Time Capsules’ are gems of information
{ | extracted from past issues of The
| Champion and other publications to pro-
’ vide a window into Milton's past.
| Explanatory comment is sometimes pro-
vided to place the situation in context

July 1900

The whistle at Toronto Brick Works
sounded an alarm of fire on Sunday night
between 9 and 10 p.m. The employees who
live near the building turned out and with
pails of water extinguished the flames, that
1 originated on the roof of the large frame
f building over a burning kiln. By the heat
i | from the kilns and the dry weather, the roof
was rendered very inflammable and a
spark did the rest. Some two hours after the
first alarm, a second was sounded and the
| men had considerable difficulty in putting
| out the fire, that had started afresh over the
kiln. The roof was damaged to some
extent, but will not cause any delay in brick
making.
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A contest 1n which the local agents for
binder twine were interested took place on
the farm of Messrs. Walker Bros., near
Milton, between Deering 2nd grade,
Plymouth 2nd grade and Brantford "Red
Star” twines. It was demonstrated beyond a
shadow- of a doubt that the Deering twines
are way ahead of all other makes.

Yesterday the Canadian Carpet Co. had
fifteen hands weaving carpets, and more
will be put to work as soon as the looms are
ready for them. The factory will be running
with 1ts full force very shortly. Twelve fam-
ilies have come to town from Port Hope
already and two are expected 1n a few days.
Good dwellings are in demand at fair
rentals and a substantial increase in the val-
ues of real estate may be expected.

The Milton Pressed Brick Co. has been
awarded the bronze medal at the World's
Fair at Paris. Mr. McCannell, managing
director of the company, sent an exhibit of
brick to Paris last fall, with the result that
the firm has been awarded this prize in
competition with the world. As popular as
the M.P.B. Co.'s bricks are already, the
demand will no doubt be considerably
increased by being brought, in this manner,
so prominently before the public.

The All New
2004 Mazda6

You are invited to your award
winning dealer to test drive any of
- our award winning lineup ...

“Employees of Toronto Brick
Works work hard to minimize
the damage of late-night fire;

rick making won'’t be dela yed Reader agrees with Ietter wnter that veterans

Capsules

The thunder storm which was over
Milton on Tuesday afternoon was the
heaviest experienced here for a long time.
Wm. Hill's residence in the South ward
was struck by lightning, which damaged
the chimney and roof slightly.

About a dozen trees in the woods east of
the town were struck. One of them, an elm
about three feet in diameter, on the
McCartney farm, was knocked into splin-
ters. John B. Scott found one of his horses
dead 1n the middle of a field just outside of
Milton. The animal had been burnt on one
side, evidently by lightning. The storm was
accompanied by hail, but it didn’t do much
damage here.

August 1900

Halton's aged poor still go to the Milton
jail, there being no other place of accom-
modation for them. Constable Sumner, of
Oakville, brought John Ingram, an old
man, committed as a vagrant, to jail a few
days ago. Ingram's brother, somewhat
younger, followed on foot and wanted
Jailer Vanallen to take him in too, but the
jailer was inhospitable and refused. Both
the Ingrams had been in jail before as
vagrants.

On Monday night a street lamp in front
of the hotel was the cause of a little excite-
ment. Its burner apparently hadn’t been
properly cleaned and the refuse in it caught
fire from the wick and there seemed to be
danger of an explosion. Landlord Guyett
removed the lamp and in doing so spilled

some of the burning o1l on the bare head of

his hostler, who stood below him. The
man's hair began to blaze and he rushed
frantically for the pump, shouting "Pump.
pump, Mr. Guyett ran after him, pulled his
coat from behind over his head and put out
the fire. The man lost his hair and his eye-
brows, but wasn’t badly burned.

This material is assembled on behalf of

the Milton Historical Society by Jim Dills,
who can be reached by e-mail at
jdills@idirect.com.
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deserve far more recognition for their efforts

Dear Editor:
I’'m writing in reply to Ron
Bezant’s letter in last Friday’s

Champion regarding the lack of

newspaper coverage of the D-Day
anniversary celebrations and the
opening of the new D-Day memo-
rial in France.

The one newspaper that he failed
to mention was the National Post,
which featured a large colour pho-
tograph of a veteran and two arti-
cles on the front page.

| fully agree with Mr. Bezant that
what these soldiers did was impor-
tant and should be remembered.
Many of our veterans and those
who died fought under appalling
conditions and against incredible
odds.

