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for problem water

By RICHARD VIVIAN
The Champion

On-going problems with “dirty” water
have at least one area resident calling for a
reduction in water rates and a partial retund
— something Regional Chair Joyce
Savoline says she wouldn't support due to
the Region’s work to resolve the 1ssue.

Halton Hills resident Gerald Parker
blasted members of the Halton planning
and public works committee Monday,
demanding the Region reimburse him for
water he has received at both his home and
business. The water has, on occasion, con-
tained floating brown chunks of man-
ganese from the Region’s wells.

Health officials have repeatedly stated
the levels of manganese don't present a
health concern.

“Dirty water is contaminated, whether
by perception or by reality,” Mr. Parker
told the committee when challenged on his
definition of contaminated. “Clearly, the

perception is — and the reality 1s by virtue
- of that — this it is contaminated. You try to
get a child to drink 1t.”

During times when the manganese levels
are high, Mr. Parker said, he was advised
by Region staff to run his water for about
an hour until the manganese disappeared.

Residents are billed for the amount of
water they use, leaving Mr. Parker and
other residents to pay for the manganese-
heavy water. That money should be reim-
bursed to the tune of $105 per household,
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the resident argued.

“Oakville and Burlington may have
clean water, but us ugly cousins up here
(north Halton) know differently,” he told
the committee, adding he’s contacted the
Ministry of the Environment for assistance
in resolving the 1ssue.

“It 1s the responsibility of the Region to
provide clean water at the point of con-
sumption.”

Over the past several years, the Region
has spent millions of dollars to address the
manganese, including providing residents
with bottled water, cleaning agents for
stained clothes, installed in-home filters
and swabbed water pipes, Ms Savoline
said in response to Mr. Parker’s demands.

“We were fighting Mother Nature. It was
nothing that the Region did. It wasn't the
equipment. It was simply a strain of man-
ganese,” explained Ms Savoline.

“The Region was very receptive, very
communicative and very helpful through-
out the community. We had absolutely no
way of just stopping the problem until we
found the right solution — which 1s where
we’'re at now.

Earlier this year, a water filtration system
was installed on wells feeding Georgetown
to remove the manganese. A final resolu-
tion to the issue is expected this spring,
when a filtration system is completed for
the Milton wells, she added.

The committee didn’t take any action on
Mr. Parker’s demands at the meeting.

Milton Country Depot
28 Bronte Street

Whether you are new to birding, or
an experienced bird-watcher, you'll be sure to enjoy this evening.
Please join us! We'’ll be discussing:
. Wild Bird Nutritional Requirements * Placement of feeders tor
optimum use and enjoyment! * Winter Seed Mixes: Nutritional Value
» Question & Answer Period

Guest Speaker: A representative from Heritage Acres Seed & Grain
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Country Depot

28 Bronte St. N.
905 878 2391

Monday Friday 8-6pm
 Sat. 8-5pm ¢ Sun. closed

We reserve the right to limit quantities & correct print
errors. All items available while quantities last.

Supplies
e Clothing,
Footwear

Bird Seed
Lawn & Garden
Giftware

Farm Supplies
Propane
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Solid Oak Mission Dinin g Suite.

Seats up to 12. Other styles to choose from. | Sized from 48" to 72" in height. Starting at $189.

10 fabulous colours available.

California

Natural
Supreme
Almonds

loose pack
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Colour.

China Cabinets. Bookcases & Accessories

natural or

» | Pistachios

2 40 kg selected

varieties

- |\Pretzels

Shop & Save. Join millions of our satisfied customers.

Premium Quality and Freshness Guaranteed

e Fresh stock arrives weekly, over 4,000 items including:
* 200 types of candies, chocolates, gummies and sugarless sweets
 Baking supplies - raisins, prunes, dried fruits, sugars,
mixes, nuts, spices, specialty flours
* Snacks - over 100 of your favourites, snacking nuts and mixes
 Herbal Supplements, Health Foods and Organic Products

Whlle supphes !ast On advemsed ﬂems we reserve the right to Ilmrt quantltles No dealers please.

Many more great Christmas gift ideas
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100% AMISH MADE SOLID OAK FURNITURE
Visit Our Over 4,000 Sq. Ft. Showroom ¢ Areas Largest Selection of Oak Buffets, Hutches,
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Limited quantities of book cases in Pine and Oak.
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