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Public told to keep their garages
locked even when they’ re home

By STEPHANIE THIESSEN
The Champion

After a number of recent bike
thefts, police are reminding Milton
residents to keep their garage doors
closed and locked at all times.

"These are crimes of opportuni-
ty,” said Det. Carol Crowe with
Halton Regional Police. "You can
be sitting at home and someone can
walk by your home, grab a bike,
and be gone in a matter of seconds
without you seeing anything."

Det. Crowe said the thefts from
garages of bikes and other items
seem to be increasing.

"It's becoming more of a prob-
lem,"” she said.

The most recent theft from a
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garage that was reported to police
happened between November 9
and Saturday. Unknown suspects
entered a Syer Drive garage
through an unlocked door and took
golf clubs, a golf bag and a jacket,
all worth $1,000.

Another happened November 10
between 11 am. and 2 p.m. at a
Laurier Avenue home, Det. Crowe

said. An unknown suspect entered

the garage through an unlocked
door and took a bike worth $750.
"It's so frustrating,” Det. Crowe
said of incidents that occur when
doors are left open or unlocked.
Sometime between 7:30 p.m.
November 5 and noon November
8, unknown suspects entered a
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Valleyview Crescent home through
the unlocked side door to the
garage. A bike worth $5,000 was
stolen.

And between 3:30 and 5:30 p.m.
on November 2, thieves saw their
opportunity and stole a bike plus
two sets of golf clubs worth
$4,350. The garage door of the
Pine Street home had been left not
just unlocked, but open, Det.
Crowe said.

Det. Crowe said she doesn't think
Milton residents are oblivious to
crime, but they're letting their
guards down. She said although it's
easy to leave the garage door
unlocked all day, it's important for
residents to keep them locked all
the time since thefts don't just hap-
pen at night.

Stephanie Thiessen can be
reached at sthiessen@miltoncana-
dianchampion.com.
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a4 Safety Checks

o Brakes

a4 2/4 Wheel Alignment
s Cooling System Service
s Engines

IY.4 Quaker State 0Oil, Lube &
Fram Oil Filters

a4 Computer Analysis
s Tune Ups
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GUARANTEED

1,500

OFF 2003 MODEL

(4’ Hidden Hitch

o Exhaust

4’ Suspension Service

o Tire Rotation & Balancing
s’ General Tires

s Transmissions & Service
o Electrical

4 Air Conditioning

M’ Shocks & Struts

ONTARIO'S

CEAN

Accredited Test™
& Repair Facility

*An official mark of the Province of
Oniarko used under Soanos
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F | n all cl
“on virtually all 2003
‘Models up to 60 months
“or virtually all 2004
‘Models up to 48 months
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*750

OFF 2004 MODEL

Serving Milton
For Over 3

Generations

The sensible way to buy a car or truck | g




