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Don’t hold your breath )

If the Ontario Liberal government is
looking for any more leftover legacies
from their predecessors to get rid of, they
might consider the policy of pooling
money from the GTA to help pay for
Toronto’s social services.

However, we’re not going to hold our
collective breaths waiting for them to do so
because the Ontario Liberals would have
to come up with extra money to fund those
social services.

According to the Region’s financial
experts, Halton taxpayers have contributed
$230 million for Toronto’s social services
since pooling was created five years ago.
That’s just Halton’s share. Peel, Durham
and York have also pumped in several hun-
dreds of millions of dollars over the same
time period.

So, if the Ontario Liberals decided to
scrap the GTA pooling plan altogether in
order to appease the suburbs, they would
have to fund the shortfall. The last time we
looked, the Liberals were still claiming to
be cash poor due to the $5-billion deficit
they say the departing Tories left for them.

In addition, neighbouring Hamilton,

Box 248, 191 Main St. E.,

which is facing a multi-million deficit, is
eyeing Toronto’s pooling dollars with
noticeable envy. Add them into the mix
and Halton taxpayers will be seeing more
of their property tax dollars leaving their
community.

Actually, we’re not so much opposed to
the GTA pooling system itself as we are to
the concept of using property tax dollars to
fund social services costs 1n the first place.

Property taxes should go toward funding
hard services such as roads, water systems
and building facilities, which can be
planned for and the costs calculated ahead
of time.

Costs for services such as social pro-
grams are difficult to predict and often
dependent on influences such as the econ-
omy, unemployment and interest rates,
which local municipalities can’t control.

While we sympathize with Halton
Region’s desire to remove itself from the
costly GTA system, we feel the greater
goal is to convince the Province to deliver
on its promised ‘New Deal’ for municipal-
ities to fund alternate sources of financing
to the antiquated property tax system.
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Tax increase is disappointing, says reader

Dear Editor:

[ applaud readers who take the
time to write comments to the edi-
tor, like Charles Small who wants
rural garbage to be a pay-per-bag
system.

He states that many other munic-
ipalities have such a system and
sell “books of tags, one of which
must be attached to each bag of
garbage.” Mr. Small says this sys-
tem is more flexible and is inher-
ently fawrer than an assessment-
based system.

As Patrick Kelly states, our local
politicians “promised citizens that
growth would pay for itself, but are
now telling us we will be getting a
2 per cent increase’’ on our tax rate.

This i1s what causes me concern.
Mayor Gord Krantz stated it was
okay to raise the tax rate in line with
inflation, that there has not been an
increase for 10 years.

Just last year, the average proper-
ty assessment increased by 16.9 per
cent. So there’s already an increase
in property tax revenue in excess of
the inflation rate.

In fact, in a Champion issue
before Christmas, it was suggested
that when property assessments
increase, the tax rate normally goes
down. But not in Milton, where it
went up 2 per cent.

I wonder how Canadians would
feel if the GST rate increased with
the inflation rate. If a tire cost $50
in 1994, the federal government got
7 per cent GST, or $3.50. If the
same tire cost $100 in 2004, the
government got 7 per cent GST, or
$7. The inflation rate is taken care
of in the price of the tire.

In the case of property owners,
the assessed value of our property
has increased 800 per cent 1n excess
of the inflation rate. To further

increase this by factoring in a high-
er tax rate is lunacy.

Now Mr. Krantz, are we being
asked to pay a higher tax rate?
How much more 1s our tax rate
going to increase for garbage pick-
up’

As another letter writer asked,
where are those dollars going from
the casino on Guelph Line?
Shouldn't that cover garbage pick
up?

Shame on our municipal govern-
ment for not being able to balance
the books. Perhaps our elected rep-
resentatives could outline just how
much more revenue they collect in
taxes — and from the slots at
Mohawk — than they did two or
three years ago.

I'd gamble it’s a lot more than the
1.6 per cent inflation rate.
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