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Make a difference in vour community

Bruce Osiowy lost his hand in a farming accident.

Practicing safe farming
can reduce costs — pain
* Common sense weight loss program and S“ffering’ mOnitary
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Every year, approximately 115 people for agricultural injuries is estimated at
the Healthy Way! are killed and 1,500 are seriously injured in  between $200 and $300 million annually,”

farm accidents in Canada. The statistics are ~ stated @ 12-year study conducted by the

staggering. Canadian Agricultural Injury Surveillance
This week, March 10 to 17, is Canadian Program.

Agricultural Safety Week. This year’s On a positive note, farm accidents are

theme, ‘Farm Safety Makes $ense’, centres  decreasing.

around the cost of farm-related incidents. “In the last decade, farm-related inci-

J0in the ﬂthel' 2.5 mi“iﬂn women both monetary and the less tangible costs dents have definitely decreased,” said Mr.
Wh[l have hBHEﬁtEd “‘lom [:ullves_ of pain and suffering. Farming safely can Z4ronik. “Fatalities are down as well. This is

greatly reduce the costs but it’s a task likely attributed to the use of better equip-
everyone must be committed to. ment and more education.”

Many studies have been completed on hM*a"Y E;i“gi‘_ (;an be ?0“‘; t‘? h?(ip reducz

. 2 farm-related accidents and several key fac- the number of farm-related incidents an
327 Bronte St. S., UIIII 10, Milton (White Oaks Plaza) 905.875.9246 tors continue to reappear. Three-ﬁft{]s of fatalities and thereby reduce the costs asso-
T — 1€ 346,000 farms in Canada are run by a  ciated with them.

incidents happen while the victim is alone, Keep the equipment and buildings in good
according to the Census of Agriculture ©Ondition, and training is very important,”
(2001). said Mr. Zronik. “New ‘workers are hired,

As well, most accidents are caused by the hazards are not pointed out to them,
unsafe use of equipment and materials and they are not properly trained and, before
occur during the peak harvesting months of ~ YOU Know it, an accident occurs.” |
September to November when farmers are ~ /* great deal of useful information is
exhausted from working late hours. available on farm safety on the Internet. A

Another fact to note is that 20 per cent of €W Web sites to visit are www.farmsafe-
farm fatalities are children under the age of -¢2 (Farm Safety Association Inc. Ont.)
IS and aren’t performing work duties, 20d WWW.agr.gc.ca (Agriculture and Agri-
they’re just in the workplace. Food Canada).

“Economic conditions play a role as

well,” said Steve Zronik, spokesman for
the Farm Safety Association Inc. (Ont)in | =©MMon Types of Injuries

Guelph. “Farmers may not replace older | from agricultural activities
equipment and may make do with what ~

; W, il GEEEEI —iin Neee WG N ~ they have. It can lead to a potentially dan- |Men Women

§° T L e A T 4 e | Saskatchewan, is one of the very fortunate |16.9% 16.7%
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0' Gpocel'ies * 11/2 hour workout in only 30 mins.
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farmers to survive a farm accident while
working alone, although he lost his left | Cut Cut
hand in the ordeal. . 35.4% 28.3%

Mr. Osiowy was attempting to repair a
stonepicker when his wrench slipped pin- | Strain Strain
ning two fingers inside the machine. With |22-1% 31.7%
no food or water, he survived for 66 hours Busiin L,
and knew he needed to do something to 1.5% 1.7%
save his life. Using a pocketknife, Mr. '
Osiowy cut the two fingers off and drove | cpysh Coush
himself home to get help. Once in hospital, | g 7 15.0%
he needed to have his entire hand amputat-
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| ﬁ " | Adapted from the Ontano Farm Famdy Health Study, 1997
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