Much needed transit service
for disabled could start soon

By JASON MISNER

The Champion

Alan Jordan looks out his bed-
room window at Deborah’s Home
on Ontario Street North and all he
Sees 1S Snow.

Born with cerebral palsy and
confined to a wheelchair, snow
1sn’t always a welcomed site
because it makes it nearly impossi-
ble to use sidewalks to get to places
like Milton Mall.

An mterim service for the town’s
physically-challenged only pro-
vides trips for medical appoint-
ments and that’s not good enough
for Mr. Jordan, 42.

But after learning the Town of
Milton is poised to introduce a new
longer-term transit system for the
physically-challenged, an excited
Mr. Jordan feels he will re-gain
some of his independence.

“It’s really needed,” he said, not-
ing he’s contacted Milton politi-
cians about a new service. “It’s
pretty darn discouraging not to
have transportation.”

Town officials will recommend
to town council at its January 26
meeting to contract Laidlaw to pro-
vide accessible transit service,
starting as soon as possible until
the end of June, at a cost of
$42,000. That money has been set
aside in the approved 2004 budget.

Laidlaw has a contract with the
Town to provide conventional tran-
sit service, which expires June 30.

The Town will need to enter into
a new contract for transit by that
point. Whatever company that hap-
pens to be, accessible transit will
be appropriately. looked after,
whether it’s with another operator
or extending Laidlaw’s contract,
saild Heidi Schlegl, Milton's co-
ordinator of traffic and transit.

“No matter what, the service will
be uninterrupted,” she said.

It would be offered Monday to
Frniday from 7 am. until 6 p.m.
Weekend service would be handled
by taxis for non-wheelchair users
and Red Cross would accommo-
date wheelchair-bound users.

Users will be able to book rides
between seven days and 24 hours
notice for destinations anywhere in
Milton, but priority will be given to
those with medical appointments.

Costs for the rides will be $2 for
trips under 5 km, $5 for trips over 5
km and $20 (round-trip) for med-
ical purposes outside of Milton.

There are eligibility require-
ments to be met to qualify for the
service.

Statistics show most riders use
the service for trips under 5 km.

Jennifer Reynolds, Milton’s
director of community services,
expects the new system to be better
and more rehable. “(The interim
measure) 1S not ideal, we know
that,” she said. “There has been
concern expressed about condition
of vehicles and customer service

issues. | think we're looking for-
ward to providing a reasonable
level of service to Milton.”

Transit for the physically-chal-
lenged has been in flux in Milton
since mid-last year.

Last June, Milton Taxi stopped
offering a wheelchair accessible
van because the van's licence
expired due to the age of the vehi-
cle, and the taxi operator couldn’t
afford to buy a new van.

On a temporary measure, the
Town of Milton has arranged that
Milton Taxi users contact the
Canadian Red Cross Society to use
its wheelchair accessible van for
medical appointments only.

Milton Taxi still offers service to
non-wheelchair users.

Also, users who are associated
with Community Living North
Halton for other services, can use
its wheelchair accessible van at no
charge. This service will continue
until the new service starts, Ms
Reynolds said.

Based on previously-offered
transit services for the physically-
challenged, approximately 11,000
riders access it annually.

Meanwhile, Town officials will
study the results of a transit study
that could help shape how future
specialized transit needs can best
be provided for local residents.

Jason Misner can be reached at
Jmisner@miltoncanadianchampi-
on.com.
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School Features

*Low student ratio *Advanced technology computer lab

*Comprehensive music program
*Gymnastics, Swimming, Martial Arts

*Before & After School Program *Transportation

*March Break, Summer & Christmas Programs

For more information call 905-567-3553
7215 Millcreek Drive (North of Derry Rd.)

www.l nnrosehel vhts.net

Please join us

~Co-educational School l
- Kindergarten to Grade Eight -
~Full Day Junior and Senior
Kindergarten Programs -~
~ Also teaturing a half day junior
Prep. Program for 3 year old
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HALTON CATHOLIC DISTRICT SCHOOL BOARD

AUDITED FINANCIAL STATEMENTS

for the year ended

August 31, 2003

are available on the
Board Website

www.haltonrc.edu.on.ca

Copies are also available at
the Board Office,
802 Drury Lane,

Burlington, Ontario.

A. Bailey
Chair of the Board

Lou G. Piovesan
Director of Education

a Usmg hypnosis with Positive Changes, | lost 45 Ibs
in 6 months. You can change your behaviours
perimanently, through hypnosis.

-Wendy Rayner

Using hypnosis, there are:
-No Diets g
*No Drugs

‘No Weigh-ins
*‘No Supplements

It'Is an all-natural method. You use
your own mind for safe, sensible

permanent weight loss!

*Weight Loss
«Stress Management
*Stop Smoking

L_earning Acceleration
-Sales Mastery
Pain Management

Call Now for your FREE Consultation

Positive Changes
Hypnosis Centres

Stress Management
Stop Smoking Alcohol Free

35 Main St., South, Olde Downtown Georgetown

(903) 877-2077

PositiveChanges-

"Where Results Happen”

(Two doors south of the TD Bank)
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