A

2—The Canadian Champion, Friday, January 10, 2003

‘Tolls possible for proposed mid-peninsula highway
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By DENNIS SMITH "The fact that we looked at and generated
Special to The Champion ' these scenarios does not imply the proposed
The bell has not yet 'tolled’ for the proposed highway will be tolled. That remains
mid-peninsula highway. s | .
Critics of the road from Niagara to the Hamilton-Halton area say somethmg or-the govemmint to look at at a
documents show a toll highway is planned. future date.
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But the ministry of transportation says the information is from

the earlier needs assessment stage, when both toll and non-toll sce- __BoB m ' R

narios were being examined. | “
Citizens Opposed to Paving the Escarpment (COPE) say they're . ) . '

against the highway regardless of whether it's a toll road. essary, said COPE's vice-chair

Ontario residents are already upset about Hwy. 407 toll rate “They think it will have tolls on it and they won't give the gov-
increases and they don't think the mid-peninsula highway is nec- emment carte blanche to build it." said Dave Eckersley.

New Year, New Car Event
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 Hwy fuel consumption rating of 5.1L/100 km (55 mpg) * « 60/40 split rear seat
» AM/FM stereo/CD with 4 speakers « 1.5 Litre , 16 Valve, 108 HP. DOHC WT-i engine : XM S
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+ 3.0 Litre V6, 210 HP, WT-i engine « Dual sliding doors « Sliding third row seat %
» AM/FM cassette CD « Dual air conditioning « Power windows, locks & mirrors
» Cruise control « 4 wheel ABS « Remote keyless entry « Engine immobilizer

2003 Camry LE
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» 2.4 Litre, 4-cylinder,157 HP, WT-i engine » 4 speed automatic with overdrive e Air conditioning
» AM/FM cassette CD with 6 speakers « Cruise control « Tilt steering s Engine immobilizer
» Power windows, locks & mirrors « 60/40 split folding rear seat « Keyless entry

2003 RAV4

3.9% e 26210 MsrP [
LEASE FOR °299.° |

PER MONTH FOR 48 MONTHS WITH $4016 DOWN
FOR AN ADDITIONAL $16.” PER MONTH GET AUTOMATIC TRANSMISSION

e 2.0 Litre, 148 HP, WT-i engine 5 speed manual transmission  Air conditioning « Cruise control
» Power windows, locks & mirrors « Remote keyless entry e Tilt steering

2003 Highlander o
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e 2.4 Litre 4-cylinder, 16-Valve, 155 HP, WT-i engine  Air conditioning e Cruise control
o Tilt steering « Remote keyless entry « AM/FM cassette CD with 6 speakers
e Antilock brakes e Power windows, locks & mirrors

S merit @  Panasonic

The game has begun. B Craf> G o &

400 Steeles Avenue én-ext .to Gorrud's Auto Group)
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www.miltontoyota.com -

 easingffinancing plans from Toyota Credit Canada inc. O. A C. Offers vafid on new 2003 models leased or purchased by February 2, 2003. License, registration, insurance and taxes extra. Lease includes freight and PD.E. cost of $960 $1260. $1 110 $1.260, $1.260. Freight and PD.E. not
included in M.SRP. Based on 60 mos. walkaway lease af a rate of 4.9% on Echo (Model BT123MA or BT123PA). Based on 48 mos. walkaway iease al a rate 01 2.9%, 6.1%, 4.5%, 4.5% on Sienna, Camry, RAV4, Highlander (models ZF19CSB, BE3?KPA. HH20VMB or HH20VPB. GD21APA
or HOZ1APA) Down payment of $0, $4,940, §,3612, $4,016, $4.821 or trade equivalent required. First payment due on demer&immr iease obligation of $11,915.11 or §12.687 68, $18.812.29, $17.963 87, $18,367.88 or $19,162.57, $22 633 47 or $24 110 43 and purchase oplion price of
$5.610.00 or $6,010.00, $14,080, $12,152.00, $12,318.70 or §12,882.70, $14,871.80 or $15,883 80 based on 2 maximum of 96,000 KMS (120,000 KMS for Echo). Additional KM charge of $.07. .10, 10, 10, 15 i applicable. M.SR.P of $14 025 or $15,025, $29.335, $24 800  $26.210 or
$27 410, $32.330 o7 $34,530. Finance example: $20,000 a 0 9%/3 9%/4 9% per annum equals $563.30/$589.59/8598 52 per month for 36 months C 0B is $278 80/$1,225.24/31,546.72 for 2 total obligation of $20,278.80/$21,225.24/$21,546.72. *According to the overseas reguiation
and compliance department of Toyota Motor Corporation (Engineering administration division). 10.9%/3.9%/5.9% no limit purchase financing for up to 36 months avaitable on new 2003 Sienna/Echo/Camry. 113 9% no limit purchase financing for up to 60 months available on new 2003 RAVA
and Highiander. Please see Milton Toyota for complete details. Dealer may lease/sell for less

