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By JASON MISNER
T'he Champion

Unsuccessful Ward 1 municipal election
candidate Greg Nelson says voting hours
should be extended to help avoid the kind
of low turnout that plagued his ward in last
week’s election.

Mr. Nelson said he isn’t blaming the
Town, but that the hours on the day of vot-

ficient. He thinks the polls should open at
8 a.m. so people can vote before they head
to work, and could lead to a higher turnout
the next time around.

"I do agree that we have a two-hour win-
dow in the morning,” he said. “I’'m sure
they’re (the Town) receiving tons of input
from the wards about how to do things bet-
ter in 2006.”

Ward 1’s voter turnout was 22 per cent,
compared to next highest in wards 3 and 4
at 33 per cent. Ward 2 has the largest
turnout at 37 per cent.

Town staff will bring back a report on
election 1ssues — like outlining advanced
poll locations — when the next election
rolls around in 2006.

Town clerk Troy McHarg said council
will have the option at that time of extend-
ing voting hours if it wants to. Changes
would require a majority vote.

While the report is still a ways away, he
said 1t could include recommendations for
longer voting hours.

Council can choose to have voting day
start earlier than 10 a.m., but it can’t extend
the hours beyond 8 p.m., Mr. McHarg said

Also, “it’s possible in the future we can

look at ways of accommodating voters at
the advanced polling locations,” he said.
“We can set the hours for advanced polls,”
he said.

The advanced polls this year were held
over two days at Milton Mall. The hours
reflected when the mall was open.

Another reason given as to why voter
turnout was so low in Ward 1 was the loca-
tion of polling stations.

Lou Medeiros, an unsuccessful candi-
date in Ward 1, said the locations for the
ward were ill-chosen.

Eligible voters on the ward’s east side
had to go Trafalgar Golf and Country Club
and those on the west side had to go to the
Milton Sports Centre.

Mr. Medeiros said the drive to both loca-
tions was simply too far, which he feels
contributed to the ward’s disappointing
voler turnout.

“Two-thirds of the voting public comes
from the new subdivision. Why would they
place a voting polling station (at the golf
course) so far away?”

Mr. McHarg said he’s responsible for
choosing the eight voting locations and
drove around town to find the most appro-
priate spots.

“We had to accommodate all the electors
in Ward 1 and balance competing interests
(from other wards).”

But Mr. McHarg noted those polling
locations could change in the 2006 elec-
tion.

Jason Misner can be reached at jmis-
ner@miltoncanadianchampion.com.
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we believeoml in helping.

Anyone. Anywhere.

PLEASE GIVE 1-888-321-3433
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0 Farm Credit Government Guaranteed

" As at November 10, 2003, RRSP Eligible

Call (905) 854-4540 or Toll Free 1-866-512-4283 or
call your BMO Nesbitt Burns Investment Advisor
Dianna Bristow

Minimum $10,000. Rates subject to change without notice.
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Natural HRT"‘“M

Is part of a complete menopause
management lifestyle

The Natural Choice
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A new Church

for a new Milton!

Discover what you never expected!

Honestly, it’s that simple!”

Relaxed Away 33 Lbs.!

“You relax and lose weight at the same time.

-Edel Sykora

This 1sn’t how you
pictured church.

New, fresh and focused
on the challenges you
are facing.

* genuine people
» awesome children’s program
* hot coffee and muffins

» relaxed atmosphere

Sunday, Nov. 23

10 AM - Our First Service!
Topic “Is there purpose to life in Milton?”
Milton Seniors Centre

| (500 Childs Rd)
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Milton

A Church For Your Heart, Mind & Spirit
www.thesanctuary.ca

(905) 257-3987

Using hypnosis, there are:
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*No Shots
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your own mind for
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Call Now for your FREE Consultation

Positive Changes
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Stress Management
Stop Smoking Alcohol Free

35 Main St., South, Olde Downtown Georgetown
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