‘Poor turnout at meet
to discuss future of core

Special to The Champion

The future of downtown Milton
will suffer unless more retailers
and residents participate in devel-

oping it.
I'hat was the consensus at
Wednesday’s Heritage Milton

meeting to discuss improvements
to the town’s core.

Councillor John Challinor said
he was disappointed by the poor
turnout at the meeting.

Only 40 interested retailers and
Town representatives showed up at
the Lions Club Hall, even though
Milton’s planning department sent
out 300 invitations.

“I'm not happy with the poor
attendance this evening,” said Mr.
Challinor. “If we want to see
change, people are going to have to
get involved.”

He promised to revive the annual
gatherings. It had been four years
since the last meeting.

Mr. Challinor called on those
who did show up to talk with other
downtown merchants and take a
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vibrant core.

Jeft Bergsma is one such exam-
ple. He bought the commercial
buildings at 194-196 Main St.,
where the former BiWay stood,
and after two months of hard work.
refurbished the buildings to their
former 1920s-era glory.

Mr. Bergsma owns the Benjamin
Moore paint store and Main Street
Lighting.

“In business, you are what you
look like. My renovation has
helped raise the bar among down-
town shoppers and customers
respect that effort,” said Mr.
Bergsma.

Business is up as a result of his
renovation, and the talk created by
the work while it was in progress
attracted interest among local con-
sumers too, he added.

To that end,
Talbot Consultants International
had many practical suggestions for
retailers.

Based on Mr. Talbot’s successful
revitalization of Unionville, he

sage.

Auto, air,

#P2190

e S

| Silver. 6 Month

72000 VENTURE LS EXT, VAN
L Auto, f&r air, pw, pl, tilt, cruise, keyless remote. Radiant
10,000 PT Warranty.

Richard Talbot of

2000 CAVAI.IER I.S

pw, pl, tilt, cruise,

Only 39,000 |<rn5 Sandrift.

Ing

instead of ‘chore’ stores in down-
town Milton, as well as a balance
among retail and restaurants.

The key is to have people head-
ing downtown day and night.

“You only have to recapture 5
per cent of the money that is
already flowing out to turn around

the downtown core.” said Mr
Talbot.
He feared that if a made-in-

Milton solution isn’t found, devel-
opers might come in and build their
own version of the core.

“Work together. Residents and
commercial groups should be
formed and with a concerted effort
(0 town council, improvement is
imminent downtown.”

Parking is a start.

According to Mel lovio, plan-
ning and development director for
the Town, studies indicate there’s
enough parking in the town centre
— 1t's just in all the wrong spots.

INonetheless, he too sees “signif-
Icant excitement in the near future
for downtown.”

‘Aboriginal council pickets Reed

Members of the Aboriginal People’s Council of
Toronto picketed peacefully out front of Liberal MP
Jullan Reed’s Martin Street constituency office for
about four hours Friday to denounce potential legisla-
tion — Bills C-6, C-7 and C-19 — that its says would
erode native’s right to self-governance.

The group chose Mr. Reed’s office because he’s one
of nine Liberal MPs who sit on the standing commit-
tee of Aboriginal Affairs.

The group plans to picket outside all of the commit-
tee member’s constituency offices to spread its mes-
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Low bank financing available
for a limited time.
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WILL YOU BE IN THIS SUMMER?

It may be time for a cooling system check-up!

HAVE YOUR

~ COOLING SYSTEM

Inspected & flushed before
heading out on that long

TREK!!

Environmentally conscientious.
Our used anti-freeze is taken away
to be recycled.

Auto Re pairs & Tire Centre
For all Your Auto Needs!

390 Ontario St. N. Unit #1, Milton
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[ in 10 women

will develop
BREAST CANCER

For the centre nearest you call:

1-800-668-9304
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The risk increases with age.
The Ontario Breast Screening Program provides

breast examination and @ mammogram at no

cost o women who are 50 years of age or over.
Make your appointment today. !
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The Ontario Breast Screening Program is o program of
The Ontario Concer Treatment ond Ressarch Foundation
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