connected to the other toll route, Hwy. 407.

The mid-peninsula route would run from Niagara to Hamilton's
airport at Mount Hope. It would then extend to one of three possi-
ble connections.

Alternatives being considered include a link-up with Hwy. 407
in Burlington.

This route would continue to Peter's Corners (Hwys. 5 and 8),
loop north of Waterdown and head down the Niagara Escarpment
to connect with Hwy. 407 near Walker's Line.

Mr. Eckersley noted the ministry initially rejected the two other
proposed connections — Hwy. 401 west of Milton and Hwy. 403
in Hamilton. "They added them again to quiet some of the
protests,” he said.

Mr. Eckersley said both toll and non-toll scenarios were exam-
ined only for the Hwy. 407 connection.

He said he believes this further indicates the ministry favours a
Hwy. 407 link-up for the mid-peninsula highway. "They were only
going to do all the math on the one they were going to build."

Mr. Eckersley said building another toll route will create a two-
tiered road system, with toll highways serving "the rich guys."

He said ministry documents also indicate private partners are
being sought to produce revenue for the proposed highway.

This can only be done through tolls, said Mr. Eckersley.

Evidence of planning for a mid-peninsula toll highway is found
In ministry needs assessment and technical summary documents,
say COPE officials.

A munistry cost estimate noted that "fully electronic tolling tech-
nology has been assumed (as per Hwy. 407)."

Toll rate policies and their revenue impacts were part of critical
issues in the ministry's needs assessment demand forecast.

There were ministry references to "identifying the impacts of
tolls on the demand for the mid-peninsula corridor and on the
QEW" and "identify an optimal tolling strategy."

Ministry documents also mention confirming the route's finan-
cial feasibility as a toll facility, plus assisting ownership and part-
nership opportunities for the mid-peninsula corridor.

A ministry spokesperson said when determining traffic levels for
the proposed highway, both toll and non-toll environments were
examined.

"The fact that we looked at and generated these scenarios does
not imply the proposed highway will be tolled," said Bob Nichols.
"That remains something for the government to look at at a future
date."

Considering toll and non-toll information provides the ministry
with a better understanding of what traffic levels could be on the
highway, he said.

The spokesperson said both toll and non-toll options are still
being considered.

As for only doing both scenarios for the Hwy. 407 connection,
Mr. Nichols noted existing highways were not to be tolled when
the needs assessment was being done.

The next phase of planning for the proposed highway involves
determining terms of reference for the environment assessment.
The Ministry of Environment is expected to rule on this by March.

Besides the Hwy. 407 link-up, other alternatives involve con-
necting with an expanded Hwy. 403 on Hamilton Mountain or a
route through Peter's Comers and Flamborough to link up with
Hwy. 401.

The latter connection would be made west of Milton and would
avoid a cut through the escarpment.

Registration
for JK and SK
now accepted

The Halton District School Board is now accepting registrations
for junior and senior kindergarten for September 2003.

Parents or guardians are asked to check. the ‘Halton District
School Board Web site, www.hdsb.ca, for important registration
information and to check school attendance boundaries. The infor-
mation can be found on the home page under the 'Schools' link.

When registering your child, you need to bring proof of your
child's age (birth certificate or passport), immunization records,
your child's Ontario Health Card and proof of address. If you aren't
the child's parent, please bring proof of custody (court order).

To register for the fall of 2003, junior kindergarten children must
be four years old by December 31, 2003 and senior kindergarten
children must be 5 years old by December 31, 2003.

Parents with children currently attending junior kindergarten
won't need to re-register for senior kindergarten.

Registration should be completed at designated schools by
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