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By ROBB SWYBROUS
Special to The Champion

Halton District School Board
trustees at their regular board
meeting last week approved a
motion to hire 54 new education-
al assistants (EA) from 1its list of

qualified professionals.

The October 16 approval means 27 high-
needs students who’re currently not attend-
ing school, or who attend on a limited basis
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the year and that's what this is."

The education director said he didnt
know how the board is going to come up
with the funds to account for the hirings.
He said there’s a chance the ministry will
kick in some cash to pay for the EAs but
that’s not the expectation.

"Hypothetically, sure (the ministry might
help pay)," he said.

"Certainly we've made them aware of
our situation. They recognize the difficul-
ties that we face.”
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because they don't have EA support, will Board Chair Ethel Gardiner said trustees L G L T -

be going back to class full-time had no choice but to pass the motion. BARRRE. . T L L R T
[t also means an expenditure of about She said the nght t(?r all children in g RS N

$1.5-million that trustees will have to Halton to attend school 1s paramount over e T T

account for when balancing next years finding the money to pay for the new EAs. - g LAMR ., . a

"We need EAs. we nee d SUppoO rt to kee D cation should have to g0 throu gh this to get 7 oo R . . s
our high-needs kids in school,” said MOnNey for special education Kids,” she _NGW Styl_e, ?JE‘W_ plOUE | Pine Bedrooms available in several
, Education Director Dusty Papke. said. Solid Oak Mission Dining Suite. different styles and finishes.
| "If we can't find off-setting savings andif ' 1f we end up in a deficit at the end of the Seats up to 12. Other styles to choose from. Great selection of armoires, night stands

the ministry is not willing to assist us, then ~ year than so be it. Hopefully, this will be 10 fabulous colours available. and ladies and men’s dressers.
| there is the potential that we will have a  SOMC relief for students, families and " DR TV T

year-end deficit. Whatever that deficit is  staft.”
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we are responsible for dealing with it in our Mr. Papke said the board already has a [M [ VISA }
next budget." list of qualified EAs who could be inter-

Mr. Papke said a potential deficit doesn't viewed for the positions.

affect the board's legal requirement to pass
a balance budget for the 2002-03 school
year.

That budget was passed in June by
trustees as per Ministry of Education
guidelines.

"The requirement is that a board pass a
balanced budget which we did," Mr. Papke
said.

Forty-one of the new EAs will work with
high-needs students, while 13 are ear-
marked for junior and senior kindergarten
classes with more than 24 students in them.

With the board approving the motion
Wednesday, Mr. Papke said interviews can
take place immediately with the hope of
geiting EAs and special needs students into
the schools in the region as soon as possi-
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Shop & Save. Join millions of our satisfied customers.

Premium Quality and Freshness Guaranteed

e Fresh stock arrives weekly, over 4,000 items including:
* 200 types of candies, chocolates, gummies and sugarless sweets
e Baking supplies - raisins, prunes, dried fruits, sugars,
mixes, nuts, spices, specialty flours
 Snacks - over 100 of your favourites, snacking nuts and mixes
 Herbal Supplements, Health Foods and Organic Products
Canada's largest buik 100d retaes & more ... now 69 locations and growing
Eranchise locations available in Ontario and Atiantic Canada - (905) 886-6756
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Dress - Jacket & Tie TICKETS - Call 905-693-8592
$125. per person ($65. tax receipt provided)
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