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urner squashes Canadian opposition, again

But teen’s bid for pre-holiday championship
sweep falls a little short at Yale University

By STEVE LeBLANC
The Champion

For Alisha Tumer, December is usually

spent squashing competition on both sides
of the border.

However, a jump to under-17 play this season threw
a proverbial monkey wrench into her recent bid for a
traditional pre-holiday championship sweep — which
was nixed two weeks ago at New Haven’s Yale
University.

Unable to match a gold-medal performance deliv-
ered at the Canadian Junior Open, Milton’s 15-year-
old squash ace was denied a follow-up title win, with
a semifinal elimination at the United States Junior
Olympic Open.

Her final four defeat to Quebec’s Genevieve Lessard
came in heartbreaking narrow fashion — with each
individual loss in the 3-1 decision by just two points or
less.

"It was anybody’s game, it was so close,” Alisha
recalled of the 8-10, 7-9, (9-7), 9-10 defeat.

While not making excuses for herself, the local teen
did point out that she was among the youngest com-
petitors at the meet — and faced opponents with a con-
siderable advantage in terms of both size and speed.

Nevertheless, Alisha reached the semifinals in
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impressive fashion with three straight match victories
— including a huge second-round comeback over
American Leena Newfield, who seemed poised to tri-
umph over scoring 9-1 and 9-2 victories. But Milton’s
representative shook over her sub-par start and battled
back to take the next three games (10-8, 9-3, 9-3)
before outlasting Manitoba’s Tara Chawla 3-1 (9-5, 9-
5, 6-9, 9-1) in the quarterfinals.

One weekend earlier in St. Catharines, Alisha turned
back all challengers at the Canadian Junior Open for
the fourth time in five years — with a near-perfect per-
formance at the White Oaks Racquet and Fitness Club.

Following three convincing sweeps to reach the
championship finals, her attempt at an overall white-
wash was dashed by Manitoba’s Ashley Malenchuck
— who posted a 9-6 decision in game two to knot the
match at one win apiece.

But Alisha fortified her efforts to win the next set 10-
9 and then cemented her title drive by thrashing her
western rival 9-1.

Said the national champ, “It was just my focus (that
won it for me). I was really mentally prepared.”

The Canadian title and strong showing down south
are another step toward the local teen’s ongoing quest
to secure an athletic scholarship to the NCAA.

“The Ivy League would be nice,” she added.

Proceeds from the event will allow the Chamber
schools and Milton’s Junior Achievement program.

Tickets cost $125 plus GST. To reserve a seat. call
(905) 878-0581.
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