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Lax policy hard on low-income families: commitioe. - sasm
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A Halton-appointed community housing housing in Halton is something the Region Ms Savoline said there are government  ernment $25,000. 234 1: GXt.
advisory committee says taxes being paid deals with on a regular basis. rent subsidies, but the real issue is getting Jason Misner can be reached at Jmis- 234
by landlords haven’t come down enough, Based on 2001 figures, there are 18,000 affordable housing built. ner@miltoncanadianchampion.com.

creating high rents for low-income families
having trouble paying their bills.

“People that are renting are the poorest in
our society,” Arun Pathak of the Halton

Housing Advisory Committee said in an M d‘,‘ ;
Interview.

“If they had that extra $80 or extra $100
a month they’d be better fed. they’d buy e | | "
the prescriptions they need. Their quality N - g 0 g 0 § 2
of life isn’t where it should be and (high
rents) are making it worse.”

Last week, regional councillors endorsed
a recommendation to set new tax assess-
ments for various properties for 2003. Part
of those properties are multi-residential.,-
which include apartment buildings.

T'he Region has decided to tax multi-res-
1dential properties at a ratio of 2.26, a
decrease from last year, as well as con-
struction of new multi-residential proper-
ties at 2. Through a complex formula,
ratios determine the proportionate amount
of taxes parties pay in each of the seven
classes.

Mr. Pathak spoke to regional council on
behalf of the 14-member housing advisory
commuttee, set up in 2000 to advise region-
al politicians on general housing issues. nt » B

He said the committee has two major - B
problems with the Region’s tax assessment i
One, high taxes for landlords means high | y TR ol FE
rent. Currently, rent for a one-bedroom " ' b el § e .
apartment in Halton starts at about $700.

Also, charging developers big bucks to
build apartment buildings may cause them
to avoid such a project.

The most beneficial thing the Region can
do right now, he said, is reduce the multi-
residential tax ratio further.

By dropping it from 2.26 to 1, he said
rents could go down as much as 11 per cent
because under the Tenant Protection Act,
rents must automatically decrease if a land-

lord has its taxes substantially lowered. e
Lower rents would leave families more
mﬁﬂ?’_ o bll]ljy hfmdt faltlhef Fgaﬂ having to GALLINGER FORD LINCOLN FORD CREDIT CANADA
spend it on rents, ne said.
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ease that and the fairest way is to not over- Manager Manager Manager
tax them (landlords),” said Mr. Pathak, also
a co-owner of a total of five apartment
buildings in Halton and Hamilton. _ _ _ - | ’ L | _

Jane MacCaskill, the Region’s commis- Milton, Ontario, April 16, 2003 - Ford Credit, the world's largest automotive finance company is honouring
sioner of corporate services and treasurer. Gallinger Ford Lincoln for the second consecutive year with the Partners in Quality Award for 2002, for outstanding
said Halton has been working toward get- achievement in customer satisfaction and partnership with Ford Credit. The prestigious award this year is limited to
ting the multi-residential tax ratio down. It 9 Canadian and 100 U.S. dealers chosen from among 5000 Ford and Lincoln Mercury dealers in North America.
has fallen steadily since 1999 when MPAC S TS |
started, and the ultimate goal is to get the - "Partners in Quality Award winners share our belief that Ford Credit’s distinctive difference in the
ratio down to between 1.8 and 2. where it marketplace is its ability to continually exceed customer expectations in the vehicle purchase and financing experience,”
would stay, she said. said Ford Credit Hamilton Branch Manager, Anthony Dineno. “These dealers are key to our continued success because
But to bring it down to 1, as Mr. Pathak they understand that delivering exceptional customer service is a winning proposition for the customer

wants it, would be “too drastic.” Ms the dealer and our company.”

MacCaskill said. That’s because the - :
changes would result in residential taxpay:- The Partners in Quality Award Sculpture is created by a world renowned artist and commissioned by Ford Credit.

ers picking up the difference and it would Established in 1993 by former Ford Credit President. Edsel B. Ford 1, the award symbolizes a tradition of partnership
be huge, she said. between Ford Credit and its dealers in satistying customers by providing superior products and services. The dealer’s

“Our objective is to get a fair tax SyS-
tem,” Ms MacCaskill said.
Mr. Pathak acknowledged there’s little

that can be done now about this year’s tax Ford Credit is a wholly owned subsidiary of Ford Motor Company and is the world’s largest automotive finance
TP LS. . < company. Now in its 44th year, Ford Credit has earned numerous awards for customer satisfaction, and provides
thzu;;;le ;ﬁiﬁﬁ;fﬁz l;: Ej ;'l St;‘;ﬁazgs; vehicl§ financir?g in 36 countries to more than 11 million customers and more than 12,500 automotive dealers
ments and how changes can be made to More information can be found at www.ford credit ca.
bring more fairness.

The report’s findings are expected in the .
a plan to start reducing (multi-residential . .
taxes) next year,” he said. “It would be fair
for them (residential taxes) to go up and f(?r Goret Motor Gompamyy-
multi-residential to come down to their | 100 YEARS

fall.
equal:”

Customers determine the winners based on customer satisfaction ratings and the share of business they conduct
with Ford Credit.

“I'm hoping staff will have some sort of




