b
g 7 1

6 — The Canadian Champion, Friday, October 18, 2002 5

- : —-—— o '|I. .- - - o a L kL Tea i —— i o i H = - LR oA L. - . Tl - 0 o — - = - o e ] =3 p= - o - - . L i = L ’ r e S L
A L Py 4T " - 4 : . - - 3 ». . i i .

AT e W ey i R : - .': h l_..'l_-:-::I '-_J - Pl R Bl e e = 1 i T Ly agdT EE e :_:::___:.

- i s 3 Sk i e SN el o

—. sl W e T T R 3 i r

i L] ., i L. 5
5 aF - i o L - " 1 s, 'I
3 ot 1 L T e = e T =2 il

S N Fel e it LB e S, ST = : . i

R b o AT R el S e o R e [ iy ERE o A A O

) B, e T =rilia Y o

i
L .I': = =

L et — - - = — - TR - ap =
2 & '-:E o i = L = i ] E L
1 5 i F 3 [ ! ¥ J - -

* THE CANADIAN CHAMPION

Box 248, 191 Main St. E.,
Milton, Ont. LOT 4N9

905) 878-2341

The Canadian Champion, published every Tuesday and Friday at 191
Main St. E., Milton, Ont., L9T 4N9 (Box 248), is one of The Metroland
Printing, Publishing & Distributing Ltd. group of suburban companies which
includes: Ajax/Pickering News Advertiser, Alliston Herald/Courier, Barrie
Advance, Barry's Bay This Week, Bolten Enterprise, Brampton Guardian,
Burlington Post, Burlington Shopping News, City Parent, City of York
Guardian, Collingwood/Wasaga Connection, East York Mirror, Erin
Advocate/Country Routes, Etobicoke Guardian, Flamborough Post, Forever
Young, Georgetown Independent/Acton Free Press, Halton Business fimes,
Huronia Business Times, Kingston This Week, Lindsay This Week, Markham
Economist & Sun, Midland/Penetanguishene Mirror, Miton Shopping News,
Mississauga Business Times, Mississauga News, Napanee Guide,
Nassagaweya News, Newmarket/Aurora Era-Banner, Northumberland News,
North York Mirror, Oakville Beaver, Oakville Shopping News, Oldtimers

Publisher Hockey News, Orillia Today, Oshawa/Whitby/Clarington/Port Perry This

Week, Peterborough This Week, Picton County Guide, Richmond

Associate Publisher Hill/Thornhill/Vaughan Liberal, Scarborough Mirror, Stouffville/Uxbridge
. o waia s 1TIDUNG.

Editor-in-Chief Advertising is accepted on the condition that, in the event of a typo-
Editor araphical error, that portion of the advertising space occupied by the erro-
neous item, together with a reasonable allowance for signature, will not be -
charged for, but the balance of the advertisement will be paid for at the appli- N ey
Circulation Manager cable rate. The publisher reserves the right to categorize advertisements or S
decline.

Office Manager

Production Manager

Editorial Fax: 905-878-4943
Advertising Fax: 905-876-2364
Classified: 905-875-3300
Circulation: 905-878-5947

Ian Oliver

Neil Oliver

Jill Davis
Karen Smith
Wendy McNab

Steve Crozier

Advertising Manager

Teri Casas

The Milton Canadian Champion is a Recyclable Product l': SRR |

Sounds like a plan

[t’s certainly heartening to hear Education Minister Elizabeth Witmer
say she will consider an alternative diploma for some Ontario high
school students.

A coalition of school boards, including the Halton District School
Board and four of its high schools — General Brock, E.C. Drury,
White Oaks and Georgetown District — are pressing the Ontario gov-
ernment to develop a system to help those with little chance of passing
the Province's literacy test.

Many of those students are taking basic programs in vocational
schools and, in some cases, are several years behind their peers in aca-
demic achievement. Some suffer from lower 1Qs and learning disabil-
ities. It would be a shame for them not to get a diploma since numer-
ous vocational students in previous years who couldn’t have passed the
test went on to successful careers.

