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Towns, conservation authority probe tree-cutting
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Halton Region’s top lawyer says he could know in two or three
weeks whether charges will be laid against a company that cut
down trees in an environmentally-sensitive woodlot bordering
Milton and Oakville.

Dave Meneray said the Region, the towns of Milton and
Oakville and Conservation Halton are working together to find out
iIf a crime was committed and if so, what the charges will be.

“We're taking this very seriously,” Mr. Meneray told councillors
at the Region’s planning and public works committee meeting
Wednesday.

“We believe we have a very good legal foundation for pursuing
this. Staff is giving this top priority.”

He also said regional staff are consulting with lawyers from
Newm-~rket — who last month laid 332 charges against a compa-
ny for allegedly clearing trees.
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This aerial shot taken by Oakville Councillor Allan Elgar
shows a pattern in tree cutting.
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Hwy fuel consumption rating of 5.1L/100 km (55 mpg) *
- 60/40 split rear seat - AM/FM stereo/CD with 4 speakers
- 1.5 Litre , 16 Valve, 108 HP, DOHC VVT-i engine - Tilt steering
- Power Steering - 5 speed manual transmission
- Intermittent wipers with mist feature
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- 2.4 Litre, 4-cylinder,157 HP, VVT-i engine i |
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2.0 Litre, 148 HP, VVT-i engine
5 speed manual transmission
- Air conditioning - Cruise control
- Power windows, locks & mirrors
- Remote keyless entry - Tilt steering
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- 1.8 Litre, 4-cylinder, DOHC, 130 HP 16 valve
- 5 speed manual transmission
- Air conditioning - Tilt steering
- AM/FM stereo CD with 4 speakers

60/40 split rear seat - Qutside temperature guage

15" wheels - Dual stage driver & passenger airbags
- Remote power mirrors and locks
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VVT-i engine
Keyless entry
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FOR AN ADDITIONAL $14.47 PER MONTH GET
AUTOMATIC TRANSMISSION

- 1.8 Litre, 4-cylinder, DOHC, 16 vavie VVT-i engine
- 5 speed manual transmission - Air conditioning
- AM/FM stereo CD

- Power locks - Power mirrors
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- 4 speed automatic with overdrive - Air conditioning / . |
- AM/FM cassette CD with 6 speakers - Cruise control SR
- Tilt steering - Engine immobilizer '
- Power windows, locks & mirrors

60/40 split folding rear seat - Keyless entry

40 Security Deposit on all Leases!! i

Lease Rates on terms of 24 to 48 months. See Milton Toyota for details.

Come in and test drive an award winning Toyota and enter oupr draw for a chance to

win $25,000!!
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400 Steeles Avenue (next to Gorrud’s Auto Group) Roadside Assistance

Floor Mats

905 875—1700 www.miltontoyota.com

Leasing/financing plans from Toyota Credit Canada Inc. ©.A.C. Offers valid on new 2003 models leased or purchased by March 31, 2003. License, registration, insurance and taxes extra. Lease includes reight and P.D.E. cost of $960, $1,010, $1 010, $1,110,
$1,260. Freight and P.D.E. not included in M.S.R.P.. Based on 60 mos. walkaway lease at a rate of 45% on Echo (Model BT123MA or BT123PA). Based on 48 mos. walkaway lease al a rate of 5.9% on Corolla. 4.5 on Matrix (models BR32EMB or BR32EPB.
K934EMA or K934EPA). Down payment of $0, $2,513, $3,322, $4,173 Echo, Corolla, Matrix. Camry. First payment due on delivery. Based on a maximum of 96,000 KMS (120,000 KMS for Echo). Additional KM charge of $.07 10, .15 if applicable. M.S.R.P
of $14,025 or $15,025, $17,300, $18,300, $20,925 or $21,925. Finance example: $20,000 at 0.9%/3 9%/4 9% per annum equals $563.30/8589.59/$598.52 per month for 36 months. C.0B. is $278 80/$1,225.24/$1,546.72 for a total obligation of
$20,278.80/$21,225.24/$21,546.72. *According to the overseas regulation and compliance department of Toyota Motor Corporation (Engineering administration division). 10.9%/3.9%/5.9% no limit purchase financing for up to 36 months available on new
2003 Sienna/kcho/Canyry.113.9% no ligit purchase fingncing for up to 60 months availgble.on pew 2003 RAVA4.and Highlander. Please see Miltan Toyota for complete details Dealer may lease/sell for less

Last month it was discovered that the woodlot bordering Sixteen

destroying valuable bird habitat in the process. A majority of the
area in question falls on Milton property.

The property is registered to a numbered company, which lists
George and Helen Vastis of Burlington as directors. The couple
has refused to comment.

The area has been regionally designated as an Environmentally
Sensitive Area (ESA) and an Area of Natural and Scientific
Interest (ANSI). But it’s zoned agricultural. That means a land
owner whose property is zoned agricultural can legally alter their
property if it’s for the purposes of farming. That’s why a pivotal
part of the investigation in the next couple of weeks will be trying
to determine what the intent of the cutting was.

Town of Oakville lawyer Doug Gates said earlier this week the
trees look to have been knocked down to make way for a golf
course. But no permit for construction of any sort was applied for
or granted for this property, known as 4237 Fourth Line.

Charges could be laid by the Region and Oakville under their
tree-cutting bylaws. Under the Oakville bylaw, the fine is a maxi-
mum of $10,000; under the Region’s it’s $5,000.

Milton doesn’t have a tree-cutting bylaw. But Mr. Meneray said
Milton, if it chooses, could pursue charges under its site alteration
bylaw, which looks at things like the disruption of drainage. The
maximum fine is $5,000.

Also, Mr. Meneray said he’s considering pursuing fines under
Ontario law, which are more stiff than those at the municipal or
regional level. The Region is considering laying charges under
Ontario’s Forestry Act, which carries a maximum fine of $20,000.
he said.”We want to make a strong statement, if there’s a basis to
lay charges.”

Oakville Councillor Allan Elgar rented a plane last week to take
aerial photos of the site to get a better idea of what happened.

He said what’s critical this summer is getting a Regional Official
Plan — the blueprint for growth in a municipality — revised and
passed that will better protect environmentally-sensitive woodlots
In the future.

As part of the review, thousands of acres of agricultural lands in
Halton could be reclassified as greenlands, giving those areas
stronger environmental protection, he said. “We have to have this
put in and we want to have it put in now,” Mr. Elgar said.

The new Official Plan could be passed by the end of June.

Ward 1 Milton Councillor Brian Penman and past chair of
Conservation Halton said the entire situation is sickening.

“This isn't just any forest, it's an environmentally- sensitive area
and an area of natural and scientific interest."

-- With files from Kim Arnott, special to The Champion and
Stephanie Thiessen, The Champion.
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