The Champion

A Town committee’s recommendation to
allow parking along narrow streets fitted
with new curbs in a core area of town risks
hampering the ability of emergency vehi-
cles to get around the roads. warns
Milton’s fire chief. _

“In my opinion there should not be park-
Ing (on narrow streets), " Fire Chief Harold
Penson said in an interview after the
Town'’s community services committee
meeting last week.

Town bylaws state roads must be 8.6
metres wide to allow parking on the side.
but most core streets are between 6 and 7
metres wide.

“We’'re going to be going into older areas
with streets that are narrow and it’s going
to be hard to operate fire apparatus,” Chief
Penson said. “] feel sorry for them (core
residents), but if you’re going to widen the
road, you must do it right.”

T'he recommendation, passed unani-
mously by the committee, could see a com-
bination of roads reconstructed and side-
walks upgraded and new ones built along
Garnet, Sarah and Sydney streets and
Lydia Avenue, costing $779.000.

The roads, which currently have soft,
gravel shoulders, would have curbs
installed. The roadways would average
about 6.6 metres in width.

Construction would start at the end of
June and wrap up by early November.
Town council still must ratify the recom-
mendation at its meeting this Monday.

Part of the recommendation is that the
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Town allow parking
on one side of these
narrow streets, pro-
vided there’s no
Impact on public
safety and two-way
traffic isn’t serious-
ly impeded.

Essentially, it
would be an exemp-
tion to the current
bylaw. Vehicles currently park along both
sides of the streets because there aren’t any
‘no parking’ signs. The recommendation is
meant to bring these roads in line with the
Town’s parking policy. They would
include signage to legally stipulate on what
side of the road vehicles can park.

Because the roads have soft shoulders
and no curbs, vehicles can park far enough
off the street to allow emergency vehicles
through, said Peter Linn, Milton’s manager
of engineering services.

Chief Penson is concerned the proposed
curbs will make the streets too constrictive
for parking.

Ward 4 Councillor Rick Malboeuf was
shocked committee members didn’t ask
the fire chief more questions about his con-
cerns before endorsing the recommenda-
tion.

“There was no thought or discussion on
the chief’s concemns,” said Mr Malboeuf,
who asked the chief his opinion on the
parking issue. “The chief’s concerns are
my concerns.”

Last year residents were informed by the
Town of potential changes to the streets in
the core area of Milton. Many were upset
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that proposed construction could see
mature trees removed. They were also con-
cerned about where sidewalks would be
placed and their width and about street
parking.

For example, some residents on Lydia
Avenue, between Garnet and Charles
streets, were opposed to a sidewalk being
built along one side. Concerns ranged from
compromising the character of the older
street to fearing a large oak tree would die
due to construction.

Currently there are no sidewalks on
either side of Lydia Avenue.

An ad-hoc committee, called the Milton
Historical Home Owners Association
(MHHOA), was formed to co-ordinate res-
idents’ concerns and see that the Town was
aware of their issues.

Many were confused about why the
Town felt compelled to apply new street
standards to an old part of Milton that was
built decades ago under different stan-
dards.

Brian Williams, chair of the MHHOA,
told the committee that the three major
concems were protection of trees. parking
on the street and fairness for how the street
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FOUR DAYS ONLY, 40-73%

The entire range of Paderno quality stainless steel cookware is
available at some very special savings. If you’re quick. This excep-
tional quality cookware leaturing stay cool handles. no drip lips,

astonishing heat control and a 25 Year Warranty, is on sale for
just four short days. Don’t miss this tremendous opportunity for
big savings on cookware you'll use every day, love for a lifetime.

THURSDAY TO SUNDAY", APRIL 24-27!

$24.99* Doorcrasher Duo

1.0 litre saucepan (incl. cover). plus BONUS
3 piece measuring spoon set Regular list $92

$89.40" 14 litre Stock Pot

Ideal for soups, chili. preserves & more.
Cover included. Regular list $298

$149.50 38 cm Roaster | i< $299
395.50 6.5L Dutch Oven List $191

modifications would be applied.

Overall, he said residents are “fairly sat-
isfied” with the recommendations. But
there are some outstanding issues that he
hopes can still be addressed before con-
struction.

They include deciding on which side of
the street parking will be permitted, ensur-
Ing that the existing trees are in good shape
once construction is completed and the
installing traffic control devices. like stop
S1gns.

“1'd like to make it clear we’re pretty

pleased with the process we went
through,” Mr. Williams said.

Theo Wolder, a member of MHHOA,

told the committee he was disappointed
residents weren’t invited to participate in
the project at the beginning.

He hopes the Town “speaks to citizens
before they start drawing up plans because
there can be a lot of concern, and it can be
needless.”

Mayor Gord Krantz acknowledged Mr.
Wolder’s concerns, and emphasized that
the Town cares about what residents think.

Jason Misner can be reached at Jjmis-
ner@miltoncanadianchampion.com.
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Information & Dealer Listings: Call 1-800-A-NEW-POT (1-800-263-9768) or website: Www.paderno.com

MILTON

Milton Home Hardware
385 Steeles Ave. E
(905) 878-9222
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PADERNO
Pots for Eternity

"Not all locations open Sunday.
Door Crasher special is limited
o first 20 customers each day at
each sale location. One per cus-
1omer. 14 L stockpot is available
only while quantities last. and
supply is very limited. Sorry, we
cannot provide rainchecks for
these items, so please be early.




