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By JASON MISNER

The Champion

Halton is a step closer to doing
away with its rural recycling pro-
gram in Milton, Burlington and
Halton Hills that Region staff say
has grown too costly and failed to
reap a suitable amount of recycla-
ble material.

Halton’s planning and public
works committee recommended to
regional councillors Wednesday
the half-dozen rural recycling
depots that have serviced thou-
sands of Halton residents for 15
years — including 3,000 in Milton
— be removed and replaced with a
more cost-effective, bi-weekly
curbside pick-up system.

The objective is to start curbside
recycling collection in February
and phase out the depots by early
March.

Regional council will vote on the
recommendation tomorrow.

There are six depots in three rural
areas of Halton — two each in
Milton, Burlington and Halton
Hills — that allow residents to
drop off recyclable materials and
are picked up by the Region.

The problem is the depots are
being abused, with residents ille-
gally dumping household garbage
and hazardous materials, like paint
cans.

The depot recycling system isn’t
offered anywhere else in the GTA.
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“Constituents are
calling my office and
1 know what they’re
feeling. They are
saying this has to
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The costs for the program have
grown substantially since 1998,
jumping from $190,000 annually
to $400,000 this year. Curbside
collection would cost $370,000.

Another problem is the depots
are so misused that about 30 per
cent of the 1,400 tonnes of materi-
al collected at the depots are con-
taminated and can’t be recycled,
and are shipped to the landfill site
on Regional Road 25.

Curbside collection would col-
lect 2,000 tonnes of clean material.

“This 1s why we need a program
change,” Rob Rivers, the Region’s
waste management director, told
committee members last week.
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The costs to pay for the blue-box
system would be based on area-
wide assessment.

Based on 2003 residential assess-
ment numbers, the annual cost for
blue box recycling per $100,000 of
assessed value would be $7.94. For
example, a home assessed at
$300,000 would pay $23.82.

Urban users who are currently
paying for curbside recycling pick-
up would see their bills rise slight-
ly by an average of 82 cents per
year under the agreement.

Staff have looked at a number of
options in an attempt to save the
depot program. They included sur-
veillance cameras at each depot
site and staffing each site, but they
cost too much money and man-
pOWer.

Given the attempts to salvage the
depot system, regional councillors
agreed the depots aren’t working
like they should and there’s no
other option but to remove them.

“Constituents  are calling my
office and I now what they’re feel-
ing,” said Regional Chair Joyce
Savoline. “They are saying this has
to change and people aren’t
respecting these depots, and that’s
why we are where we are.”

Added Halton Hills Regional
Councillor Rick Bonnette: “Some
people are being absolutely disre-
spectful.”

Milton Regional Councillor
* see SOME on page 5
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2003 MONTANR

\ $1000
N o . Lﬂmms OR m’m ADDITIONAL

S yr/100,000 km GM Powertrain Warranty, 3.4L 185
HP V6, 4 speed auto, AC, ABS, Dual sliding doors,

! PL. PW, PM, CD stereo

Wy ADDITIONAL
o sius frei BONUS

5 y1/100,000 km GM Powertrain warranty, 2.21 140

HP ECOTEC engine, auto. AC, theft deterrent, air
bags, 60/40 split folding rear seat.

$1000 |
ADDITIONAL

WW BONUS
§ 341 185 HP V6, AC, PL. PW, PM, CD stereo,

Centre storage console, keyless entry, Ieame_r wrapped
g wheel, 16” wheels, 5 star safety rating

¢ steerin

nis seats, sunroof. ABS.
stereo, 16 aluminum wheels

A e R L L e
R e A e #

18,998

% Per month/dg mins
§2 505 down :' |
2 | payment plus freight

5 51 ECOTEC engine, 4 speed auto, AC: (;i D :;irf:ﬂ
;(:wer door locks, split folding rear seat and ot

Lol 2003 CADITAC CTS SPORT SPECIALE
0/ Purc
1.9% 5 ©5499
_ 3 up to 48 mths
Fully loaded «

$ cash purchase
excludes freight  sunroof « leather
, /‘-’*\& many extras

per mth/48 mths

$6645 down payment
$0 security deposit

*Lease 48 mths, 80,000 kms not be combined with cash or finance incentives. All
_ prices are plus frieght and applicable taxes. See dealer fnrcmails \C ' g
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j MON. - THURS.

t  9:00 Am - 9:00 PM
— FRI. & SAT. +
S 9:00Am-6:00pm
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