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Fewer tips received, fewer arrests made

and fewer cases cleared.

That’s the picture upon the recent release
of Crime Stoppers of Halton’s statistics for
the first half of this year compared with the
same period last year.

Crime Stoppers received 34 per cent
fewer tips from January 1 to June 30 this
year than last year. There were 17 fewer
arrests and 18 fewer cases cleared.

But not all of this year’s numbers
dropped. There was a huge increase in the

/ p narcotics seized by Crime Stoppers — a

PURCHASE FINANC'NG rise of $1.2 million — for a total of $3.5

HIGHLANDER, RAV4 AND TUNDRA ¢ numbers have dropped slightly in

some (categories), but they’ve increased in
others,” said Halton Crime Stoppers co-
ordinator Sgt. Ray Bruce, adding, “We
blew away last year’s statistics in narcotic
recovery.”

Sgt. Bruce said he doesn’t know exactly
why Crime Stoppers hasn’t received as
many calls as the first half of last year —
201, down from 269 — but that he’s not
concerned.

"1 think the statistics will fluctuate. Next
year they might be higher, and the year
after they might be lower. Anything over
200 (calls received) I'm happy with.”
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Quality of tips is what matters

He added that it’s the quality of tips, not
quantity, that’s important.

"My opinion is the decrease in the num-
ber of tips is not a reflection on the pro-
gram — we're more concerned with qual-
ity. The statistics indicate that the quality’s
still there.”

He said a few factors contributed to the
large amount of drugs recovered — some
good factors and some bad. :

The drug bureau deserves credit because
of its crack down on area grow houses
“where the majority of seizures occur,”
Sgt. Bruce said.

Another factor is the public has been bet-
ter educated recently through the media
about how to identify grow houses and the
importance of reporting them to police. t

Unfortunately, Sgt. Bruce said, the "
increase is also due to the fact that there are
more grow houses around now.

A figure Sgt. Bruce said he finds inter-
esting 1s that in the first six months this
year, only one of the nine approved
rewards was collected. Out of the $1,500
approved for rewards, only $200 was paid
out. “I'm sometimes shocked when people
give good information and don’t call back
and claim their reward,” Sgt. Bruce said.
“The community can be proud of the fact
that rewards aren’t the motivating factor.”

Crime Stoppers provides a 24-hour toll-
free hotline for anonymous crime tips and
S o pays up to $1,000 when the information

— | —— N | supplied leads to an arrest. For more infor-
" | N | mation about Halton Crime Stoppers or to

905 875-1700 report a crime, call 1-800-222-TIPS (1-
800-222-8477) or check out Crime
Stoppers” Web site - at www.halton-
crimestoppers.com.

Stephanie Thiessen can be reached at

. Sthiessen@miltoncanadianchampion.com.
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PURCHASE
FINANCING

CLEAROUT

400 Steeles Avenue

www.miltontoyota.com

*/** Purchase financing plans from Toyota Financial Services OAC. * Finance example: $20,000 at 1.9% per annum equals $571.98 per month for 36 months. C.0.B. is $591.28 for a total obligation of $20,591.28. 1.9% no limit purchase
financing for up to 36 months available on new 2003 Tacoma/4Runner/Highlander/RAV4/Tundra. ** Finance example: $20,000 at 3.9% per annum equals $589.59 per month for 36 months. C.0.B. is $1 225.24 for a total obligation of $21,225.24
3.9% o limit purchase financing for up ta 36 months available on new 2003 Camry/Echo. While guantities (ast. See dealer for details. |
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