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In contractlng study

By JASON MISNER

The Champion

In an attempt to quash concerns, Halton
Region says there will be public consulta-
tion into a study that will determine 1if con-
tracting out services at its long-term care
facilities is cost-efficient.

Adelina Urbanksi, Halton’s commission-
er of social and community services, said
there will be an “opportunity for various
forms of input” into the four- to six-month
long organizational structure study.

“Because we’re so early in the process,
nothing has been outlined yet,” she said.
“Halton does have quite a history of con-
sultation.”

The Region has come under fire for the
organizational study as well for the deci-
sion to lay off four positions in hairdress-
ing and foot care, effective January 2.

Residents of Allendale and their families,
and the Ontario Public Service Employees
Union (OPSEU) representing the 300-plus
Allendale employees said they’re particu-
larly worried the study won’t include their
opinions about contracting out.

The study is being undertaken because
Halton will be opening two more long-
term care facilities — in addition to the
Allendale site on Ontario Street South — in
Oakville and Burlington in the next year or
SO.

The departments being considered for
contracting out are laundry, maintenance
and housekeeping.

Ms Urbanksi said she thinks there’s a
misperception that decisions about con-
tracting out services have been made. She
stressed that’s not the case.
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“We're early in the throes of this,” she
said, noting there will be a staff meeting n
about two weeks to start identifying the
study process.

Brenda Call, whose 84-year-old mother
is a resident of Allendale, said she’s happy
to hear the Region said it will consult the
public as part of the study.

“We're certainly going to be more
informed about how my mother 1s going to
be taken care of,” said Ms Call, an
Oakuville resident. “This is the only way to
g0.”

She just hopes that public consultation
will be legitimate.

“Is it going to be all smoke and mirrors?”
she asked.

Legitimacy is also what Terry Moore,
representative of the OPSEU for Allendale,
hopes for when it comes to public input.

“I’m glad they’re saying that and I think
the more public, the better,” he said.

But he said he questions that because
there was no public input sought before the
hairdressing and foot-care position lay-ofts
were announced.

“The proof is in the pudding for these
things,” he said. “I remain skeptical this is
a true investigation.”

Jason Misner can be reached at jmis-
ner@miltoncanadianchampion.com.

Volunteers are needed

Santa Claus is coming to town... sooner
than you may think.

The jolly old fellow will appear 1n
Milton's Santa Claus Parade November 23.
And plans are underway to make the 2003

parade the best ever.

This year's theme is: All I want for

Christmas 1s..."”

Of course, if you ask committee mem-
bers what they'd like, they'd say help on the
committee and more volunteers on the day
of the parade.

Organizing an event like the annual
parade takes hundreds of hours of volun-
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to help on parade day

teer work. The current committee 1s made
up of representatives of service clubs, com-
munity groups, organizations and individu-
als with help from the Town of Milton.
On they day of the parade, there's a need
for up to 100 volunteers to be clowns, carry

banners and hand out stuff. It qualifies for

community service hours students need to
graduate.

If you're interested in getting involved,
call committee chair Laura McKee at (905)
878-6347 or co-chair Paul Scherer at (905)
691-4288.
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WINTER IS NOT FRIENDLY

Nenend on us now to prepare
your car for when winter comes.
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Available at these
PADERNO retailers

MILTON

Milton Home Hardware
385 Steeles Ave. E

(905) 878-9222

FOUR DAYS ONLY,
40-70% OFF LIST!

The entire range of Paderno ( &

Canadian made quality stainless

steel cookware is available at some
very special savings. If you're quick.
This exceptional quality cookware,
featuring stay cool handles, no
drip lips, astonishing heat control
and a 25 Year Warranty, is on sale

for just four short days. Don't miss

this tremendous opportunity for BACK AGAIN...

WITH APOLOGIES!

For those of you who missed out in our
spring sale (sorry, we sold out very quickly),
this tremendous bargain is back.

LIST $298, SALE $89.40*

big savings on the cookware you'll
use every day & love for a lifetime.

Pots for Eternity, Sale ends Sunday!

' $39.99" Doorcrasher
3 litre stock pot, with cover. Regular list $126.

“Not all locations open Sunday.
Limited quantities on both stock
| pot specials. Sorry, we cannot
provide rainchecks on these
items, so please be early.

38 cm Roaster List $299 $149.50 |
. 6.0L Casserole List $242 $121.00
24 cm Non-Stick Fry List $170 $85.00

No lid with frypan

400/0 e

Campbellton stainless kettle, Sale price $59.99 Gt | A Ll |
7 pe stainless steel Signature Utensil set, Sale price $99.99 ¢ = R
Rectangular non-stick roaster with insert tray, Sale price $59 99 g

Information & Dealer Listings: Call 1-800-A-NEW-POT (1-800-263- 9758] or wehslte WWW. paderno com
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