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Options broad
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Plans for a mid-peninsula highway are on the

move.

The Ministry of Transportation (MTO) announced Thursday 1t
would broaden the end connection options to be studied during an
environmental assessment of the proposed roadway.

“We have consulted and listened to the public and municipali-
ties,” Minister of Transportation Norm Sterling said of the new
options list.

“Planning for transportation infrastructure now will ensure our
economic competitiveness in the future. We are committed to
building more efficient trade corridors that will ease congestion
and move people and goods more safely.”

The highway is currently proposed to run from Niagara 1o
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PER MONTH FOR 48 MONTHS WITH $4969 DOWN

2003 Toyota Highlander
*32,330 MSRP

‘Best Midsize Sport Utility Vehicle in Initial Quaity in the Uu.S." J.D. Power®
e 2 4 Litre 4-cylinder, 16-Valve, 155 HP, WT-i engine  Air conaitioning
« Cruise control « Tilt steering « FWD 4 speed automatic transmission with overdrive
« Remote keyless entry « AM/FM cassette CD with 6 speakers
e Antilock brakes « Power windows, locks & mirrors

PER MONTH FOR 48 MONTHS WITH $3909 DOWN
FOR AN ADDITIONAL *15“ PER MONTH GET AUTOM

27,400 MSRP

J4-00 Steeles Avenue (next to Gorrud’s Auto Group)
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jgaD, A Full Tank of Gas "
Lot oo
ol 14 L] www.miltontoyota.com o
Leasing / financing plans from Toyola Credit (anada Inc 0AC. Ofters valid on new 2003 models leased or purchased by December 2, 2002. License, registration, insurance and faxes extra Lease includes freight and PD.E. cost of $1,260, $1,260, $1,260, $1,110, $960. Freight and PD.E. nol

ncluded in M RP Rased on 48 mos. walkaway lease at a rate of 3.9%, 43% 49% 6.4% on Sienna, Highlander, RAV4, Camry (models 7F19CSB. GD21APA. HH20VMS or HH20VPS, BE32KPA). Based on 60 mos. walkaway lease at a rate of 5.2% on Echo (Model BT123MA or BT123PA)
Nown payment of $4.979, $4.969, $3,909, $3,999, $0 or trade equivaient equIred First payment due on delivery. Total lease obligation of $19,334.44, 227 68129, $19.220 67 or $19.963.79. $17,870.83, $11,940.20 or $12,724 93 and purchase option price of $14,374.15, $15,195.10 $13,152.00

( $13.728 00, $12,400.00, $5.750.20 0 $6.160.25. based on a maximum of 96,000 KMS (120 000 KMS for Echo). Additional KM charge of § 10, .15, .10 10. 07 if applicable M S.R.P of $ 29,335, $32,330, $27,400 or $28,600, $24 800, $14,025 or $15,025 Finance example: $20,000 at

) 9%/3 9%/4 9 n equals $563.30/$589 59/$598.52 per month for 36 months C 0B, is $278.80/$1,225 24/$1,546.72 for a total obligation of $20.278 80/$21,225241$21 546.72 *The Toyota Sienna was the highest ranked Compact Van in the J.D. Power and Associates 2000-2002

1| Quality Study  The Toyota Highlander was the NgNES! 1d ked Midsize Sport Utility Vehicle in the J.D. Power and Associates 2002 U.S. Inifia Quality Study. The Toyota RAV4 was the highest ranked Entry Sport Utility in the J.D. Power and Associates 2002 U.S. Initial Quality Study. 2002

54905 U'S. consumer responses indicating owne reported problems during the firs! 90 days of ownership. For complete test results visit WiW.JADOWELCOM, **According 10 the Overseas requlation and compliance department of Toyota Motor Corporation (Engineering

i0 tion QViSic _ 1%/% nurchase financing for up to 36 months avaiianie on New 2003 Sienna/Echo/Camry. 113.9% no limit purchase financing for up 0 60 months available on new 2003 Highlander and RAVA. 1110.9%/2.9%/3.9% no limit purchase financing for up
6 manths availabl naining 2002 Echo, Sienna, Highlander/RAV4, Avalor Tacoma. Tundra. 4Runner/Camry, Solara, Celica models. Please see your Milton Toyota for complete details

options on the table include Awy. 4U1 1n Milton and Hwy.
Burlington.

A third option would see the roadway connect with Hwy. 403,
accompanied by the widening of Hwy. 403 through Hamilton and
Burlington.

An environmental assessment (EA) has yet to be conducted for
the proposed highway, leaving the exact route and end connection
undecided. A terms of reference for the EA is currently in devel-
opment.

The MTO originally proposed the roadway connect to Hwy.
407. however several concerns have come forward related to envi-
ronmental issues of such a connection and its 1mpacts on
Burlington.

A connection to Hwy. 6 was also discussed.

