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Got a hot
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A Tormer Milton high school
teacher has been convicted of sex-
ual assault for having sex with a
| 3-year-old girl he met on-line.

In Ontario Court (provincial division) in  said.
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t | 3.4L 13%'HP V6, AC, PL. PW. PM. CD stereo, Centre
ﬁ Stopsge console, keyless entry, leather wrapped steering
""""" Cel, 167 wheels, 5 star safety rating
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8 TEC engine, 4 speed auto, AC, CD stereo.
& | PoyAf door locks, split folding rear seat and more.

Scarborough, a computer science teacher,
should have known that what you see on
the Internet isn’t necessarily what you get.

“T'he evidence doesn’t raise a reasonable
doubt about the guilt of the accused,” he
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oLt gl JOCnool wien ne was Clial 2CJ
with sexual assault and sexual interference
of a minor in April, 2002. He was sus-
pended with pay and assigned to home
duties. The second charge was stayed.

Mr. Zarate admitted from the beginning
of the trial that he had sex with a | 3-year-
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000 km GM Powertrain warranty, 2.2L 140

OTEC engine, auto, AC, theft deterrent, air
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Purchase per mth/48 mths

Financing
up to 48 mths
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ge, healed leather accents seats, sunroof, ABS, 4 stepéd, 16” aluminum wheels, tilt, cruise, PL, PW, PM,
ed, AC, CD stereo, 16” aluminum wheels L&

| | K&§less entry, locking differential, full instrumentation
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old girl January 18, 2002 at the Halton

Motel in Mississauea.

HCUICT Vil Zarale rutniully thoughnt sne
was 14 or older after taking all reasonable
steps to determine this. In the end, the
answer was no, Judge Sharpe said.

“"He (Mr. Zarate) admits he didn’t ry to
find out how old (the girl) was,” said Judge
Sharpe. “The crown established beyond a
reasonable doubt that the accused failed to
take all reasonable steps to establish her
age.”

When Mr. Zarate met the Mississauga
girl — whose identity is protected under a
court ban — on-line, he should have taken
steps to find out her age rather than assum-
Ing she was over 14 or believing that she
was 17, as he testified earlier she told him.

Since Mr. Zarate taught computer class-
es, he was well enough versed on the
Internet to know that what people say in
chat rooms can’t always be trusted. Judge
Sharpe said. “He (testified) that everybody
lies on the Internet, and that you shouldn’t
believe it,” he said. adding, “Being a high
school teacher, he knows that people lie.
He acknowledged he was aware everybody
lies on the Internet.”

The judge said Mr. Zarate could have
asked the girl what school she went to or
what her favourite subjects were to deter-
mine her age, but, he said, Mr. Zarate
admitted he didn’t do this. Instead, he said.
Mr. Zarate relied on the girl’s sexually
explicit language in chat rooms to prove
she was older than 14.

When the pair decided to meet at the
Halton Motel in Mississauga, the judge
said there was “no evidence that she was
wearing lipstick or other facial aids to
make herself look older.”

T'he judge told court that when the girl
tried to warn Mr. Zarate that authorities
were on to him, Mr. Zarate changed his e-
mail provider, purchased a new computer
and reformatted his hard drive. making it
difficult for police to locate him or gain
evidence via the e-mails and chat room
messages through which the pair had inter-
acted.

Judge Sharpe said Mr. Zarate’s answers
to his lawyer while testifying in May were
“convoluted and evasive.”

Mr. Zarate will appear in Brampton court
September 30 for lawyer submissions
betore the sentencing.

Stephanie Thiessen can be reached at
sthuessen@miltoncanadianchampion.com.

‘Woman

charged
with fraud

A Milton woman has been charged with
committing fraud to the tune of $92,000 at
a local business.

The money was swindled from Blue
Beacon of Canada on Steeles Avenue from
2000 to 2002 while the accused was
employed as a bookkeeper.

Halton Regional Police first received a
complaint in December. Following an
Investigation, the woman was charged in
April and then again with additional fraud
charges last month relating to the same
matter.

A 47-year-old Martin Street woman is

charged with two counts each of forgery,

fraud over $5,000 and uttering forged doc-
uments.

She appeared in Ontario Court (provin-
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cial division) in Burlington Tuesday and
9:00 Am - 6:00 Pm

the case was put over until August 12 in
Burlington.

‘Teacher convicted of sex offence against minor F

Former MDHS teacher returns [o court next month for sentencing
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