The alternative diploma would provide a checklist of skills, a co-op
education record and a literacy ‘portfolio’ for employers.

We should keep in mind that it’s equally important to read a techni-
cal auto body manual as it is to be able to write prescriptions. Canada
needs skilled labourers just as much as it needs lawyers, engineers and
doctors.

Let's ensure everyone has an equal opportunity for success, no mat-
ter their career choice, once they get past the secondary school level.

Tim Coles
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% OUr READERS WRITE

Reader says teaching public about dangers of unprotected
sex is more productive than anti-abortion demonstrations

Dear Editor:

I’'m writing to you about the
recent photo of the abortion
activists in The Champion.

[ find it unproductive for people
to have such public displays. This
country allows for freedom of
speech and expression and because
of that most are thankful.

Just as they have been free to
make the choice to demonstrate,

women are free to make the choice
on abortion.

Why not spend your time more
productively by educating the pub-
lic on the risks of having unprotect-
ed sex, like unplanned pregnancy or
AIDS and a montage of other dis-
eases”

We see enough protests going on
in the world right now with anti-
war, anti-terrorism, etc. People need

to be more positive in this world we
live in today.

Be positive and active with your
views but do 1t in a way where you
educate not discriminate.

Quite frankly you look foolish
standing on street corners with little
signs, and it sure does nothing pro-
ductive for the cause.

T. Stuart
Milton

Former Milton Toastmaster members invited to anniversary

Dear Editor: this special event. If you were a member of our club
Our club will celebrate its 20th anniversary meeting  please call Sue at (905) 876-2563 or e-mail me at
October 29 at the Royal Canadian Legion at 7:30 p.m.  Lgibson@cogeco.ca for further information.
We would like to contact as many of our club’s for- Lorraine Gibson
mer members to extend an invitation to them to attend Milton Toastmasters Club

School closure opponents are facing up-hill battle

the area in 2005/06.

Meanwhile, Martin Street is currently operat-
ing at a 82.3 per cent utilization rate — well
above 60 per cent.

However, board officials say 106 of the
school's 250 students are bused in from outside
the catchment area — mostly for the French
Immersion program — which significantly drops
the utilization rate.

The Halton District School Board 1s facing a
tough decision when it votes on the fate of two
elementary schools November 20.

Over the past two weeks, angry and frustrated
parents have presented their cases to the board's
School Closure/Consolidation Study Commuttee,
which will ultimately make a recommendation to
the board on whether to keep Martin Street and
Percy W. Merry public schools open or close

Parents are hoping the board will vote against
closing both schools, but are having a hard time
remaining optimistic.

They feel this is a done deal, that the decision
to close has basically already been made and
nothing can be said or done to change the minds
of those in power.

One thing I've discovered about Miltonians
since I began working in this town over a year-

them.
According to board policy, consideration of

closure is mandatory once a school drops below
60 per cent utilization.

That's the current situation for Percy Merry,
which, with 92 students, is operating at 42 per
cent utilization, and those numbers are expected
to drop by 2010.

Parents argue the rural school, which serves
south Milton and north Oakville, should be used
as a holding facility until a new school is built in

Parents are concerned about which school their
children will attend if the schools close — and
rightly so.

Many parents who have children at Percy
Merry don't want to send them to an urban school
setting, citing they purposely chose the school
because of the rural atmosphere.

And parents of Martin Street students enjoy the
fact their children are taught in a small school set-
ting and appreciate the history of the 82-year-old
school, which at one time was Milton High

with FANNIE SUNSHINE

School.

Parents have told committee members they
specifically chose to send their kids to Martin
Street because of its French Immersion program.
Two other public schools in town — Robert
Baldwin and E.W. Foster — offer the program.
But that’s doing little to reassure parents, as they

don't know as of yet where students would be
placed following closure.

and-a-half ago is how quickly individuals come
together and fight collectively for what they
believe in, whether or not they think it's a lost bat-
tle.

Nobody wants to see schools close, especially
in a community where the population is expected
to triple in the next few years.

So wouldn't it make sense to plan for the future
instead of making a decision that could unneces-
sarily affect many lives today?