The lack of support from our fed-
eral government for veterans and

soldiers sets the tone for the media.
When the minister of defense fails
to know the difference between
Vichy — the French government
that collaborated with the Germans
— and the First World War battle
of Vimy Ridge, the most important
Canadian victory in its history to
that point, 1t’s indeed a sad day for
our country.

Many historians believe that
Canada became a true nation on the
Vimy Ridge battlefield.

We're very fortunate to have
men like Burlington’s Garth Webb,
a soldier who still stands up and
fights for what’s right.

It’'s amazing that it has taken 59
years for the soldiers of D-Day to
be recognized with a memorial
centre.

No Canadian government has

bothered to do so, and the present
government has offered minimal
support to our veterans.

The D-Day Centre 1s a far more
important legacy than Prime
Minister Jean Cretien will ever
achieve. It was the dream of a
determined Mr. Webb, who’s nei-
ther powerful nor wealthy.

We should be proud and inspired
by such men, as they are so few.

Men and women are judged not
by their words but by their actions.

A wise man once said, “Better
love hath no man than he who laid
down his life for his friends.”

These men left some very deep
boots to fill. Are we equal to the
challenge?

Sophie Cheney
Miiton

Region deserves credit for laying charges against

Dear Editor:

those who cut down hardwood trees, says reader

Fmes have their place, but if development of this

I was gratified to see Jason Misner’s front-page arti-
cle in last Friday’s Champion about the tree-cutting
charges laid, and I applaud the action taken by lawyer
Mark Meneray on behalf of the Region and the people
of Halton.

Let’s hope that as this matter proceeds through the
courts, the tree-cutting bylaw does indeed have teeth
capable of a real bite — and not just false teeth.

If there’s any substance to Oakville Regional
Councillor Allan Elgar’s concern about Halton’s
Official Plan protecting Environmentally Sensitive
Areas (ESA), then those concerns should be
addressed.

A similar concern to me is the protection of proper-
ties and buildings of historical significance. There
have been incidents like this forest where historical
buildings have been demolished without a permit and
as Mr. Elgar says, “The damage has been done.” I'm
encouraged that the Region 1s asking for a re-planting

order, and I would hope that the courts would grant
this.

property 1s allowed to go forward the fines will just be
considered a cost of doing business.

It seems to me that the most effective deterrent in
cases like this, and with the destruction of historical
buildings, 1s the permanent refusal to grant a develop-
ment permit for so much as a parking lot.

[ live in an 1846 log house in a 13-acre forest that’s
part of a 1,000-acre ESA.

I'm not against property rights, but I am against
property owners taking the law into their own hands.
I"d like to thank The Champion for putting the story on
the front page. I hope that other newspapers through-
out the Region have done the same. This substantial
message needs to get out and be heard loud and clear.

As a follow up, 1t would be interesting to know how
the owners of neighbouring properties felt. Were they
appalled at the actions of their neighbour or are they
entertaining similar actions with an eye to potential
development?

Gordon Galbraith
Milton

Thanks to all who helped out with triathlon: organizer

Dear Editor:

I would just like to express my
sincere appreciation to the volun-
teers that helped make the annual
Milton triathlon such a huge suc-

June 1.

local event.

COMPETITIVE BY NATURE. SUPERIOR BY DESICN.

INTRODUCING THE ALL NEW 2004 MAZDAG

ANl 2004 Mezoafs come withan impressive st o standard equipment:

* Front Double Wishbone Suspensior
* Rear E-Type Mufi Link Suspension
* Enqine Immobilizer

'2.3L 160HP 4 Cylinder o
* Avaliaig 3.0L 220HP V6 Enging
* Power Windows

* Power Heated Mirrors * 60/4(0 Rear Seats wione touch action
* Cruise Control *Tit Telescopic Stegring
* Power Locks / Keyless Entry * Qutside Ambient Temperature Indicafion

S0 Little Time.

4 Wheel Disc Brakes / ABS Brakes wEBFD ...plus much more

* Electronic Traction Contro
v 16" Wheels
» AM/FM CD Stereo wib speakers

otarting at only 24,295*

now in stock.

cess at Kelso Conservation Area

S0 Many S Curves.

2004 Mazdabs are

It’s great to live in a community
where people take time to help out.

This year we had close to 200 Thanks again.
volunteers, the most ever for the

Harry Barnes
co-ordinator, Milton Triathlon

397 Queen St. (Hwy 7)
Acton, ON
. 919-853-0200

info@achillesmazda.ca

* Plus Freight/PDE and Taxes. Call for details




