‘Hit-and-run driver handed Wallace Pontiac Buick GMC
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By FANNIE SUNSHINE
I'he Champion

A Brampton man charged
iIn the hit-and-run death of
an Etobicoke cyclist on
Iremaine Road last sum-
mer was sentenced to nine
months 1n jail yesterday.

In his ruling, Justice Harry
Edmonstone took into account that
Paul Carroll, 30, accepted full
responsibility for his actions that
fatetul day and has appeared
remorseful.

However, Justice Edmonstone
acknowledged Mr. Carroll dis-
played callous and cowardly
behaviour when he didn't stop to
offer  assistance to  Jacek
Wierzbicki.

Along with the jail term, Mr.
Carroll had his driver’s licence
revoked for tour years.

"This was a very difficult case
with sensitive 1ssues,’ Justice
Edmonstone said during his ruling
in Ontario Court (provincial divi-
sion) 1n Oakville.

Mr. Carroll showed no emotion
when the sentence was handed
down.

Family members wept outside
the courtroom.

Defence lawyer Fred Fedorosen,
who previously argued his client
should receive a conditional sen-
tence to be served in the communi-
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"I'm glad he didn't
get house arrest. 1
wouldn't have been
satisfied. This was
dragging on too long.
It's been really
painful for the kids. I
think he got what he
deserved."
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ty, refused comment outside court.

During the three-day sentencing,
Dr. J. Paul Federoff testified Mr.
Carroll left the scene because 1t
triggered the trauma he experi-
enced when his tather commuitted
suicide 12 years ago.

Atfter the death of his tather, the
psychiatrist testified Mr. Carroll
suffered from post traumatic stress
disorder (PTSD) and showed traits
of the disorder after the hit-and-
run.

Although Crown psychiatrist Dr.
Scott Woodside agreed Mr. Carroll
suffered from PTSD following the
death of his father, he didn't believe
symptoms of the disorder were evi-
dent the day of the accident.
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Anna Wierzbicki told The
Champion she was pleased with
the jail sentence but nothing could
bring back her husband of 17 years.

‘I'm glad he didn't get house
arrest. 1 wouldn't have been satis-
fied,” she said.

“This was dragging on too long.
[t's been really paintul for the kids.
| think he got what he deserved.”

Although she said lite had to go
on, It wasnt going to ever be the
same before her husband died.

'It's going to be extremely hard.
values as a family are
destroyed. We will try to rebuild
The tact that he (Mr.
Carroll) left 1s the most upsetting.”

Mr. Wierzbicki
behind a daughter, Alicja, 15, and
sons Tomasz, 12, and Daniel, 5.

Mr. Carroll was travelling on
Tremaine Road, just north ot Derry
Road at about noon August [4
when he struck Mr. Wierzbicki, 41.
He was pronounced dead at the
scene.

At the prompting of his ex-wife,
Mr. Carroll turned himself into
Halton Regional Police two days
after the accident and confessed to
the hit-and-run.

Mr. Carroll pleaded guilty iIn
March to careless driving causing
death and failing to remain at the
scene of an accident.
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!IVImndfay., September 2nd, 2002 (Labour Day)
From 9:00 am to 6:00 pm
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Open
this Saturday
SPECIAL HOURS

*0% available on new & demo models only. Cash back may be taken in lieu of financing OAC.
All prices plus PST and GS1.
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[ + Freight

o SMartiease Im' 5220. per month + taxes

NO first payment and

NO security deposit required.

Add $18 per month for automatic.
Add $26 more per month for automatic & sunroof.

— 0% theose —

% Financing
48 Months

(low 60 month interest rates as:well)
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PONTIAC » BUICK * CADILLAC

801 |

MAIN ST. E.
MILTON
MON. - THURS.

i 9:00 AM - 9:00 M

: FRI. & SAT.
L 9:00 AM - 6:00 PM

ACCESS TO QEW |
FROM HWY 25 & |
TRAFALGAR |




