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OMMENT

Crying wolf costly

Policing is a tough enough job without
the added burden of being led on wild
goose chases. ' |

Yet, mn the last two months, too much of
Halton police officers’ time has been wast-
ed on bogus allegations of an extremely
serious nature.,

Twice since September local teens in
Burlington have reported that strangers
attempted to abduct them — claims that
turned out to be untrue.

In the latest case — involving a 14-year-
old girl — three police officers were
assigned to investigate the abduction alle-
gation. During a second meeting with
police, the teen confessed she had made the
whole thing up.

Equally disturbing was the young com-
plainant’s suspect description, which hap-
pened to match a man seen in the area by
others that day — adding the appearance of
legitimacy to the bogus claim.

We shudder to think how many innocent
lives might have been needlessly dragged
through our justice system had this girl not
recanted her story.

Whether these were childish pranks, ado-
lescent attempts to gain attention or the
actions of teens with serious problems,
these stunts wasted precious emergency
SEIVICe resources.

With a proposed double-digit increase to
the budget of Halton's police force likely to
receive close scrutiny, we believe such acts
of public mischief should carry a price tag
— perhaps literally.

While police are reluctant to charge teens
— especially if they have never been in
trouble before — taxpayers shouldn't have
to foot the bill for such behaviour.

When you park your car where parking
isn’t allowed, you can expect a parking
ticket. When carelessness or ignorance of
fire code regulations leads to a blaze, fire
departments can bill the cost of responding
to the call to the at-fault party.

In cases of public mischief, parents or
guardians of minors should be presented
with a bill for the policing costs of investi-
gating the false accusation.

Perhaps then citizens of any age might
think twice before crying wolf.
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Malboeuf says thank-you to everybody
who supported him in municipal election

Dear Editor:

For all those who participated in
this past municipal election, thank-
you for showing an interest and car-
ing about the future of our commu-
nity.

To all those who supported me
and voted for me, thank-you. Thank
you for focusing on my past record
as your councillor and the real

during the campaign.

To the members of the new coun-
cil, congratulations and good luck.
You face some very difficult chal-
lenges ahead as you try to balance
the needs and wants of the commu-
nity with the fiscal realities of
today.

Finally, I'd like to thank the peo-
ple of Milton for having given me

Over the last six years there have
been some frustrating and contro-
versial times, but also some satisfy-
Ing times. ~

I hope that through my efforts on
council I’ve contributed to improv-
ing the quality of life for the people
of Milton.

Maybe someday I'll have the
opportunity to Sserve you once

issues facing our town and ignoring the opportunity to serve them over again.

the dirty politics and personal the past six years as a town and Rick Malboeuf
attacks that were directed at me regional councillor. Milton
Arthritis Society volunteers deserve thanks: Milton chair

Dear Editor:
- On behalf of the Milton Arthritis Society, I’d like to
send out a special message of appreciation to the fol-

lowing people for their efforts in the Arthritis Society’s
September campaign.

Thanks to Marjorie Powys, Jim and Helen Powers.

Ellie Mulder, Barb Crowe, Derek Hodge, Virginia

Mount, Cathy Romadenko, Lorne Greenwood and all
the canvassers.

Thanks for all your help.

Audrea Lear-Costigan, chair
Milton Arthritis Society

_ Have your say on a local issue with a letter to the ediitor. Fax all your
letters to (905) 878-4943, or e-mail them to miltoned@haltonsearch.com.




