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Bottom line is Milton
remains a safe place

It looks like fraud was the trend in crime in our town during 2002.

As reported on the front page of this newspaper, Milton’s crime hike

i1s largely the result of an increase in fraud charges — almost all of
which stemmed from a massive gas station bank card scam.

In 2002, incidents of fraud rose to 452 from 90 in 2001 — an INncrease
of a whopping 362.
It Milton’s fraud total had been the same as in 2001, the annual
change in criminal activity would have only been 0.4 per cent higher.
And the actual result would have been a crime rate decrease of 13.6
per cent considering the significant population growth in town.
Similarly, if Milton’s fraud count had been unchanged from 2001, the

overall Halton crime total would have only been up 0.3 per cent, result-
Ing in a crime rate decrease of 3 per cent.

Our point is, despite the increase in population, Miltonians can con-
tinue to enjoy living in a relatively safe community. We just have to
make sure we watch our bank cards and protect ourselves against any

other con artists out there scheming up ways to cheat us out of our
hard-earned dollars.

*  Our READERS WRITE

Drivers need to slow down in winter: reader 10YS for Tots a big success, says organizer

Dear Editor: of transportation coupled with our
Who's to blame? The weather, the urgency to get from point A to point B.
roads, or us. [ realize winter driving can be chal-

“Slippery roads have been blamed for
numerous ftraffic mishaps this mom-
ing...” “A multi-vehicle pile-up has
caused many injuries and extreme dam-
age today...” “Heavy snow fall is report-
ed to be the cause...” Sound familiar?

You seldom, hear that there are many
accidents because drivers fail to adjust
their driving habits to suit weather situa-
tions. The same wintery conditions have
been with us for more years than we can
recall. What has changed is the volume

lenging, and at times dangerous, but I'm
also confident that if we allowed our-
selves more time and were much more
cautious by matching our driving to con-
ditions, we could save a lot of pain, suf-
fering, and deaths.

As a bonus, we would all enjoy cheap-
er insurance rates, as huge amounts must

come out of insurance company coffers
to settle claims.

Cy Stein
Mill Street
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Dear Editor:

Halton Region and the Halton
Regional Police Service, in partner-
ship with Canadian Tire and the
Salvation Army, recently complet-
ed their third annual Toys for Tots
program throughout the region.

The 2002 program ran from
November 16 to December 21 and
collected Canadian Tire money and
cash donations to buy toys for
donation to the Salvation Army for
distribution to families in need.

This year, Toys for Tots involved
eight Canadian Tire stores in
Oakville, Milton, Georgetown and
Burlington. The campaign was a
big success, raising more than
$33,000 in toys and cash — result-
ing in a brighter Christmas for
many families within our commu-
nities.

The success is attributed to con-
tributions from the community,
schools and businesses throughout
Halton that responded with cash or

toy donations.

‘Special thanks goes to Halton
Honda for the donation of a Honda
Pilot complete with Toys for Tots
decals for promotional and opera-
tional duties. The Toys for Tots pro-
gram also wishes to thank the fol-
lowing organizations for their cash
donations: International Trucking,
Canadian Tire Association
(Oakville), Canadian Tire Found
Families (Milton), Halton Regional
Police Association Children’s
Christmas Party, Halton Regional
Police #3 District CIB Christmas
Party, Algonquin Power, St.
Gabriel’s School and S/Sgt. Murray
Drinkwalter.

We'd also like to thank a number
of organizations for their toy dona-
tions, including Glenview Public
School, Joe Dogs restaurant, the
Burlington  Post  newspaper,
Burlington Bingo, NHL
Enterprises, Longo’s Food stores as
well as all community members

who dropped off toys and gifts at
our local police stations.

In reviewing the results of the
Toys for Tots program, Chief Ean
Algar said, “We are grateful for the
generous gifts provided by the pub-
lic for this worthwhile program.

"It was also rewarding to see the
participation of schools collecting
money and toys for other children
in need. That’s what Christmas and
the holidays are all about.”

Chief Algar added, “Contributing
to the success of the program is the
more than 50 police volunteers who
gave theirr own time to staff
Canadian Tire locations, the good
work of the Salvation Army in
identifying families in need and the
participating Canadian Tire stores
that positively promote the pro-
gram. They're truly community
partners.”

Const. Chantal Verrier
Halton Regional Police

E-mail your letters to the editor to miltoned@haltonsearch. com, or fax them to (905) 878-4943.
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