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Flu cases droppmg steadily,
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By JASON MISNER
The Champion

Influenza A continues to loosen
its grip on Halton as the region
heads into the final few weeks of
what’s been a long and grueling flu
season.

As of Friday, a total of 213 lab-
confirmed flu cases had been
reported to Halton Region’s health
department, resulting in nine
deaths — one child and the rest
seniors. The same time last year,
two dozen cases had been reported
and resulted in no deaths.

Mary Anne Carson, manager of
Halton’s communicable disease
program, said cases have been
dropping steadily since the begin-
ning of the year, bringing some
relief to health staff that have been
swamped with monitoring the viru-
lent virus.

“We are seeing a significant
downturn in the number of flu
cases being reported to us,” she
saild. “We saw the downturn in
January, and again in February
we re seeing fewer cases.”

The flu season usually starts in

November and ends around the end
of March.
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Earlier this winter season 1t was
easy to think influenza cases would

never stop piling up. In December

alone, 167 flu cases were reported,
up more than 600 per cent the pre-
vious December.

Thirty one cases were reported
last month and one so far this
month.

“It’s the same pattern we’re see-
Ing 1n other jurisdictions in Ontario
atfected by influenza,” Ms Carson
said.

As of the week of February 2, the
most recent numbers available, the
Ministry of Health and Long-term
Care had 5,308 flu cases reported,
resulting in 251 deaths. Last win-
ter, the Province had 913 flu cases.

Even though cases are dropping,
Ms Carson said the Region is stay-
ing alert for the flu. It’s not uncom-
mon to see cases appear later in the
winter season, so health-care pro-
fessionals are being urged to assess
whether a sick person may have
contracted influenza.

Ms Carson said this year’s flu
has been dominated by the A
Fujpan strain, which wasn’t includ-
ed in this winter season’s flu vac-
cine. The flu also arrived earlier
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this year than in the past.

But thankfully the vaccine offers
some cross-protection from A
Fupan. And Ms Carson said resi-
dents have been vigilant in getting
a flu shot, doing their part to help
limit the flu’s impact on the com-
munity. It’s likely flu shots have
also played a role in reducing the
severity of the illness had a person
contracted the flu, she said.

As of about two weeks ago, a
total of 165,000 free flu shots in
Halton had been administered,
including those from the Region,
hospitals and family physicians.
That’s way up from last year’s total
of 128,700.

Given the flu arrived earlier this
year and 1n a stronger form, Ms
Carson — stressing it’s difficult to
predict when a flu season will
arrive —  hopes the public will
remember this next winter.

“When immunizations become
available, the public should take
advantage of that opportunity,” she
said, noting regional flu clinics
started in late October.

Jason Misner can be reached at

Jjmisner@miltoncanadianchampi-
on.com.
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Merv Special

/dozen or
.15 each

Feb 19, 20, 21
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Regular Store Hours
Mon.-Thurs. 8:30 am - 7 pm
Friday 8:30 am - 8 pm
Saturday 8:30 am - 6 pm
Sunday 9:00 am - 5 pm
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|OVER 81 000 000
IN INVENTORY OF ﬂPTIMlIM USHI VEHICLES

& ::::,_.::.-"' Cash prices are plus frt. & LT oombsl md with any

AN ::.ahi‘it 1 20D 72 2004 7
285HP Vortec 4800 V8 engine, 4-speed auto w/ overdrive,
ABS, 40/20/40 split front seat with custom cloth trim, dual-

zone air cond, CD stereo, 16" alum
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3.4L 185 HP V6 engine, air conditioning, pnwer
locks, windows, mirrors, CD

| , . n stereo, remote kevless 5- 5 N
wheels tilt steering, remote key- - p =1 B i
. N Star Safety Rating  (SESEL . =

less entry, p locks, Windows, e o=t ———— i

mirrors, locking differential, g _(hased ook

automatic headlights

(ash Purchase

3.8L V6 engme 4 spd auto w/ uverdrwe air, 6 way
p driver's seat, CD stereo w/ 6 speakers, 16" alum
locks, windows, mirrors, : wheels, dual exhaust, p locks, .

[eMote keyless commsmmmmmaeet e L | windows, mirrors, trunk, . 8
rear seat, 4 wheel @y next generation
disc brakes. “Widetrack” logo.

3.1L 175 HP V6 engme 4 spd atn air, 6 way pnwer
drivers seat, CD stereo/cassette, p R

2004 Nantana 8o
5yr/100,000 km Powertrain Warranty with $0

i T e
2004 Pantias Stunifea Saidan SL

2.2L. 140 HP Ecotec engine, 4 spd autu air,

Deductible 3.4L 185 HP V6 engine, 4 spd auto, air, 5 yr/100,000 km

ABS, p locks, windows, mirrors, remote keyless powertrain warranty iz
entry, CD stereo, side-impact air e P with $0 deductible, .. %
bags, 5 star safety rating, o theft deterrent sys- |

Energuide award. tem, 60/40 split

folding rear seat
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1.8L 130 HP engine. air Vortec 4300 190-HP V8, 4-spd, auto, A:’C Inckmg
conditioning, 5 gpggd _ R differential, ABS, CD StErBD
manual transmission <4 e | | p.locks/windows/ heated

CD stereo, 60/40 B | MIITOTS, TEMOLE Key- s

split folding B | less entry, tilt e

steering wheel,
cruise control
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NFW LOCATION and
SHOWRODOM

| MAIN ST. E.

(905) 878-2355 |RRL

Vallac ce

MON. - THURS.
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