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By TIM WHITNELL
Special to The Champion

The two methods of delivering junior
and senior kindergarten programs will con-
tinue to be offered at the Halton District
School Board for at least another five
years.

Internal and external reviews of JK and
SK delivery models resulted in no clear cut
determination about which is better for a
young child’s learning.

On the recommendation of Education
Superintendent Barry Finlay, school board
trustees recently agreed to a five-year
study of the effectiveness of the all-day,
alternate day delivery in relation to the
half-day, every-day program.

A survey of parents who have had or cur-

rently have young children in the program
will be undertaken this spring.

The board will work with its own teach-
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JK, SK programs to stay
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ing or afternoon) have the option to do so
because they have no children eligible for
busing under board policy.

In a presentation to the board last week,
Mr. Finlay told trustees the Halton Catholic
board offers only the half-day, every-day
model and provides mid-day bus trans-
portation for all of its eligible kindergarten
pupils.

There’s a significant cost difference in
administering the two JK/SK models.

Mr. Finlay noted a current figure for pro-
viding mid-day busing at the public board
1Isn’t available, but projected costs in
March 2001 for 100 per cent implementa-
tion of the half-day, every-day model were
$605,119; projected costs at that time for
busing under the all-day, alternate-day
model were just $160,000.

However, Mr. Finlay stressed that pro-
gram effectiveness should be the determin-
Ing factor if the board is to settle on one
model or the other in the future.

"Given the lack of research in this area
and the conflicting results of studies con-
ducted on the effects of kindergarten deliv-
ery models on young children, it is
extremely difficult to determine which
model, if any, holds the greatest benefit for
young children,” Mr. Finlay said in his
board presentation.
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