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at board

BY TIM WHITNELL

Special to The Champion

He once was a university quarterback
and later a defensive back in the Canadian
Football League, now Barry Finlay is
backing up the key 'player' within the
Halton District School Board. *'

Mr. Finlay, a starting defensive back with N g | -
the Toronto Argonauts and Hamilton Tiger- S———
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the new position of associate director at the
board.

Currently the superintendent of educa- f @ “ jlj @@ ﬂ_
tion for program services, the 52-year-old — A
will work more closely with and directly
under Director Dusty Papke in his new
post.

Mr. Papke has said the elevation of Mr.
Finlay to the second-in-command position
IS not a new hiring but part of an ongoing
reorganization of senior administrative

| staff responsibilities.

‘'In a sense it's an expanded director's

| office,” said Mr. Papke, noting Mr. Finlay
will be like his right-hand man, with the
latter moving his office near Mr. Papke's.

[f Mr. Papke isn’t available to fulfill his
duties as director, for whatever reason, Mr.
Finlay will fill the role on a temporary
basis.

The acting director's position currently
rotates among several selected superin-
tendents.

"Barry will have a key part so I can be
freed up to do other things. I want to get out _
into the field (schools and community
agencies) more," said Mr. Papke. {

“Community relations and diversity will
be picked up by both Barry and I through
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l1shed board policy and goals.

"We have so many initiatives underway
that want to be successful at and are grow-
Ing at such a rate (in student enrolment) we
don't want to drop the ball,” he said.

"I don't think we'll ever reach the point
where we are perfect or satisfied. If that
means restructuring again in couple of
years, we'll do it."

The board's new associate director said
the five superintendents of school opera-
tions will report to him about the goings on
within each of their 'family' of schools, the
contingent of elementary and high schools
with which they laise.

"We will focus on instruction and learn-
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terms of system initiatives,” said Mr. o

Finlay.

Mr. Finlay has been an educator for 28
years and a Halton public board employee
since 1979. He has worked his way
through six schools in this region. He
became an assistant superintendent and
finally a superintendent in March 2001.

Canadian football enthusiasts over the
age of 40 probably know Mr. Finlay better
as a starting defensive back with the Argos
from 1973 to 1976 and with the Tigercats
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y in 1977. o one block north of the Milton Mall
. He graduated from McMaster Umversxty CHRYSLER # DODGE e JEEP i s 2 Tl o s e ) 0% oty .

| in 1973 where he was the quarterback of fw
l‘! | the Marauders' varsity team. "WE




