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Town’s goodwill, patience [

shines bright in blackout

Y JASUN MISNER

The Champion
Goodwill, patience and
consideration seemed

Instrumental in steering
Miltonians through a power
outage that first caused
widespread blackouts late
Thursday afternoon.

Different parts of town were re-
connected with electricity through-
out Friday, enabling businesses to
re-open their doors to customers.

But one restaurant that didn’t get
power restored helped restore the
faith in man with generosity that
was appreciated by many.

The Fifth Wheel Truck Stop on
Chisholm Drive had just finished
setting up a buffet-style barbecue
In the parking lot at around 4 p.m.
Thursday when the lights suddenly
turned off.

After learning a short time later
through radio reports that millions
of homes in Ontario and many
parts of the eastern U.S. suffered
blackouts, the restaurant felt the
next step was a logical one — give
the food away for free.

Fifth Wheel cook Cheri Perreault
said at least two dozen trucks
packed the parking lot once the
power freeze started. They turned
off their rigs’ motors to chow down
on thick, juicy barbecued sausage,
pre-prepared cold pasta and colder
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non-alcoholic drinks.

The blackout continued
overnight and into Friday so the
barbecuing festivities carried on.
After all, the restaurant was shut
down and there was tons of food to
eat and no permanent refrigeration
to keep it from spoiling.

(A refrigerated truck out back of
the restaurant was used to store the
food to keep it fresh).

“How much?,” every person
asked what Ms Perreault was
charging as they sniffed their way
to the lone barbecue that was work-
Ing overtime.

“It’s free,” she responded, asking
what they wanted.

“Everyone’s been absolutely
great,” said Ms Perreault, turning
over sausage after sausage amid
the intoxicating aroma of cooked
meat. “We're giving back to the
community.”

The restaurant expected power to
resume by 4 p.m. Friday.

Alberta trucker Patti Bubrge, 62,
was heading north on Regional
Road 25 Thursday afternoon when
suddenly traffic stopped. Street
lights had gone out everywhere.

Slowly she made her way to the
Fifth Wheel.

“These people here are awe-
some,” she said, as Ms Perreault
continually handed out sausages.
“This isn’t going to be cheap ven-
ture for them,” noting the large
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amount of free food they’re giving
away.

Around town, everyone had dif-
ferent things to do amid the power
failure chaos but they all shared a
common denominator — little to
no electricity to help complete their
tasks. The only way to bear
through the turbulent times was to
be patient, friendly and stay cool
under pressure.

The Esso gas station at the corner
of Market Drive and Martin Street
had power restored early Friday. As
a result, an endless stream of cars,
SUVs, pick-up trucks and even
boats lined up bumper-to-bumper
to wait for their turn at the self-
service pumps for much-needed
gasoline.

It was hot Friday early afternoon
lemperatures exceeded a sweaty
30 C — and the idling of engines
surely didn’t help. But what did
were positive attitudes.

“There have been no problems,
but it’s busy,” said cashier Raymon
Womadan, a slight smile on his
face.

Said St. Thomas resident Serge
Bavlovets: “Everybody is filling up
and going, so no problems so far.”

He eventually did the same and
drove away.

At Subway on Market Drive, air-
conditioned comfort and fresh

sandwiches attracted many.
* see NO on page 4
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Hegular Store Hours
Mon.-Thurs. 8:30 am - 7 pm
Friday 8:30 am - 8 pm
Saturday 8:30 am - 6 pm
Sunday 9:00 am - 5 pm
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CUUS SUNFIKE

R Per month/dd mins
$2.135 down f
payment

payment

EDAN SL
$1000

’13,” ABDITIONAL

plus freight BONUS

§ yr/100,000 km GM Powertrain Warranty, 3.4L 185

PL, PW, PM, CD stereo

5 yr/100,000 km GM Powertrain warranty, 2.2 140
HP ECOTEC engine, auto. AC , theft deterrent, air
bags, 60/40 split folding rear seat.
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' _PW, PM, CD stereo, 54,995 down
3.4L 185 HP Vﬁ;,:iiepteylﬁﬁ entry, leather wrapped 54484 do
Centre storage € : .
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g wheel, 16 wheels. 5 star safety rating 3.8L 200 HP v6 engine, Regal LS Premium Value

Package, heated leather ;u:cenm Seats, sunroof, ABS
4 speed, AC. CD stereo, 16™ aluminum wheels |
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0/0 Purchase $ per mth/48 mths
Financing $6645 down payment
B up to 48 mths $0 security deposit
Fully loaded *

$ cash purchase
@ , excludes freight  sunroof ¢ leather
ot - & many extras
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“Lease 48 mths, 80,000 kms not be combined with cash or finance incentives, plus freight & taxes
All cash prices are plus frieght and applicable taxes. See dealer for details. OAC. |
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| MAIN ST. E.
| MILTON

| MON. - THURS.

ACCESS TU QEW PONTIAC o BUICK CADILLAC i 9:00 AM - 9:00 Pu

FRI. & SAT.
FROM HWY 25 & . o
TRAFALGAR 900 Al - 6:00 pu
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