Halton's board of directors

recently passed a nearly $16 million budg-
et for 2004, marking a 16.8 per cent

THIEQQERN

increase over last year in the amount of

funding coming from municipalities —
largely, Halton Region.

Continuing - the stance taken when the
2004 preliminary budget was presented to
the board last June, Mayor Gord Krantz —
along with Halton Hills councillor Clark
Somerville — voted against the recom-
mendation that $3,387.946 of 2004's
$15,824,264 budget come from municipal
levies and funding.

"I'm not in favour of 16 and 17 per cent
Increases,” Mr. Krantz said at
Conservation Halton's (CH) board of
directors meeting February 26.

Last year, only $2,900,000 of the budget
came from municipal levies and funding.

Halton Region is by far CH's major
municipal supporter, accounting for about
90 per cent of its municipal funding.

"It doesn't matter what board or agency it
1S, 1t just goes against my grain to have
double digit increases,” Mr. Krantz said in
an mterview with The Champion. "The
single biggest complaint I hear is there's
too much darn tax. I'm always conscious of
that.”

Last year's budget totalled $11,349,605,
making this year's budget 39 per cent high-
er.

Mr. Krantz, who has been on CH's board
of directors for about 30 years, said it's not
CH's expenditures he's opposed to, but
where the funding comes from.

He said he thinks the funding should
come largely from the province, where it
used to come from, rather than municipali-

PS'I' a.'l'
INCLUDED

f ol

B
T
- - - ' - a - T
'rul;r|:‘i.'| | g k
g S SR "‘I }
E -z o To
hal 1] y
N i

_ Problems mth credlt? Bad Credlt Dlscha.rged Bankmpt ' No ,
Credlt Need a vehicle? We can help! We help good people with credlt. prublems
Get fmanced mth the best posmble ratesl!! Ca.ll Jef Green p— B 3

Besides Halton . Region, CH
minmimal  financial  support
Mississauga, Puslinch and Hamilton.

Theresa Maguire-Garber, CH's
CAO/secretary-treasurer, said the 2004
budget demonstrates CH's ability to be
self-sustaining, rather than relying on
taxes.

Almost 79 per cent of the budget is non-
tax supported, with user fees accounting
for 60 per cent of its funding.

User fees include admission fees for
CH's parks, map fees, permit fees and pro-

recelves
from

“grams at the parks. As CH offers new and

expanded programs, that figure increases,
Ms Maguire-Garber said.

The 2004 budget stuck to CH's figures
determined 1n a 10-year forecast put
together last year, she said.

Ms Maguire-Garber said one reason for
the 39 per cent budget increase is a capital
projects initiative has been built into the
budget.

"There are a number of capital projects
that need to be done," Ms Maguire-Garber
said.

But, if they were all built into this budg-
et, the result would be a huge increase. So,
it's being built slowly but surely into each
year's budget, she said.

Ten years from now, CH will be "in a
more financially sustainable mode to meet
our capital needs,” Ms Maguire-Garber
said. |

There has also been a $2 million increase
in Glen Eden operating and capital pro-
grams, which includes the new tube park
and the pedestrian bridge that was recently
lifted into place.

As well, there's the re-introduction of
Ontario Municipal Employee Retirement
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- 2001 Mustang Coupe

- V6, 5 speed, 0/D, A/C, P/W, P/L,
cruise & tilt, 1 owner trade-in,
balance of Ford extended service
plan, only 23,320 km. St#2223A

0 Down * 3/ .

2003 Ford
Crovn Victorsa IX

Wt V8, auto, A/C. P/W, P/L, cruise &
& filt, power seat, balance of Ford
Factory Warranty. St#2176A

Dwm $4$.

- LICENCE FEE & EXTRA $
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GALLINGER

FORD LINCOLN

655 MAIN STREET EAST. MILTON
Visit us at www.gallingerford.com

A Tradition of Value & Trust since 1967
SALFS @ LFASING » SERVICE « PARTS « COLLISION (‘ENTRF;'; il

the larger budget.

CH's mitiatives include flood control,
natural areas protection, environmental
planning and the provision of conservation
areas for educational and recreational use.

Stephanie Thiessen can be reached at
sthiessen@miltoncanadianchampion.com.

» from PENMAN on page 14
on voter support.

Her enthusiasm was evidem. “I'm just plain excited about
what's coming our way."

Appointees on the board are selected by their mumcxpal

council.

Stephanie Thiessen can be reached at sthiessen@milton-
canadianchampion.com.
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[Left to right: Jerry Gilroy, Joe D'Onofrio, Stuart Standen, Michael Sonier]

Direct Energy’s Energy Management Consultants are great people to know. They’re
knowledgeable and respected experts when it comes to making your home a more
comfortable place. And as members of the Direct Energy team, they're part of the
largest group of service professionals in Ontario, built on a foundation of 150 years
of home service experience. When you have home comfort questions in the Oakville,
Burlington and Milton Regions give them a call at 1-866-240-6820.

Speaking of keeping your home comfortable, here’s
a fact to warm up to: Direct Energy Essential Home
Services has installed more home heating systems than

anyone in Ontario.

Purchase any new furnace by March 31st, 2004 and:

* Receive a FREE 5 year Protection Plan* covering

most parts and labour.

* Don't pay for 90 days".

and Comfortmaker.
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* Choose from trusted brands like Carrier, Trane
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vianagement Lonsultant today

FREE 5 year

Protection Plan

Don't Pay for

90 days

FREE in-nome

Consultation
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Direct Energy

Direct Energy and the Energy Bolt Design are trademarks of Direct Energy Marketing Limited. *Must purchase by March 31st, 2004. Offer only valid for installations
completed by April 30th, 2004, on approved credit and cannot be combined with any other offers. Ask for details. +On approved credit. Ask for details. The 90-day deferral
offer is available on selected heating equipment purchased from Direct Energy Essential Home Services before March 31st, 2004 and installed by April 30th, 2004 when
financed ($400.00 minimum) with Direct Energy Essential Home Services. No payment or interest will be charged on the balance owing until approximately 90 days from
the date of installation. An administration fee of $19.95 along with applicable taxes are payable at the time of purchase. There are no penalties for early payment; the
remaining principal balance can be repaid at any time. Financing of service work provided by Direct Energy Essential Home Services is restricted to installation and extended
warranties. Following the 90 day deferral period, your rate of interest charged will depend on the amount financed as follows: amounts between $400.00 and $1,999.99
will accrue interest at 18.96% per annum; amounts between $2,000.00 and $4,999.99 will accrue interest at 15.96% per annum; amounts of $5,000.00 and greater will
accrue interest at 12.96% per annum. For example, a $3,000.00 purchase financed at 15.96% per annum equals $72.89 per month for 60 months. The cost of borrowing

iIs $1,373.43 for a total repayable of $4,373.43.
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