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The Champion

Halton has gone from being
North America’s West Nile virus
hot spot last year to recording no
cases of human infection this year.

The public was saturated with
media coverage and public service
announcements throughout the
spring and summer about the mos-
quito-borne virus and its dangers.
And despite regional health staff
being kept busy addressing West
Nile, thankfully the threat never
really materialized in Halton this
year.

“One of the most remarkable
findings is Halton has zero human
cases,” Halton Medical Officer of
Health Dr. Bob Nosal said in an
interview. “The news could have
not been better.”

Dr. Nosal — noting the West Nile
season 1s “essentially over” — said
it’s interesting that Halton was one
of the few municipalities in and
around the GTA that had no West
Nile human cases.

There were 43 such cases In
Toronto, 10 in Peel, four iIn
Hamilton and one in York. All
those numbers, though, were down
this year from the previous year,
and overall Ontario experienced 73
per cent fewer human cases this
year compared to last year.

Former Burlington resident John
Stevens was the first person in
Canada diagnosed with West Nile,
and he’s ecstatic by the Halton
results.

After contracting the virus in
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“excruciating”’ muscle/joint pain

and a body rash, among other
things.

Mr. Stevens, who moved to
Brantford three months ago, credits
the Halton health department for its
doggedness to fight West Nile.

“Maybe a whole lot less people
will suffer from it and hopefully it
will carry on,” he said, noting he
suffers fatigue occasionally as a
result of contracting the virus.

But while encouraged by the
results, Dr. Nosal warned there’s
no telling what next year will
bring. That’s why there will be a

- West Nile prevention and surveil-

lance program in place in 2004 and
it could mirror this year’s, Dr.
Nosal said.

“It’'s reasonable to assume’ that
much, if not all of what we did this
year, we will probably do the same
again next year,” he said. “We’re in
the process of setting the 2004
budget and obviously those kinds
of things have to be considered.”

The program was created largely
because of the blows inflicted by
the virus last year — 60 human
cases and one death. Halton was
the first Ontario municipality to
enact a West Nile program.

The vaulted battle plan included
larviciding — the dropping of pesti-
cide pellets - approximately
35,000 catch basins and 62 stand-
ing pools of water, as well as
intense public education and sur-
velllance and monitoring of the
virus in humans, mosquitoes and
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«No residents got West Nile

Dr. Nosal said quick testing of
mosquito traps for the virus was
key.

“There was timely data on where
the high activity was,” he said.

There were 19 positive mosquito
pools found this year versus a
whopping 74 last year.

The program’s public education
component was instrumental in
fighting West Nile, Dr. Nosal said,
including the urgency to remove
mosquito breeding sites like stand-
ing water.

“Clearly the public got the mes-
sage about the things they needed
to do and that may very well have
played a role,” he said.

Adulticiding — or fogging — was
an option if the West Nile situation
ever worsened, but it wasn’t used.

The West Nile program ended up
costing about $1 million, of which
half 1s expected to be paid by the
Ontario government. The Province
will also pay the full costs of buy-
ing larviciding pellets.

Dr. Nosal also said a cooler, wet-
ter spring and the natural history of
the disease seemed to help control
the virus’s impact.

Meanwhile, the much-awaited
report documenting the results of
an Oakville blood study 1s expect-
ed to be released soon. The study
concludes how many of 1,505 vol-
unteers sampled previously con-
tracted the virus and didn’t know it.

Jason Misner can be reached at
Jmisner@miltoncanadianchampi-
on.com.
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CASH Sale Price
21,9516
CASH Sale Price
25,230

CASH Sale Price

2003 Pontiac Montana MSRP $37,795

7 Passenger, quad seating, loaded Stki#135538

2003 Pontiac Montana WMSRP $34,560

7 Passenger, quad seating Stk#135586

2003 Pontiac Montana MSRP $39,595

DVD Video Entertainment System Stk#237757

21,7114
2003 Pontiac Sunfire  MSRP $20,140

CASH Sale Price
2 door coupe, auto, air Stk#116212 w 3 979
el e

2003 Poniiac Grand Prix GT mSRp $35,035 CASH Sale Price

Leather, sunroof, loaded Stk#108669

i s s SR e b © .
2003 Cadillac Escalade msrp $79,060 CASH Sale Price

Fully loaded Stk#185192

Sploatd . sews SR J0E
2003 Cadillac Escalade msrp $81,800 CASH Sale Price

*66

Loaded, white diamond Stk#263136

979

2003 Pontiac Vibe GT  MSRP $29,130 CASH Sale Price

1.8 litre, 6 speed swser >y TOHH

MSRP $54.365 CASH Sale Price
woon  S44 27T

CASH Sale Price

45,980

2003 GMC Envoy XL

Absolutely loaded

MSRP $56,980

Stk#205012

2003 GMC Envoy XL

Absolutely loaded

Hegular Store Hnurs

Mon.-Thurs. 8:30 am - 7 pm
Friday 8:30 am - 8 pm
Saturday 8:30 am - 6 pm
Sunday 9:00 am -5 pm

, Split foldi
roof and chrome wheels.

T With the purchase or lease of any new, used or demo vehicle.
**All cash purchase prices + admin tax +-Jicensing.

All prices quoted include factory rebate; 8% and cash rebate cannot be combined vt ouf
1S l
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| MILTON

l MON. - THURS.
il 9:00 am - 9:00 pm
l FRI. & SAT.

Suoann | RONTACSBUICKS + CADILLAC
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BUICK CADILLAC LT \_\___,\_A_ﬁ \___, s.__, _\.:,\._,\_, h__m__*“uhh:;,.;

* PONTIAC » BUICK « CADILLAC » GMC » PONTIAC  BUICK - ponsa

9:00 am - 6:00 Pm




