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By JASON MISNER
The Champion

Former Oakville Tory MPP Gary
Carr — best remembered for blast-
ing his government over the release
of last spring’s provincial budget
— 18 trading in his coach’s whistle
for a shot at Parliament Hill.

Mr. Carr, who had been coaching
a hockey team in British Columbia
after retiring from politics last year,
said he will seek the Liberal nomi-
nation in the Halton Riding.

His decision comes two days
after Halton Liberal MP Julian
Reed’s surprise announcement that
he wouldn’t seek a fourth consecu-
tive term.

“I wouldn’t have run had Julian
been involved,” Mr. Carr said in an
interview, noting he’s been think-
ing about seeking the riding nomi-
nation for some time.

“I think we need people that have
served, that have some experience
and some integrity, and I think I’ve
got that and hopefully the people of
Halton will see that. I'm ready to
go any time.”

There has been much speculation
Prime Minister Paul Martin would
call a spring election. But the
recent money-funneling sponsor-
ship scandal may put that off, mak-
ing for a longer nomination
process.

Mr. Carr wants to address two
key 1ssues as MP — more funding
for health-care and more govern-
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ment grants
and scholar-
ships  for
people want-
Ing to pursue
a post-sec-
ondary edu-
cation.

His deci-
sion to seek
the local seat
me an s
there’s once again a battle for the
Liberal nomination of Halton rid-
ing, which will be re-drawn to
include Milton and northern por-
tions ‘of Oakville and Burlington.
Halton Hills will form the new rid-
ing of Wellington-Halton Hills.

Mr. Carr said he’s been encour-
aged by the Halton Liberal riding
association to run for the nomina-
tion. He will square off against
Peter Duffus, a well-known Halton
entrepreneur and immediate past-
president of the Halton Liberal rid-
Ing association.

Mr. Duffus said he 1sn’t fazed by
the news he will again have to fight
for the Liberal nomination.

Gary Carr

“I welcome a good discussion on

the 1ssues,” he said. “The question
will be whether the (party) mem-
bers want to be represented by a
person who has been a (long-time)
Liberal or do the Liberals want a
Conservative candidate.

“My committee has been over-
whelmed by the response of the
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membership. Anyone is more than
welcomed to run against us.”

Mr. Carr, who 1s living i1n
Rexdale with his in-laws as his
family searches for a home in the
riding, was a Progressive
Conservative representing
Oakville from 1990 until 2003. But
his last few months in office, where
he was also Speaker of the House,
were highlighted by his stinging
criticism of his government’s con-
troversial decision to release the
provincial budget at a Brampton
car parts plant last March.

He launched an investigation™

into whether the budget released
outside of the Legislature was 1lle-
gal. It wasn’t.

Mr. Carr said he spoke to Mr.
Martin during the Ontario budget
conundrum, who “congratulated”
him for the way he spoke out.

Mr. Carr said Mr. Martin’s call
for MPs to have greater freedom to
vote to best represent their con-
stituents and his openness to work
with premiers across Canada lured
him back into politics and to run
for the Liberal party. “I'm a big
believer in the prime minister,” he
said, adding he thinks Mr. Martin
has handled the sponsorship scan-
dal well. “I've been impressed with
his ability as finance minister. I
think he’s a terrific leader.”

Jason Misner can be reached at
Jmisner@miltoncanadianchampi-
on.com.

Fresh Bread
and Buns
Baked daily
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week!
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Regular Store Hours

Mon.-Thurs. 8:30 am - 7 pm
Friday 8:30 am - 8 pm

Saturday 8:30 am - 6 pm
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IN INVENTORY OF DPTIM“M USED VEHICLES

, security & all applical

axes and cannot be combi 2
dealer for details.

Bt .

taxes.
with any

% *Lease price based G $0 ¢ :

4" Cashprices are plus frt. & gifpplics

285HP Vortec 4800 V8 engine, 4-speed auto w/ overdrive, 3.4L 185 HP V6 engine, air cundihumng pnwer

ABS, 40/20/40 split front seat with custom cloth trim, dual- locks. windows, mirrors, CD _aai
zone air cond, CD stereo, 16" alum stereo, remote keyless 5- s
wheels tilt steering, remote key- . Star Safety Rating e

less entry, p locks, windows, e e e— | (hased On 2002 T

mirrors, locking differential, . model)

automatic headlights

3.8L V6 engine, 4 spd auto w/ overdrive, air, 6 way
p driver's seat, CD stereo w/ 6 speakers, 16" alum

wheels, dual exhaust, p locks,
windows, mirrors, trunk,
remote keyless entry,
next generation

“Widetrack” logo.

3.1L 175 HP V6 engine, 4 spd auto, air, 6 way puwer
driver's seat, CD stereo/cassette, p :
locks, windows, mirrors, i
remote keyless o
entry, split folding /e
rear seat, 4 wheel Sl
disc brakes.

g

5yr/100,000 km Powertrain Warranty with $0
Deductible 3.4L 185 HP V6 engine, 4 spd auto, air,
ABS, p locks, windows, mirrors, remote keyless
entry, CD stereo, side-impact air P —
h ags 5 star s af&l}' rati ng, #”.. #5 ddatns . RGNS
Energuide award. &

2.2L 140 HP Ecotec engine, 4 spd autu air,
5 yr/100,000 km .
powertrain warranty
with $0 deductible,
theft deterrent sys-
tem, 60/40 split
folding rear seat

1.8L 130 HP engine, air
conditioning, 5 speed
manual transmission, o ey |

Vortec 4300 190-HP VB 4-spd, auto, NC Iuﬂkmg
differential, ABS, CD stereo, P
D. locks/windows/ heated

MIrrors, remote key- i i
CD.sterep, 60/40 less entry, tilt g -
split folding leather wrapped
rear seat.

steering wheel,
cruise control

Visit oor
NEW LOCATION and
SHOWRODOM |
g | MAIN ST. E.
MILTON

| MON. - THURS.

TOLL FREE 1-888-878-2354 | [EEIUEREULLIN

- FAI. & SAT. |
9:00 am - 6:00 Pm
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