By JASON MISNER
The Champion

The dark brown wooden sign at
Fay Park has faded from the sun.

Green paint on a steel bridge
crossing a shallow ravine at David
Thompson Park is scratched and
peeling. A small portion of a chain
link fence around Melanie Park has
been bent to the ground.

Milton’s community services
department began in early spring
carefully diagnosing the 20-year-
old parks — some of the older ones
In Milton — to see what could be
done to bring them up to standards.

It has come up with preliminary
designs, which are on public dis-
play at Town Hall and the Milton
Leisure Centre until Friday. The
plans can also be viewed on the
Town’s Web site at www.town.mil-
ton.on.ca.

Here’s what’s on the table.

Fay Park (0.6 ha or 1.5 acres)
currently has an open space con-
cept with some trees and no play-
ground equipment. The Town has
proposed, among other things, to
relocate, widen and light a path-
way, as well as add more trees and
playground equipment.

David Thompson Park (2.1 ha or
5.2 acres) has an older-style swing
set and a small forested area in the
southeast corner. The Town has
proposed, among other things, to
replace the two bridges crossing
the ravine and a park sign will be
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erected near John Tonelli arena.

Melanie Park (2.2 ha or 54
acres) currently has playground
equipment and a few trees for
shade. The Town has proposed,
among other things, to add a new
asphalt pathway and add more
trees for shading. Drainage and
grading is proposed to be improved
at Fay and Melanie parks.

Town council still has to approve
the tender for the park improve-
ments, a decision that’s expected to
be made at the end of August. The
changes are to be phased in over
time depending on the budget, said
Ken McAlpine, the Town'’s manag-
er of parks and special projects.

This year, he said, the Town has
earmarked $190,000 for park
improvements and the objective is
to address the drainage and grading
issues, and the realigning of the
pathways once the tender has been
approved. Extensive public input
was key in the preliminary design
process, Mr. McAlpine said.
Questionnaires indicated concerns
with dogs not being on leashes.
leenagers congregating at night and
vandalism of trees.

"“Getting the kind of feedback we
did get, which is very important to
the design, was a very informative
process,” he said, noting maintain-
ing the character of the older parks
was important.

People can still submit their
opinions on the designs to the
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Town by mail or e-mail.

Residents said they’re encour-
aged by the Town’s commitment to
better the parks. Gail Meehan and
her two children visited Melanie
Park Wednesday morning. Biking
or walking to the park is a habit for
the family.

She said the park is a popular
destination for kite flying enthusi-
asts in the summer and for people
to toboggan in the winter since it
has a hill.

"1 think they (Town staff) should
make this park a focal point
because it’s the biggest in the
area,” Ms Meehan said.

Richard Edwards has been living
at his Maplewood Crescent home
for 40 years and his backyard abuts
David Thompson Park. He remem-
bers when it used to be an elm for-
est, but disease forced the Town to
cut many of them down.

He said he likes what the park
has since become and is happy the
Town has made an effort to
improve it. The only advice he has
tor Milton’s parks staff is to protect
a small forested area in the park’s
southeast corner. A beaten path
runs through it and some tree roots
are partially exposed. He’d like the
Town to lay down wood chips to
cover the roots so they're not
exposed and trampled on.

Jason Misner can be reached at

misner@mil toncanadianchampi-

on.com.

Fresh Bread
and Buns
Baked daily

7 days a
_ week!

Product of Canada No. 1 Grade

HEAD

Nn.lm
Fresh,

Large Size

MADE ON PREMISES
T0 CUSTOM ORDER.
PLEASE ASK FOR
KAREN FOR MORE
INFORMATION
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Sweet & Juicy
Red & Green

SEEDLESS

Product of USA
No. 1 Grade

Fresh... Sweet

Large Size
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Regular Store Hours
Mon.-Thurs. 8:30 am - 7 pm
Friday 8:30 am - 8 pm
Saturday 8:30 am - 6 pm
Sunday 9:00 am - 5 pm
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NO CHARGE SUNROOF
ON GRAND PRIX GT & GRAND AM GT .
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| 2003 Pontiac Sunfire Sedan SL | FEATURES:

CASH 2.2L, 4dr, 140 Hp Ecotec Engine,
PURCHASE | Theft deterent system, Air bags,
*13,998 | 60/40 Split folding rear seat, C60
’ Air Conditioning, MX0 (Automatic
OR LEASE | anemission) - o 5 i
- s17gvm |
2003 Pontiac Grand Am SE | FEATURES: ;
CASH 2.2L Ecotec Engine, 4-speed

Automatic, Air conditioning, CD
stereo, Power door locks, split
folding rear seat and more

.. PURCHASE

‘52 !8/MTH

i
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tury Custom | FEATURES: |
- CASH : 3.1L 175 Hp Engine, 4-speed
% - Automatic, Air conditioning,
s ;ZC;AQS; 6-way Power Driver's Seat, CD
ey ! stereo/Cassette, Power Locks/win-
OR LEASE | dows/mirrors, Remote keyless
*238M™ | entry, J.D. Power Award

FEATURES: .
3.4L 185 Hp Engine, 4-speed
Automatic, Air conditioning,
ABS, Dual sliding doors,
Pawer locks/windows/mirrors,
CD stereo -

FEATURES: -
3.4L 185 Hp Engine, Air conditioning,

CASH
PURCHASE

*24,220
OR LEASE

Puggf,: se | Power locks/windows/mirrors, CD stereo
P Centre storage console, Remote keyless
2 8; 998 entry, Leather-wrapped steering wheel
OR LEASE | Wwith radio control, 16” wheels, a-star

s308M™ | salety raﬂnq s

FEATURES:

CASH  4.8L 270 Hp Engine, 4-speed Automatic with
Overdrive, ABS, 40/20 split front seat with cus-
PURCHASE | rom cloth trim, Air conditioning, AMEM
°26,048 | Stereo, Chrome Wheels/Grille/umpers, Titt
d steering, Automatic headlights, Full instru-
OR LEASE | mentation incl. Tachometer/engine, -

Hourmeter/Driver info centre

"All lease payments plus freight, air, applicable taxes, admin fee & license. Lease payments based on 48 month term/20,000
km/yr. Sunfire $1780 down, Grand Am $2245 down, Montana $4235 down, Rendez-Vous $3995 down. Century $4490 down, GMC
54405 down.Cash prices are plus frt & all applic. taxes and can not be combined with any other offer. OAC.

Visit our
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801 |

MAIN ST. E. |
MILTON |

MON. - THURS.
9:00 aM - 9:00 PM
FRI. & SAT,

ACCESS TO QEW
FROM HWY 25 &
TRAFALGAR |
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