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In the past year-and-a-half, eight new
family physicians have set up shop In
Milton — and one more will be arriving
this year — thanks to the physician recruit-
Ing committee.

That’s one of the steps the hospital has
already been taken to deal with Milton’s
burgeoning population, said Cindy
McDonell,

Hometown Sears. shop locally.

CLOSEOUT!

WHILE QUANTITIES LAST
SAVE 150.05. KENMORE"

self-clean coil range. Searing grill included.

#62418. Sears reg.
Only 27.09

Receive

CRAFTSMAN 4-hp, 22" lawnmower
with Briggs & Stratton engine.
(#36213. Sears reg. 259.99.) when you buy
this CRAFTSMAN 9-hp, 27" self-propelled
sniowblower. Dual stage. Electric start. Light.
#52119.1599.99

Lawnmower must accompany any returns

ALL

UNIVERSAL FITNESS®
ELLIPTICAL TRAINERS

AND EXERCISE BIKES

ON SALE

79999.649.94
monthly*

KENMORE 'SPECIAL ED!TION
super capacity washer and dryer.
Save $130. Washer. #24692.

chief operating officer of

..-j..': i

Milton District Hospital.

Ms McDonell was at Hugh Foster Hall
January 8 speaking to the Milton branch of
the Canadian Federation of Umversity
Women about the challenges the hospital 1s
currently experiencing and the ways it’s
planning to deal with the expanding popu-
lation.

Ms McDonell explained that the popula-
tion increase that started about seven years
ago means the hospital Milton used to
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know is no longer adequate.

“From 1987 to 1997, we had a commu-
nity that didn’t grow at all,” she said. It
was a wonderful, stable environment to
work in. Now, with the explosive popula-
tion growth, there’s a gap at the hospital
(between what it provides and what it
needs to provide).”

In efforts to bridge the gap, a physician
recruitment committee was created a few
years ago, resulting in six family physi-
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cians who’re currently accepting new
patients. There are now a total of 23 fami-
ly physicians practicing in Milton, up from
the 14 physicians there were when the
recruiting team began several years ago. At
that time, there were no Milton physicians
accepting new patients.

Also, there are now three obstetricians in
Milton, filling the equivalent of two full-
time -positions. That’s something to cele-
brate, said Ms McDonell, considering the
obstetrics unit had to be closed twice 1n the
past three years, forcing pregnant Milton
women to deliver at Oakville-Trafalgar
Memorial Hospital. Last year, 300 babies
were delivered at Milton District Hospital,
Ms McDonell said.

The hospital 1s in the preliminary stages
of a necessary facility expansion, Ms
McDonell told the group. But, she said,
there are still ministry approvals to gain
before the planning is put into action.

The hospital is currently about 100,000
square feet but needs to at least double 1n
size to meet what Milton’s population will
be by 2016. Fortunately, she said, there’s
no want of land. The hospital sits on 29
acres of land, most of 1t unused.

That means that while the hospital 1s
expanding, it can remain operational.

Some of the services that need to expand
include ambulatory care, diagnostic 1mag-
ing and rehabilitation. Mental health care
will also be needed as the population
increases, Ms McDonell said.

As to when the needed expansion might
happen, nobody knows. Ms McDonell said
the Ontario Ministry of Health and Long-
Term Care is aware of the intent to expand,
but it isn’t known how long it might take to
get approval.

Ward 4 Councillor Wendy Schau said
she’s pleased Milton District Hospital has
the land needed to expand. “It’s great that
we have that opportunity. The hospital 1s an
important thing to Milton, and I hear how
proud (residents) are,” she said.

Maureen Martin moved to Milton eight
years ago and said having a hospital she
felt comfortable with was a big factor n
her decision to move here.

“It’s tremendously important to have a
good hospital,” Ms Martin concluded.

Stephanie Thiessen can be reached at
sthiessen@miltoncanadianchampion.com.
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