‘1t’s better safe than sorry with
your carbon monoxide alarm

By STEPHANIE THIESSEN
The Champion

Over the past month, the Milton
Fire Department has responded to
almost two dozen carbon monox-
ide alarms, with many seemingly
caused by faulty detectors.

While that might seem like a
waste of time and resources,
spokespeople from the Milton Fire
Department said they couldn't see
it more differently. In fact, training
co-ordinator Tim Roberts said he
wouldn't mind if there were even
more calls.

"It means the system is work-
ing,” Mr. Roberts said, explaining
that Milton residents should be
calling the fire department every
time their carbon monoxide detec-
tors go off. "That's one call we
don't mind going to."

He said it's not a question of
wasted resources. But it might be a
question of wasted lives 1f the calls
don’t come 1n.

"People sometimes ignore it and
treat it (the alarm) as a nuisance,
waiting for the situation to wors-
en," he said.

But, he said, waiting until the
morning to see if the situation has
taken care of itself could prove
fatal, since carbon monoxide 1s

colourless and odourless.

From November 15 to December
15 — according to incident sum-
maries sent to The Champion from
the Milton Fire Department — fire
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crews responded to 22 carbon
monoxide alarm activations 1n
Mualton.

Of those, faulty detectors were
suspected in 16 cases. Three inci-
dents were caused by what fire
crews suspect were faulty furnaces
and one was caused by a gas stove.
Two alarms went off because vehi-
cles were left running in residents
garages.

Capt. Mark Cross, who recently
finished a carbon monoxide train-
ing program for firefighters, said
he still responds to calls where peo-
ple tell him they ignored the first
couple of alarms and called the fire
department only when the alarm
went off a third or fourth time. This
needs to change, he said.

It's normal that more carbon
monoxide calls come through in
the winter months, Capt. Cross
said. It's particularly important at
this time of year for the public to be
aware of how this deadly gas enters
homes 1In order to prevent
tragedies.

"It's called the silent killer for a
reason, Capt. Cross said.

There are a few key reasons why
carbon monoxide  incidents
increase in the winter, Capt. Cross
said.

Since houses are kept buttoned
up tightly during the winter, Capt.
Cross said running appliances can
cause a negative pressure in the arr,
which in turn results in the house
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On behalf of The Royal Canadian Legion, Pte. U.]. (Joe) Waters, Branch 136, I would like to thank the people of Milton for their support by their generous donations to thls

year’s Poppy Campaign. A special thanks to the many Volunteers; Business and Service Clubs; our Police Departments; Cadets; Navy; Army and Airforce; Milton District Pipe
Band, and Parade Marshall, Dave McNeill. I would also like to thank the businesses and volunteers who made this campaign a success.
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sucking in air from outside through
any and every crevice. If the air 1s
polluted or contains carbon
monoxide from nearby running
cars, fumes can enter the home.

Also, having dangerous fumes
emit from a furnace isn't unusual
when 1t's first fired up. And since
windows are closed in winter,
there's nowhere for the toxic fumes
to go. Blocked chimneys can also
cause problems.

'Get your chimney swept and
inspected on a regular basis,” he
advised the public. "Get everything
serviced on a regular basis. That's
the best thing you can do."

Capt. Cross said people some-
times think it's okay to run their
cars In their garages if the garage
doors are open. It's not, he said,
adding that a carbon monoxide
detector can even go off because of
an 1dling car in the neighbour's
driveway.

"Thirty seconds 1s all you need to
warm up your car. And let it run in
the drniveway (not the garage),” he
said.

Put the detector where occupants
sleep. There's no point of it being in
the basement. When harmiful
fumes come from the furnace, the
gas travels through the ductwork
and often rnight mto bedrooms
where people are sleeping.

Stephanie Thiessen can be
reached at sthiessen@miltoncana-
dianchampion.com.
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edusdag,Dmmberﬂ 2003
Hats - Noismakers - GhanqaqgneatMldnght&S Prizes all included!
Live Band: Brandon LauufmtwugSOuud Out

Menu

Anitpasts Bar * Pasta * Main Course
Dessert Table

Coffee & Tea Bar Included

Tickets - $100 per person
Table of € - $95 per person * Table 6f 10 - $90 per person
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Halton Police Association
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Salvation Army Town of Milton Meritor 820 Air Cadets |
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Navy League Compass Rose
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Last but not least, our Ladies Auxiliary and the Executive, Branch 136. Thank you Angels for your help.

Thank you one and all,
Sharon McKeown, President
George Thornborrow, Poppy Chairman
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