Area MPP Ted Chudleigh praised the newest option to widen
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PER MONTH FOR 48 MONTHS WITH $4979 DOWN

2003 Toyota Sienna CE__p[us
29,335 MSRP
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IC TRANSMISSIQN

SPECIAL EDITION

Best Entry Sport Utility Vehicle in Initial Quality in the U.sS." J.D. Power’

2 0 Litre. 148 HP, VWT-i engine « 5 speed manual ransmission

Air conditioning « 16" Aluminum alloy wheels » Cruise Control

Panasonic 200 watt AM/FM/CD MP3 player « Power windows, 10Cks & mirrors
Remote keyless entry = Hood scoop = Sport style front grille » Tilt steerning

ONTH FOR 48 MONTHS WITH $3999 DOWN

2003 Toyota Camry LE
24 800 MSRP

« 2.4 Litre, 4-cylinder,157 HP, WT-i engines 4 speed automatic with overdrive
« Air conditionings AM/FM cassette CD with 6 speakers » Cruise control e'“ﬁi
e Tilt steernng « Power windows. locks & murrors gkt
« 60/40 split folding rear seat « Keyless entry « Engine immobilizer

PER MONTH FOR 60 MONTHS
FOR AN ADDITIONAL 13° PER MONTH GET AUTOMATIC TRANSMISSION

NEW STYLING
2003 Toyota Echo

14,025 MSRP

« Hwy fuel consumption rating of 5.1L/100 km (55 mpg) *“e 60/40 split rear seal
« AM/EM stereo/CD with 4 speakers » 1.5 Litre , 16 Valve, 108 HP, DOHC VV1-1 engine
o Tilt steering « Power Steering « 5 speed manual transmissions Intermittent wipers with mist feature
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ened for mid-peninsula highway

Hwv 403. savine he believes it to be the most suitable solution at

“It has a whole bunch of other bonuses for the city of Hamuilton
— it’s pretty jammed up there now during rush hour,” he told The
Champion.

“If you expanded it (Hwy. 403), 1t could be useful to Hamilton
and also useful as a second alternative to get to the Peninsula other
than relying on the Skyway.”

Mayor Gord Krantz called the new options list “interesting,
saying both council and Town staff will monitor the EA process
closely.

“Wherever there’s new roads, usually there’s other things that
follow and you have to be prepared for that. When you start open-
ing up new areas of a community, it certainly does have long-
range impacts on growth,” he said.

“There are a lot of unknowns at this point in time. This may be
just another test balloon. They (Province) seem 1o be sending up
quite a few of them to get public reaction.”

[ ast week. the Milton administration and planning commuttee
defied a MTO request to select a preferred end connection option.
Instead. the committee endorsed a motion calling for an expanded
transportation plan that includes rail and other mass transit initia-
tives.

Town council was expected to address the committee motion
last night, but further information was unavailable as of press time.

Regional council
to have final say
of police budget

e from HALTON on page 1

“I think this is just wrong,” said Mr. Taylor. “Very regrettable.”

Chief Algar said a number of police associations are challenging
the Province on this i1ssue.

“Justices deserve protection, but we don’t see this as core polic-
ing. Hopefully we’ll see some movement from the government,”
he said.

Board members had other concerns as well, such as the $1 mil-
lion earmarked for facility improvements (like the dilapidated 2
Division station on White Oaks Boulevard in Oakville) that was
withdrawn from the budget in order to keep the 8.95 per cent
increase from ballooning to 10.9 per cent. The problem, main-
tained Mr. Taylor, is that this sort of strategy only delays the finan-
cial pain to subsequent years.

“This is a people-driven business, but we can’t have 10 to 12 per
cent budgets ad infinitum,” he said.

Mr. Brewer, who said policing has to adhere to the kind of
economies now ingrained in private enterprise, added that the
police service has to find ways to carry out their mandate “‘better
and cheaper.”

“The number of people can’t keep going up forever,” he said. It
has to stop somewhere.”

Added Mr. Bird, “We can’t continue to merrily do what we did
in the past.”

The 2003 budget must now go to regional council, but as it
stands now. it would cost the average household 5.6 per cent more
than last year, or $322 in total, for policing. This is based on a
$5.1-million cost increase over 2002, $4.9-million of which is slat-
ed for personnel.

To back up the need for this increase, Chief Algar took pains to
explain the enormous pressures on the force, which make the jump
vital.

The most recent statistics show Halton officers responding to
95,000 calls for service a year, 18.000 of which are criminal
offences.

Some local investigations, especially homicides, are far from
over upon arrest, said Chief Algar, and continue to be expensive
drains on staffing as the court process commences.

The 2000 murder of Oakville’s Gordon Humphreys, for exam-
ple, consumed $100,000 and more than 3,000 hours of investiga-
tive time.

The current trial for Project Phantom, which busted up a $20-
million GST fraud ring, could take as long as six months, said
Chief Algar, a case that further illustrates the demands on his offi-
cers. Combating ongoing marijuana growing operations is like-
wise a monumental task. |

Staffing is further strained by the loss of 15-plus officers who are
annually seconded to inter-jurisdictional investigations — biker
gangs, child porn, etc. — that do reap benefits but erode the day-
to-day operational strength on local streets.




