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By STEPHANIE THIESSEN

The Champion

f there’s anyone who understands the power
that arises when one small town stands united

for a cause, it’s Clem Scholtz.

In 1996, Milton was the scene of the biggest single family bone
marrow chinic in North America, held to find a match for Mr.
Scholtz’s daughter, Deidre. who was five years old at the time.
More than 2,000 Miltonians turned out,

"It was an incredible turnout, to say the very least.” he said,
adding that after the event. the town continued to demonstrate its
support in fundraisers held to ease the financial burden of Deidre’s
ilIness, aplastic anemia.

Now, he said, it’s time to do it again.

On April 12 from 1 to 4 p-m., a fundraiser will be held outside
at 393 Main St. E. for Miltonian Sarah Burt, 20, who was diag-
nosed two months ago with Myelofibrosis, a rare form of bone
marrow cancer. The event will include entertainment for kids and
adults, and people — including Milfon tirefighers — will shave
their heads to raise money for Ms Burt.

“This is another opportunity for Milton to show the world what
it’s all about. Sarah and her family need the community to step up
and say ‘We’re here for you, " Mr. Scholtz said. adding that he and
Deidre, now 12, will lend support to Ms Burt in any way she needs
it and encourage Milton residents to do the same.

Money raised will go toward Ms Burt’s medical costs. Expenses
may include a wig, naturopathic treatments and travelling costs.
All funds left over will g0 to the Canadian Cancer Society.

Last October, Ms Burt, 20. gave birth to a still-born baby. On
that day, doctors noticed that Ms Burt’s Hemoglobin levels were
drastically low. Many tests and check-ups followed. On February
6 — the day the baby was due — M Burt was officially diagnosed
with Myelofibrosis.

The idea behind the fundraiser is that people will collect pledges
before the event and then shave their heads at the event. “One thing I've

learned is that nobody seems to know how,” Ms  at me. I'm not used to so much attention.”

Event gaining momentum Cherwoniak said. Ms Burt will probably be undergoing chemotherapy next

| . | Pamphlets and educated volunteers should help fix that, she month, and then doctors will attempt the bone marrow transplant.
Some people have raised $1,000 in one afternoon, (s going to  gajq, Mike Clouston, an acting captain with the Milton Fire

be huge,” said Tarah Cherwoniak, Ms Burt’s sister and the organ- “I really want to bring more awareness to bone Marrow cancer.  Department, knows from experience just how important it is to
izer of the fundraiser. Only 30 per cent of Canadians who are diagnosed have matches have the support of family and community when going through
Before and after photos will be provided to every head shaving  in their familjes * any sort of health crisis. He was diagnosed with cancer a year-and-
participant, as well as t-shirts. Some of the women taking part Ms Burt is lucky — it seems one of her sisters will be a match.  a-half ago and underwent radiation treatment.
have long hair that will be donated to Locks of Love, an organiza- Ms Cherwoniak said she thinks the fundraiser and the commu- Mr. Clouston is getting a group of firefighters together who are
tion that makes wigs for patients with illnesses that cause a loss of nity’s support 1s helping to make Ms Burt stronger — and she’s willing to shave their heads for the cause. A financial burden is the
hair. not the only one. last thing Ms Burt needs to face right now, Mr. Clouston said.
The event will be a great time for everyone, whether or not they "I couldn’t imagine sitting and doing nothing,” Ms Cherwoniak Milton firefighters did a similar thing a few years ago for Camp
want to shave their heads, Ms Cherwoniak said, adding that dona-  sajd. Trillium, a camp for children with cancer, he said.
tions can also be made that day. Ms Burt, who has lived in Milton for almost five years, said He urges Miltonians to get involved in any way they can.
The afternoon will include a deejay, face painting and balloons she’s really surprised at the outpouring of support from “It’s a good cause — it’s a person in our community. For Camp
for the kids, and plenty of entertainment. There will also be a half Miltonians. TIrillium, nobody knew the (children) but this one is more person-
pipe brought in for skateboard and in-line skating buffs. “I'don’t think I make that much of an impact,” she said, laugh-  al. We know Sarah and her family.”
One of the things Ms Cherwoniak said she'’s most excited about  ing. I think nobody knows who I am.” For more information, call Ms Cherwoniak at (905)-510-6888.
1s the booth that will have information for people to take on how She said she feels somewhat divided about the upcoming event. Stephanie Thiessen can be reached af sthiessen@miltoncanadi-
to get on the -bone marrow registry. "It should be fun, but I'll feel odd — like everybody’s looking  anchampion.com.
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