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Study concludes education
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BY TIM WHITNELL
Special to The Champion

An mndependent study of

"I think it was a very
thorough analysis of
the funding that has
been taken out of
education. In that
sense his work did a
service to school
boards In Ontarm.
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underfunding of the education sys-
tem, after factoring in rises in stu-
dent enrolment and related costs
such as teacher hirings, board
employee contracts and salary gnd
considerations.

The study specifically states that
the funding formula has left the
Halton District School Board
(HDSB) $660 below what 1t should
be receiving in per student funding.
That amounts to a $29-million
shortfall since 1997, according to
the. report.

The HDSB administration
repeatedly stated this past spring
that it was in need of about $4 mil-
lion more in order to meet the
needs of its projected 2002-03
budget of about $289 million.
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badly underfunded

Officials reluctantly recommend-
ed chopping more than $4 million
in personnel and programs, since
no further funding was forthcom-
ing. Trustees then equally reluc-
tantly passed a balanced budget,
unlike the public boards 1n
Toronto, Ottawa-Carleton and
Hamilton, which have defied the
government.

The CCPA report states the
Toronto public board, the largest in
the province, is $544 million — or
$1,979 per student — below its
needed funding. Hamilton is $26
million shy ($465 per student) and
Ottawa-Carleton $111 milhion
short ($1,508 per student).

At the other end of the spectrum,
the CCPA says Catholic boards in
general have benefited from the
introduction of the funding formu-
la to the tune of an average net gain
of $50 per student per board, com-
pared to a net loss of $875 per pub-
lic school student in Ontario.

Halton's Catholic board has
gained $65 per student in govern-
ment funding since 1997, says the
study. However, that figure 1s
orossly misleading, says the local
separate school board's business
superintendent Joe Birett.

"I read the report and phoned Mr.
Mackenzie to respond directly to
him on the point that Catholic
boards fared better than public

e see MACKENZIE on page 18

10,000 Square Foot Facility Includes:

Fitness Studio * Free Weights ® Circuit Training * Personal Training ® Fat Loss Program e Cardio Theatre  Cross Trainers

Call or visit our showroom at 409 Main Street today!
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Nominal dues and administration fees apply. Offer eipires August 31, 2002. Offer valid at Main Street location only.




