Police seek public’s help in detecting pothouses

assistance in flushing out marjjuana grow
operations in local neighbourhoods.

The seriousness of pothouses in residen-
tial neighbourhoods continues to be a focus
of police services across the country, said
Halton police spokesman Sgt. Val Hay.

"The hazards from bypassed hydro
meters have caused fires in some jurisdic-
tions and the damage done inside the
homes has created safety and insurance
1ssues,” she said.

“The theft of the hydro is estimated at
$15,000 per marijuana grow. Generally
one grow operation can use the hydro
equivalent of 20 houses.”

The following are some tips for what to
look for in determining the existence of a
grow house:

« Windows are covered with black plas-
tic, heavy curtains pressed against the win-
dows or blinds that are tightly shut.

« Humidity in the house causes conden-
sation on windows.

« The smell of rotting cabbage or skunk-
like odor, mixed with a sweet vegetative
smell. Artificial scents may be used to
mask the smell.

» Some of the electrical components in an
indoor grow operation create humming
sounds, familiar to a transformer on a
hydro pole — other sounds may include
fans and trickling water.

» High intensity, 1,000 watt lamps are
normally used.

» Neighbourhood residences experience
unexplained power surges or power
"browning" with the return of normal
power flow approximately 12 hours later.

« Growers sometimes leave equipment
laying around the yard, such as nutrient
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o Almost all maryuana growers usc
rental property so that they do not have to
alter their own property to accommodate a
growing operation. High humidity levels
in indoor growing operations also cause a
lot of damage to the house.

» |.andlords may notice tenants insist on
sive cars, cell phones or pagers. These (en-
ants are also very reluctant to allow land-
lords to inspect their property.

« When compared to the average homes
in the area, neighbours may notice ncon-
sistencies in visitors coming to and from
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Got a hot
scoop?
Please call
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time. Visitors will often leave one person
waiting in the car while another enters the
premises.

Anyone with information regarding a
suspected grow house is asked to call
Crime Stoppers at 1-800-222-TIPS.

your story
ideas
at (905)
878-2341.
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OFF OUR REGULAR PRICES

*Sewing Club Members save an
additional 10% on all 20% off items!

Excluding promotional goods & ends. Sale in effect Nov.11-Dec.1, 2002, on selected in-stock merchandise,
while quantities last. Most items available in most stores. Look for the red sale tags. Sorry, no special orders.

547 Main St. E.  MILTON _878-0931
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i’ Director of Fitness, GoodLife Fitness Clubs

Nominal dues fees and administration fees apply.\C ' _ Xy
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Offer Ends November 30:

\ Goodlife

Initiation?

905-876-FIT3

409 Main Street, Women Only

Other Great Milton Club:
905-876-FITT

855 Steeles Ave. E., Coed
Ethaly Clubs in Canada®

; 002. Valid at Main Street location only.
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