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Town says legal opinion on bike path is in its favour

By JASON MISNER
Ihe Champion

Residents are feeling pretty good about a legal
opinion that shows the Town has the power to
redesign or relocate a contentious paved bike
path in the relatively-new Hawthorne Village
subdivision.

“We feel, since there is some flexibility, that it
allows residents and elected officials to come up
with a possible fair and safe compromise that
will be more suitable to the residents in the area,”
said Rob Deslauriers, who has been working on
the issue on behalf of residents living on the four
streets affected by the bike path.

He would like to see, for example, a path cre-
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land.

Paul Cripps, Milton’s engineering director,
said an opinion provided last month shows the
Town “has more manoeuvering room than we
thought we might have.”

He wouldn’t specify any further about the
Town’s position on what kind of bike path it
would like to see.

A meeting will be held before Christmas
between Town staff and the Hawthorne develop-
er, Mattamy Homes, so they “can understand
each other’s position in regard to the matter to

make sure everyone knows what options - are
available.”

A\ PUDIIC HICCUNg with residents will be held
probably in the second week of January to get
their feedback on the bike path issue before a
recommendation is brought before council for a
vote, likely in February, said Mr. Cripps.

Any changes to the bike path require a council
vote, he said.

The bike path has become a.sensitive issue
because Mattamy had plans to build a $125,000
paved path that many residents vehemently
opposed. It was proposed to run between boule-
vards — open pieces of land in front of homes —
and would cross residents' driveways.

Homeowners have argued they knew nothing
about a bike path, and when they did, they said

the type of path devalued their homes and was
too unsafe because it would bisect driveways.

The complaints eventually prompted the Town
to send a letter to Mattamy in mid-September
instructing the company to halt impending con-
struction of the bike path.

Residents have said they’re not against bike
paths, but want a path better designed compared
to Mattamy’s current one.

The Town has said the bike path is part of an
agreement signed with Mattamy, which owns
the three-year-old subdivision, before housing
construction was allowed to start.

Jason Misner can be reached at jmisner@mil-
toncanadianchampion.com.

Halton Junior Farmers Presents.
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Wednesday, December 31, 2003
Country Heritage Park, Gambrel Barn
Milton, Ontario

Cocktails/Appetizers 6:00pm $40.00/person

Dinner 7:00pm Advanced Tickets Only
Dance to follow (9pm - 1am) Semi-Formal

Prime Rib Buffet
Cash bar
Proceeds going to the Canadian Beef Relief Fund
*Kids 10 and under/$12.00

Celebrate the changing of the years with your friends and family in
a magically decorated country setting.

Join many past, and present Junior Farmers along with the
community at large to support the effect of the Mad Cow Crisis in
Canada.

Call 519-827-0823 for tickets before December 15th
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BRING IN THIS AD AND SAVE!

M_;The Easter Seal Society, Ontario
b . ALL DAY FUNDRAISER Chapers
Monday D___mber 8, 2003 ——
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Chapters, Indigo and Coles and the volunteers and community of The
Easter Seal Society, Ontario cordially invite all friends and families
to a day of shopping while supporting Easter Seals. With every pur-
chase of regularly priced in-store items made at Chapters and Coles,
10% of the purchase will be donated directly back to The Easter Seal
Society, Ontario. Choose from a wide selection of books, gift items,
magazines, music, and much more! Join us for a fun day of culture

and literacy and the chance to support and celebrate with your com-
munity as a whole.

All you need to do is bring this invitation so The Easter Seal Society,
Ontario can be credited for the purchase. If you need more informa-
tion, please contact Dorothy Ward at 905-639-9429. |

Please note, in order to ensure the most successful and profitable
fundraiser possible, all discount programs including the Rewards pro-
gram, will not be in effect during the event, and the purchase of Gift
Certificates/Gift Cards do not count toward the fundraiser.

If you need to return a fundraiser purchase, please note that all prod-
ucts are for exchange only.

Please bring this invitation with you to the fundraiser! THANK YOU e
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