ESAC asks Region
to assist in fighting
Increasing costs
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of long-term care

By RICHARD VIVIAN
The Champion

With the recent rise in long-term-care fees, seniors and their
families have been feeling the pinch, Halton’s health and social
services committee heard last Tuesday.

Halton’s Elderly Services Advisory Committee (ESAC) pre-
sented information outlining its concerns with the increases and
asked the committee for a hand in explaining the hardships to the
Province.

“If you haven’t seen people first-hand, as I have, you can’t real-
ly picture how traumatic even a small increase can be for some of
these families,” remarked Allan Klarer, speaking on behalf of
ESAC.

After hearing from ESAC, the committee endorsed a motion
that would see the Regional chair write the minister of health in an
effort to soften the impact of future fee increases on seniors.

The letter would suggest that increases to long-term-care fees be
restricted to the cost of service and that those increases be spread
on a percentage basis throughout the various service levels. It
would further recommend the ministry better educate the public
on where increased fees would be utilized.

Since a 7 per cent fee increase came into effect last month, many
seniors and their families have had difficulty coping, said Mr.
Klarer. The increase is part of a three-year phasing process,
expected to reach 15 per cent in total.

The increase was first proposed by the Province this past sum-
mer as a 15 per cent lump sum, but later changed.

In its presentation to the committee, ESAC sought to have the
letter indicate increases should be limited to “the traditional 2 per
cent.” and that increased funds be focused on nursing, personal
care, raw food, programming and supportive care.

Burlington Councillor Jack Dennison expressed an uneasiness
with both items and they were ultimately removed from the
motion.

“Should working people be further subsidizing for those who
can afford to pay? Is it fair if some people can afford to pay for it
themselves?”’ the councillor asked of the 2 per cent increase cap.

Regional council hasn’t addressed the issue at this time, but 1s
expected to do so tomorrow.
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select sandwich

FREY

With purchase of a medium beverage.

Valid until Nov. 1/02 with this coupon.
Free sandwich must
be of equal or lesser value.

o0 Market Drive

LocaTioN ONLY.

(Beside Canad:an Tire)
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For a free and complete analysis of your financial health, call:

(905) 876-2400 driding@ipcc.org

It's already in your cable. LET IT IN! Order Cogeco Digital TV today.
| MORE ENTERTAINMENT MORE SAVINGS IF YOU ACT NOW!

O Up to 220 channels featuring more O Save $75.00 INSTANTLY off your digital box 8
movies, sports, documentaries, music. when you subscribe to any Digital Bundie.

@ Save an additional 25% by bundling your
MORE FREEDOM TO CHOOSE ‘ Digital TV service with High Speed Internet.
@ Pay for only the digital channels you |

want. Create your own package or pick

any Theme Pack for even greater value. COGECO» D|g|talTV
" (Call1-8T7-T79-3111 or visit www.cogeco.convmycable There’s more in your cable
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Put the plzza guy on speed dial.

NHL Center Ice starts October 9th. Hockey, 7days a week. Over 1000 games.

Order now and save $20! Bundle with NFL Sunday Ticket and save even more.

Don’t miss the action. Order Cogeco Digital TV Toaay.
Call 1-877-779-3111 or visit www.cogeco.com/mycable

Offer ends October 31, 2002. Current COGECO Digital TV customers for over 6 months who are renting their box may purchase box for $99.99. All other customers pay $199.99
for purchase of the box and receive a $75.00 instant rebate with a 6-month subscription to any Digital Bundle. If early cancellation within 6-months a $75.00 charge will apply. Not
available in all areas. Some restrictions apply.
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